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Study Summary

The study examined the impact of Saudi-Iranian competition on the Regional Security System
of the Middle East (2011-2019) where the study was launched from an important question
how does Saudi-Iranian competition affect the regional security system of the Middle East. It
also tries to answer the assumptions of the study emanating from the problem, which includes
that the more the regional strategic interests of Iran and Saudi Arabia conflicted, the greater
the intensity of the rivalry between them. In addition to the assumption that the most regional
changes that have taken place in the Middle East region since 2011 have given an opportunity
to increase the influence of Iranian and Saudi politics in the region. The third assumption is
that the more tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran increase, the more instability in the

region.

The study came with three main chapters. The first chapter addressed the conceptual and
theoretical framework of the study and we introduced the terms and keywords. In the second
chapter, we discussed the origins and determinants of Saudi-Iranian competition in the Middle
East region, where we focused on the nature of relations between the two countries internal
and external determinants of each. The third chapter touched on the impact of the Saudi-
Iranian competition on the regional security of the Middle East, where we highlighted the

remnants of the rivalry between the two countries on the Middle East region.

The study is important because focused on the security aspect and on the various regional
and international issues that played a role in the Saudi-lranian competition and dealt with

various new and important events related to the subject.

This is through a systematic approach consisting of historical approach, comparative
approach, analytical approach as well as theories such as realistic theory, regional security

complex theory, and role theory.

The study concluded that it was clear that the competition between Tehran and Riyadh in the
Middle East was great. The conflict affected the regional security system in the region and this
through the intervention of these forces with the files and issues of Arab governments and
peoples. This was manifested by the apparent intervention in the Syrian crisis, Iraq, and

Yemen, as well as negatively reflected on the stability in the region.
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From there, we conclude that the reality of the regional security system in the Middle East
from 2011 to 2019 was characterized by conflict, tension, and instability, due to the regional

influences of the forces competing to exert influence in the region.
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