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Abstract

The present study aims at analysing Master Dissertations in order to discover the different ways
students of English use references. It aso attempts to unveil the referencing systems adopted, and
check whether the students are consistent in applying them. To achieve these goals, four distinctive
theoretical frameworks are employed which consist in the Harvard, the APA, the MLA, and the
Chicago author-date referencing systems. The nature of this study is descriptive. It is conducted in the
department of English at Mouloud Mammeri University of Tizi-Ouzou. The corpus of this research is
composed of forty bibliographies of Dissertations from different specialties. These dissertations were
submitted from 2014 to 2016, apart from one dissertation that was discussed in 2007. The data consist
of atotal of 1662 references. The results of this investigation are reported and described using the
mixed method. They show that the students use more print source materias than electronic sources,
and rather omit to update their sources. The findings also reveal that various referencing systems are
interchangeably used by students. The most used styles are the MLA style in Literature-Civilization
specialties, and the APA and Harvard styles are mostly used in Linguistics-ESP specialties. It ought to
be mentioned that the least used style is the Chicago author-date system. Furthermore, the students are
more or less consistent in applying the chosen styles. For instance, they often mix between the
Harvard and the APA, or between the Chicago and the MLA styles. The conclusion to be drawn from
the different findings is that the students have only partly respected the recommendations of the
chosen referencing systems.

Key Words: Master Dissertations, bibliographies, references, referencing systems, The

Harvard, APA, MLA, Chicago author-date.
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General Introduction

1- Statement of the Problem

Writing is one of the most important skills for aidgent to master, as it is necessary in
pursuing a scholarship. It is a means of commuimisahat is used both in one's personal and
professional lives. However, academic writing i§edent from personal writing in a number
of aspects, as it has some specific rules and sbefadlow, such as the structure, the writing
style, a specific technical vocabulary, and a prapderencing of outside sources. When
writing any academic work, whether it is an essapport, dissertation, scientific paper,
book...etc, the writers and researchers have to suppar ideas with arguments by using
information, ideas, and theories from different reeumaterials in order to give their work
authority and make it persuasive. These sourcasg@imation can be print source materials,
such as books, journals, theses, magazines, edtearonic sources, for instance, web pages,
videos, E-books, forums, electronic journals. Whesing information from any source
material, either by quoting, paraphrasing, sumnragizor copying figures and tables, the
writer hasto identify other's work by making reference to itlioat the body of text and at the

end of the work in a bibliography.

Referencing is an academic act of acknowledgingrsthwords and ideas used in one's
own work by citing their source. Whether the infation, ideas, and theories used are from
published or unpublished works, they all requireper referencing (Steenwinkel, 2014). Not
referencing other's words or ideas is consideredplagiarism, which is an academic
dishonesty, and is considered as cheating by takihgrs' ideas and presenting them as if
they were one's own. For this reason, researchast raference all sources of information

they use to avoid accusations of plagiarism anbadiesty. Proper referencing provides the



researchers with solid arguments for their own sdaad gives their work authority and

integrity.

In Algeria, as well as is the case in many cousjria their final year of study at
university, all graduate students have to conduetsaarch work which is necessary to get a
Master degree. In order to carry out their invedtan, students have to bring information
from different sources and read about previous wayk their research topic. Once they

reviewed the literature, there comes the step dingrtheir Master Dissertation.

Students have to use information from differentrees in order to support their work
with theoretical background. Each time they useasdetheories, figures or any other
information from outside sources, they have to mleva reference for the sources of
information they use both inside the text and atehd of their dissertation in a reference list.
Any source materials read for background infornrabat not referred to in their work should

be provided in full in a bibliography.

There are a number of different referencing systeses! in academic writing.
However, there is no universally adopted referemsiystem. Most scholars and students
employ one of the most popular systems currentlysimin the United Kingdom and America,

which include, according to NEC International (j.d.

