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18. GAUCHET Marcel, Le déesenchantement du monde. Une Histoire
Politique de la Religion, Paris, Gallimard Bibliothéque des Sciences
Humaines, 1985.

19. GAUCHET Marcel, Le monde moderne est sous le signe de I’ignora,
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Thesis Abstract:

The research into the dilemma of religion and secularism is among the topics
that have engaged many researchers, both within the Arab field and even within
the Western field. The question of the role of religion in societies throughout
history entails a series of questions about religion and the state, religion and
democracy, religion and law, and a host of related issues. This diversity and
multiplicity of questions arising from the relationship between religion and
politics lead us to some common ideas about the relationship between this
component and secularism. In our Arab culture, there is ample evidence of such
simplistic perceptions exchanged by adversaries in debates. The label
"secularist™ was one of the generalized binaries in which people were classified,
opposed to the label "Islamic," with a lack of a middle ground between them and
without distinguishing between different spectra of secularists or Islamists,
making the debate ideological rather than scientific.

Moreover, the discussion about secularism and religion is considered an
inevitable branch of the ongoing debate about the modern state and its position
towards religion, and how to reconcile the choices and values governing the
contemporary world with religion and its place in today's life. The deep answer
to these questions is not easy, which leads us to one of the contemporary French
thinkers, the historian and philosopher Marcel Gauchet, whom we have chosen
as a model to research this dilemma, by examining his stance on the relationship
between religion and secularism, summarized in his approach labeled "The Exit

from Religion." Here, we find no difficulty in finding this stance, especially




since he has a large body of writings on this matter, such as "Unraveling Magic
from the World,” "The Political History of Religion in Democracy,"” "The
Political Condition," and "The Emergence of Democracy." This fact led our
research to adopt a descriptive and analytical approach suitable for such topics,
as we understood Gauchet's direction to lean towards advocating the decline of
religious humanity. In his view, contemporary societies tend to evade religious
dictates, yet the reality shows that religion quickly returns to play a fundamental
role within these societies, as long as humanity exists. It remains a guide for
these rational beings. Furthermore, democracy, which Gauchet considered a safe
exit after leaving religion, has proven its fragility, as well as the fragility of the
politics it nurtures. It is merely a slogan for control, expressing an ideological
trend quickly exposed by the practices of liberal regimes. Therefore, Marcel
Gauchet's contribution to decoding the relationship between religion and
secularism reflects nothing more than the situation experienced by secular

France.




