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waterway leading to the uttermost ends of the earth flowed somber under an overcast sky —

seemed to lead into the earth of an immense darkness." p140
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-“I flew around like mad to get ready, and before forty-eight hours | was crossing the Channel
to show myself to my employers, and sign the contract. In a very few hours | arrived in a city

that always makes me think of a whited sepulchre. Prejudice no doubt. I had no difficulty in

finding the Company’s offices. It was the biggest thing in the town, and everybody I met was

full of it. They were going to run an over-sea empire, and make no end of coin by trade."P18
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-“For you are like white washed tombs, which on outside look beautiful, but inside they are
full of bones of the dead and all kinds of filth. So you also on the side look righteous to

others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” (Matthew 23:27-28)

Debadl sale Juea o 28 S e cdiadY) e pdail) 138 & whited sepulchre 3)le Ciuash
cllad) DUl Caell goay adlac s adalay (SIg alal)

) Al #lall 3)las 3855 jie ) il (Heart of Darkness 44y, & whited sepulchre b

sl A il L1885 sl saisS Ay iy LalS a5 Leopold 11 Sl cllal) Lgas
wiy) o0 Dals 038 4l s 53 (1884 culy yaish B (00 5a A gy CalgieY) xy 3al
Cleasiy Gl pf WG 3 @S ) Adagiall bl oW dadlall Lseal) auly

tdlpa 35S il Y Gl o e e Ll e Gumaall ) 3LEYL shle a8 L Jiiall

“All Europe contributed to the making of Kurtz; and by and by I learned that, most
appropriately, the International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs had intrusted
him with the making of a report, for its future guidance. And he had written it, too. I’ve seen
it. I’ve read it. It was eloquent, vibrating with eloquence, but too high-strung, | think.
Seventeen pages of close writing he had found time for! But this must have been before his—
let us say—nerves, went wrong, and caused him to preside at certain midnight dances ending

with unspeakable rites.”p90
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(Shmoop Editorial Team, 2008). <Dlelly adull agSyiig Anall o) Jatosig awetinds Al 4l ey

—“Near the same tree two more bundles of acute angles sat with their legs drawn up. One,

with his chin propped on his knees, stared at nothing, in an intolerable and appalling manner:
his brother phantom rested its forehead, as if overcome with a great weariness; and all about
others were scattered in every pose of contorted collapse, as in some picture of a massacre or
a pestilence. While | stood horror-struck, one of these creatures rose to his hands and knees,
and went off on all-fours towards the river to drink. He lapped out of his hand, then sat up in

the sunlight, crossing his shins in front of him, and after a time let his woolly head fall on his

breastbone “.P32
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-“The word "ivory"' rang in the aircwas whispered¢« was sighed. You would think they were

praying to it. A taint of imbecile rapacity blew through it all, like a whiff from some

corpse.”p42
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- ‘the only real feeling was a desire to get appointed to a trading-post where ivory was to be
had, so that they could earn percentages.’p44
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- You can’t judge Ms. Kurtz as you would an ordinary man. No, no, no! Now- just to give

you an idea — I don’t mind telling you, he wanted to shoot me, too, one day — but I don’t judge
him. Shoot you! I cried what for? well, 1 had a small lot of ivory the chief of that village near
my house gave me. You see I used to shoot game for them. Well, he wanted it, and wouldn’t
hear reason. He declared he would shoot me unless | gave him the ivory and then cleared out
of the country, because he could do so, and had a fancy for it, and there was nothing on earth
to prevent him killing whom jolly well pleased. And it was true, too. | gave him my

ivory."What did I care! But I didn’t clear out. No, no. I couldn’t leave him. I had to be careful,

of course, till we got friendly again for a time.p102
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-"It had ceased to be a blank space of delightful mystery- a white patch for a boy to dream

gloriously over. It had become a place of darkness. But there was in it one river_especially ,a

mighty big river, that you could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with
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its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast county, and its tail lost in the

depths of the land " .p15
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-Snake: Temptation, evil/ the snake, But since its shape is similar as waves, it may be a

symbol of wisdom in the depth and great mystery.
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—"Forthwith a change came over the watersc and the serenity became less brilliant but more

profound. The old river in its broad reach rested unruffled at the decline of day, after ages of good
service done to the race that peopled its banks, spread out in the tranquil dignity of a waterway
leading to the uttermost ends of the earth. We looked at the venerable stream not in the vivid flush
of a short day that comes and departs for ever, but in the august light of abiding memories. And

indeed nothing is easier for a man who has, as the phrase goes, “followed the sea” with reverence

and affection, that to evoke the great spirit of the past upon the lower reaches of the Thames." P9
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-“I raised my head. The offing was barred by a black bank of clouds, and the tranquil
waterway leading to the uttermost ends of the earth flowed sombre under an overcast sky—

seemed to lead into the heart of an immense darkness.”p140
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—“It was very curious to see the contrast of expressions of the_white men and of the black

fellows of our crew, who were as much strangers to that part of the river as we, though their
homes were only eight hundred miles away. The whites, of course greatly discomposed, had