* Modern Humanities Research Association (MHRA)
e The Harvard System (often called the 'Author Datst&n’).
* The Chicago System.
* Modern Language Association of America (MLA).
* American Psychological Association (APA).
Many guidebooks were published by different schaotgl universities in order to

explain and facilitate the use of citations anerefces for students. For instance, A Guide to



Citing, Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism by Al Truelove, published by the
university of Exeter, UK (2014), The Complete Guitle Referencing and Avoiding
Plagiarism by Neville Colin, University of BradfqrdJK ( 2007), A Guide to Citing and
Referencing for Students published by Oxford UrsitgrComputing Laboratory. In addition,
Many Works about different styles of referencingrevepublished, such as Citing and
Referencing: Harvard Style, Citing &Referencing: n¢auver Style, both published by
Imperial College in London (2016), A Guide to th®A 6th ed. Referencing Style by the
Universal College of Learning (2015). MLA ReferamgiStyle by the University College
Dublin, Ireland (2011), etc. All these guidebooksyide a good explanation of the way to
use references in both the text and the bibliograyjlany academic work.

The present study is about analysing the use efertes and the referencing styles
adopted by students in their master dissertationshé English department at Mouloud
Mammeri University of Tizi-Ouzou. As a matter ofcta many works have dealt with
analysing references in Academia. For example,udystwas conducted at lowa State
University in 2011 to explore the functions of mefeces in discussion and conclusion
sections of academic research papers. In the s&ae §n analysis of the Utilization of
Reference Books by Students has been conducteavan@nt University, Nigeria. A study of
the Reference Style of Thesis Written by the sttgleh English Language Education Study
Program has been conducted in Teacher TrainingEhaation Faculty of Tanjungpura
University, Pontianak in 2014. To the present stdteur knowledge, no previous research
work has ever dealt with the use of references thedreferencing systems adopted in
students’ Master Dissertations (MDs) at the natitanzel.

2- Aimsand Significance of the Study

The present work probes the use of referencesuitests’ dissertations. Its main

objectives are to unveil the different ways Mag&ettudents of English use references in their



Master Dissertations, and determine the extent kiclwthey conform to a particular
referencing system. This study is conducted atlelrel of the Department of English at
Mouloud Mammeri University of Tizi-Ouzou. Finding®m a study, such as this, may help
students to get a better visibility of the impodanand use of reference sources in their
research works and adopt a proper referencingesktources by using a specific referencing
system in a consistent manner, which gives mordilaigy and integrity to their work. In
addition, the university management may benefinftbe findings of this study by promoting
one or two particular systems to be used conslgtbgitall students on a particular specialty.
This can be done for the sake of avoiding erroremwheferencing sources and mixing

between the different styles.
3- Research Questionsand Hypotheses
In this research, we ask the following questions:

1. What types of source materials do Master 2 stisdef English use in their MDs? and how

do they use these sources to meet their informaigaals?
2. What are the referencing systems used by Mastirdents?
3. To which extent do students conform to the chaséerencing styles?
These following hypotheses are advanced in an pttepredict the results:

- The students get information from different typésource materials. They use some types

of reference materials more than others.
- The students use different referencing systenegtdécssources in their MDs.
- All students are consistent in applying the clhasderencing system.

- Not all students respect the requirements of dhesen referencing style and they are

inconsistent in applying it.



In order to analyse the references of the bibliplgyasections in a systematic way,
analytical categories are borrowed from four digtire theoretical frameworks, which consist

of the Harvard, APA, MLA, and Chicago author-daterencing systems.
4- Research Techniquesand Methodology

In this work, the research methodology adoptetiésmixed methods research as it is
suitable and fits the objectives of our researtls b combination between the quantitative
method, which provides the reader with numbers statistics and presents the results by
using tables and diagrams, and the qualitative adethat is used to describe and interpret
relevant information. Since the purpose of thissaesh is to discover the ways Master 2
students use references in their MDs and unveilréfierencing systems used, the corpus
consists of forty bibliography sections of disseotas written by Master 2 students of English
at Mouloud Mammeri University of Tizi-Ouzou. Theshssertations are selected from
different specialties of English in linguistics-ES&hd Literature-Civilization. The selection
was done randomly with a total ignorance of thek®ido avoid the influence on the results.
The different referencing systems are identifielbfwing the theoretical frameworks, which
consist of the bibliographic reference formats ¢ Harvard, APA, MLA, and Chicago
author-date systems of referencing.

