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Abstract

This master’s thesis examines the security dimension in Turkish foreign
policy toward its regional neighborhood, with a particular focus on the case of
Syria during the period spanning 2011 to 2025. It analyzes the transformations that
Turkish foreign policy has undergone vis-a-vis Syria in light of the security
challenges that emerged from the Syrian crisis since 2011. The study seeks to
understand the impact of the Syrian conflict on Turkish national security and to
analyze Turkey’s strategies in addressing the resulting security threats.

The research begins with a review of Syrian—Turkish relations prior to the
outbreak of the crisis, before turning to an analysis of the security threats that
materialized following the onset of the conflict. Special attention is given to
Turkey’s military interventions in Syria, as well as its attempts to strike a balance
between military and diplomatic strategies, particularly in the context of its
relations with major powers such as the United States, Russia, and Iran.

In conclusion, the study indicates that Turkish policy toward Syria remained
shaped primarily by security imperatives up until 2025, as Ankara consistently
sought to secure its borders and safeguard its strategic interests in the region.

Key Words: Turkish foreign policy, National Security, Regional Security, Syria.
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