besides a curious look of being painfully shocked by such an outrageous row.”p73
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“A slight clinking behind me made me turn my head. Six black men advanced in a file,
toiling up the path. They walked erect and slow, balancing small baskets full of earth on their
heads, and the clink kept time with their footsteps. Black rags were wound round their loins,
and the short ends behind waggled to and fro like tails. I could see every rib, the joints of their
limbs were like knots in a rope; each had an iron collar on his neck, and all were connected
together with a chain whose bights swung between them, rhythmically clinking. Another
report from the cliff made me think suddenly of that ship of war | had seen firing into a
continent. It was the same kind of ominous voice; but these men could by no stretch of
imagination be called enemies. They were called criminals, and the outraged law, like the
bursting shells, had come to them, an insoluble mystery from the sea. All their meagre breasts
panted together, the violently dilated nostrils quivered, the eyes stared stonily uphill. They
passed me within six inches, without a glance, with that complete, deathlike indifference of
unhappy savages. Behind this raw matter one of the reclaimed, the product of the new forces
at work, strolled despondently, carrying a rifle by its middle. He had a uniform jacket with
one button off, and seeing a_white man on the path, hoisted his weapon to his shoulder with
alacrity. This was simple prudence, white men being so much alike at a distance that he could
not tell who I might be. He was speedily reassured, and with a large, white, rascally grin, and
a glance at his charge, seemed to take me into partnership in his exalted trust. After all, I also

was a part of the great cause of these high and just proceedings".p28
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—"He began with the argument that we whites, from the point of development we had arrived

at, must necessarly appear to them (savage) in the nature of supernatural beings-we approach
them with the might of a deity ; and so on, and so on. By the simple exercise of our will we

can exert a power for good practically unbounded."p90
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—'Now | had suddenly a nearer view, and its first result was to make me throw my head
back as if before a blow. Then | went carefully from post to post with my glass, and | saw
my mistake. These round knobs were not ornamental but symbolic; they were expressive
and puzzling, striking and disturbing—food for thought and also for vultures if there had
been any looking down from the sky; but at all events for such ants as were industrious
enough to ascend the pole. They would have been even more impressive, those heads on
the stakes, if their faces had not been turned to the house. Only one, the first | had made
out, was facing my way. | was not so shocked as you may think. The start back | had given
was really nothing but a movement of surprise. | had expected to see a knob of wood there,
you know. | returned deliberately to the first | had seen—and there it was, black, dried,

sunken, with closed eyelids—a head that seemed to sleep at the top of that pole, and, with
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the shrunken dry lips showing a narrow white line of the teeth, was smiling, too, smiling

continuously at some endless and jocose dream of that eternal slumber.'p104
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-I glanced back. We were within thirty yards from the nearest fire. A black figure stood up,
strode on long black legs, waving long black arms, across the glow. It had horn-antelope

horns, | think— on its head.p118
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Summary of The Dissertation

The present dissertation, submitted in partial fulfilment of the degree of Master in translation,
is entitled « the translation of symbols in the novel: case study : Joseph Conrad’s Heart of

Darkness, translated by Harb Muhammad Chahine.

The problematic of our study consists of explaing how to translate symbols from English into
Arabic.

Translators are confronted to several difficulties when they deal with this aspect of literary
texts, since they have to work hard to keep the meaning and force of symbolism in their

works.

We had chosen the novel of «Heart of Darkness », because it is famous and written in
beautiful symbolic style. Conrad used many appropriate symbols to consolidate the main
subject of his novel, which has been translated into many languages, sometimes many
translation in the same language. We selected the translation of Harb Muhammad Chahine,

because it is available and written in good Arabic.

The present research work contains an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. In the
appendix, we added a glossary containing the main terms translated from Arabic into English,

and vice versa. In addition to a summary of the novel in two languages Arabic and English.

Chapter 1: literary translation and the novel
This chapter deals with the definition of literary translation. It enumerated its different
features and the several dimensions, which are required to keep the effect of the source text.
Concerning the novel, we have provided a definition and its caracterisations, especially, the
concepts of temporal and spatial settings.

Chapter 2: the symbol and the dynamic equivalence and interpretative approaches
This chapter provides definition of symbol, its caracterisations and genres. Then we spoke
about the place of symbol in both Arabic and western literature.
In the conclusion of this chapter, we defined interpretative approach of Marianne Lederer and
Danika Seleskovitch by giving more informations and the manner of using this approach.
After that, we proceeded following the same scheme with the dynamic equivalence approach

of Eugene Nida and Charles Taber.



Sl

Chapter 3: Analysis and critical study of translation of selected symbols in the Heart of
Darkness

The third chapter in our study is devoted to an analysis of different uses of symbolism in
Heart of Darkness translated into Arabic by Harb Muhammad Chahine.

First, we gave the biography of the writer Joseph Conrad, his maritime and literary life, his
books, and style. After that, we summarized the novel, and presented of both main and
secondary charachters. Then we analysed the use of symbols in the corpus with illustrations
from the original text and their translation into Arabic

In the conclusion of this chapter, we noticed that the translator used the formal equivalence in
general to translate symbols. We concluded that the translated symbols don’t make the same
effect as in the source text. This is due to the lack of equivalence in the target language or
cultural differences.

At the end of the three chapters, we answered the problematic; In order to translate correctly
symbols in the novel:

-The translator has to analyse deeply the symbols in the source text then search for their
equivalence in the target language in order to render the same imagery and effect.

-He has to be able to understand the discourse of the writer.

-He has to know how to use the appropriate words to keep the same effect.

- He has to understand these symbols in the target language by analysing and interpreting
them.

-He has to use adequate language in translation.