5- Structure of the Dissertation

This work is designed according to the traditioc@inplex type of dissertation format.
It consists of the General Introduction, four mahmapters and the General conclusion. The
first chapter consists of the Review of the Litarat the second one is called Research
Design, the third one is named Results, and tha Ghapter is the Discussion chapter. First,
the Introduction section states the general topithe work and shows its importance by
making reference to previous works and then ingasitig the gap of previous studies

conducted by researchers. Then, Review of thedtitee chapter presents the main notions



and concepts related to the present work. It aitvexploring and exposing different works
done on ReferencingAfter that, the Research Design chapter includesctirpus and the
procedures used in the investigation, and the Rtaisen of the Findings chapter presents the
results of the analysis. Finally, the Discussiomaptkr is devoted to the interpretation and
explanation of the findings. A General Conclusi@tt®n restates the main points of the

work and suggests further resources for futurearebe



|. Review of thelLiterature

Introduction

This chapter deals with the literature review, Whie a handy guide to get an
overview of the theoretical scope of this dissestatlt is divided into two sections, one
section is devoted to defining key concepts invaliethis research, and the other section
provides an overview of the theoretical framewarksvhich the present work is based, we

will start by the first section.

I. 1. Referencing

I. 1.1. Definition of Referencing

Several definitions are provided by many reseasch#io investigated this subject

thoroughly. For instance, to Neville (2007), it is:

an expected academic practice that students wék r®® (or cite) the sources of
ideas, data and other evidence in written assigtsn®eferencing is the practice of
acknowledging in your own writing the intellectuabrk of others work that has
been presented in some way into the public doma@.you progress through
different levels of study in higher education, yare expected to be increasingly
more critical of ideas and theories, and their igptibn in models and practices, and
how this criticism includes an awareness, and aesledgement, of the source of
ideas. Ideas are often a product of a particulaiogeof history and of the social,
economic, and cultural norms and values of thaktifherefore, your sources
inform and alert the reader to the origins of tiieais, theories, models or practices
under discussion.

(Neville, 2007:1)

The above mentioned definition points out thatnezieing is a formal way of giving
credit to other’'s works, in which students refeeeany information they use in their work.
The act of citing others' work is known as referegcThus, one has to evaluate any idea or

data they borrow from others and this evaluationtbebe backed up with a proper citation of



the original source. Thoughts are changing throtigle in many aspects, thus referencing

traces the authenticity of thoughts and any otyyee bf data.

. 1.2. Theoriginsof referencing

Referencing is not a new issue; Grafton (1997 ixilde 2007) narrates the history of
footnote referencing, in which he states that thgirts of this practice go back to roman
jurists who used referencing in their earlier forwatings. It was argued they were linking
each work with its source, however, the inventiérih@ printing press in the late fifteenth
century was a huge event that gave access to kdga/lend has played a fundamental role in
giving birth to the notion of an ‘author'. Eisenstdelieves that this technology was a
support to treatises, it has also made thoughtsnimgfall, in addition to establishing the
concept of ‘personality’; moreover, the printing$s made authors with different talents in

writing emerge (1983 in Neville, 2007).

Thanks to the Printing Press, thoughts became nmopeartant and writers started
paying attention to plagiarism. The Statute of Anm&ssed into law on 10 April 1710, was
the first Copyright Act in the world it has refecedl author’s works and writings, it has also
firmly guaranteed security against intellectualftiideville, 2007). Grafton also observes that
the growth of the printing press also officialisadnotations into printed footnotes; these
emerged in writings from the eighteenth century ards. This evolution has paved the way
to two advantages for writers. They allowed thetevracknowledge his reference as well as

to express using his personal touch outside theatdaxt (1997 in Neville, 2007).

According to Neville, many styles of referencingezged in the twentieth century. The
majority of universities permitted the use of diffiet styles, despite the fact that there may be

recommendations to use only one style (2007).



I. 1.3. What isthe difference between a Citation and a Reference

There is a clear difference between a citation anidt of references. Eaton (2013)

provides the difference between them:

A. Citation: Eaton (2013: 1) defines citation as a particukference used in the
body of the assignment. This type of citation mayyvdepending on the type of
referencing system used (e.g. MLA, APA), and they was citation is inserted
into the text. That is to say, citation is a tygeeierencing used inside the paper;
however, this may differ depending on the type itdtion used, and to the way
this type of acknowledgement is used. Eaton atge the basic components of
this type of referencing, which are:

* Name of the author(s).
* Year of publication.
« Page number or page range.

B. References: The list of references comes at the end of the mpdgaon, 2013). It
includes all original citations of sources, andist placed at the end of the
assignment.

. 1.4.Optionsfor referencing

A handout created by Dana Rine and Kristen Gay fitwerlUniversity of Florida (n.d.)
mentions that, in academic writing, support for uemgnts using sources should be
incorporated, such as books or journal articleser@hare three different techniques to
reference information, they are: quoting, parapghtasand summarizing. These three ways of
referencing are important in different contextsyirg) on the type of knowledge used mainly,
its ‘length’, ‘clarity’, and ‘purpose’. In other wds, acknowledging authors’ intellectual

property is part and parcel of a research, thebauld be incorporated. There are three basic



methods to referencing they are: quoting, parajpigaand summarizing; these three methods

of citing are further explained in details:

- Quoting: The information used in sources should be reworkisebing the same
meaning. The quote should appear exactly as it ohog®e original reference, despite
the fact that brackets may be used to mention hagges made in the text to obtain a
correct quoted work. Any sentence or paragrapheguobust be put in quotation
marks. Quotes are important in cases when thereéed to quote, or when the quotes
are well summarized and precise. When doing thestme it is advised to have a
journalistic vision (Rine and Gay, n.d.).

- Paraphrasing a source: Kaushik defines a paraphrase as the rewording t&xa
keeping the same meaning as the original. In addifparaphrasing can be equal or
slightly shorter than the original text (2011). Tha to say, paraphrasing means
expressing others’ ideas in one’s own words andcsires without distorting the
meaning of the original text and keeping almoststume length.

- Summarizing a source: Kaushik (2011) defines a summary as a condensesion of
the original text expressed in one’s own wordspksgthe main ideas of a text. A
summary is much shorter than the original texotirer words, summarizing means
writing someone else’s ideas using different wadd keeping only the most
important ideas. A summary is a shorter form ofdhginal text.

I. 1.5.Principlesof referencing

Walker and Taylor (1998 in Neville, 2007) statetttheere are five principles on which
any referencing style is based. The first of theseciples identifies the main reason behind
using any referencing style and the other fourqypies are essential instructions to follow
when using any style of referencing. These priesimre explained by Walker and Taylor

(ibid) as follows:

10



* The principle of intellectual property: plagiarism is based on two western concepts
which are: ‘economic model of capitalism’ and ‘ating works of other’s if the
source is reliable’.

The principle of access: referencing is an easy way of acknowledging sauused

in the assignment. This makes ideas accessiblié,gages access to others to locate
the sources and use them.

* The principle of economy: sources must be fully acknowledged to give actess
readers to identify them. Citing sources has tweaathges: first of mentioning only
what is important, second, it increases readingdppities.

* The principle of standardization: referencing has specific principles to follow;
therefore, it gives access to anyone who learnesketiprinciples to recognise it. All
styles of referencing build steps to follow.

* Theprincipleof transparency: All information used should be clear.

. 1.6. Why referencing isimportant

According to the American Psychological Associatip@10), Referencing is important as:

e It traces the origin of ideas.

* |t gives access to other’s to identify your sourcas well comment on your own
explanations of ideas.

* It is used to avoid plagiarism (i.e. taking othewsrk without acknowledging the

source).

Basically, referencing is necessary as it provitéessources of information used, and
allows others to locate them, and most importantlyis used to avoid accusations of

plagiarism.

11



. 1.7.Plagiarism vs Referencing

Plagiarism is the practice of insertiothers' ideas, texts or sentences without
referencing them and claiming the ownership of thénis an academic misconduct and a
dishonest act that does not respect academic stEndeiich professional associations have
established to ensure security of ideas (Rampa0i@4). To put it another way, plagiarism is
the unacknowledgment of other's work. It is a fooh stealing which does not respect

academic principles that scholarly communities hestablished.

Conversely, referencing is defined as a formal whgiting information used in an
assignment, "a standardised method of formattieginformation sources you have used in
your assignment or written work." (University of €ansland, 2017: 1). That is to say,
referencing is an official way of acknowledgingdnhation used in a paper. Southampton

Solent University regulations (2012) reckon th&&mencing serves many purposes, as it:

- Acknowledges sources of information, a key aspEatademic integrity.
- Demonstrates the depth and quality of the resedonob.

- Allows others to locate the sources used if theshvio know more.

Plagiarism is defined by Panter (2017) as a forndisfionesty that can cause exclusion
from universities and other academic associatiarigle rejections or retractions from journals,
in addition to the lack of authenticity of the rasgh. In other words, plagiarism is an illegal
practice that causes penalties at schools and otegtutions and the lack of reliability of the
information used in the research work. Unlike pdaigim, paraphrasing is defined by Taybr
al. (2003) as the rewording of spoken or written wooksthers. Despite this rewording, the
paraphrased information needs a proper citatiorat T to say, paraphrasing means writing

other’s ideas using different words, and this parage should be referenced.

12



I. 1.8.Plagiarism vs Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is the mastery of academic pples. These principles incorporate
investigation, knowledge, in addition to using athevork, acknowledging it and adding it as

a support to one’s own work (James, Mclnnes andie2002)

Unlike academic integrity, plagiarism is definegl the American Association of
University Professors (1989 in Roig, 2003: 3) &kihg over the ideas, methods, or written
words of another, without acknowledgment and with the intention that they be taken as the
work of the deceiver.” To put it another way, plagiarism means adopttiger's work as one’s

own with a total awareness that it is cheating ttyraferencing the source of information.

I. 1.9. What isareferencelist and how to construct it

- Definition

The reference list is a list which includes all tbeurces cited in the text of the
assignment; it is located at the end of the wdikis allows the reader to find out the
information used and to examine, if necessary,ethdence on which the research is based
(Pears and Shields, 2008). To put it another wagference list is a list which incorporates
all sources referred to in the body of the assigrtmemong its goals locating the sources of

information.

- How toconstruct it
The University of Woollongong (2012) provides itadents with steps for creating a

reference list:

* Give your reference list a title (usually ‘referesd.
* Order all of the references in a single list: Alpaacally by author’s family

name/authoring body (or title if there is no aujhor
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» If there are multiple works by the same author,thatearliest date first.
* Do not indent or number the references.
* Make sure the author details and year in the ibg#ation exactly match the entry in
the reference list.
* Reference lists are usually placed at the endeofithin body of your document.
Basically, a reference list should include a tilach as 'bibliography' or 'references’.
The references have to be organized in alphabetickdr by author's last name, and they
should not be indented or numbered. This list &rexnces is often attached at the end of the

written work.

[. 1.10. Bibliographiesvsreferences

Bibliographies may seem the same as referencebédytre different. Neville (2007)

states the differences between them as follows:

» References are the items you have read and spadigifieferred to (or cited) in your
assignment.

= A bibliography is a list of everything you readgreparation for writing an
assignment.

= A bibliography will, therefore, normally contain@rces that you have cited and those
you found to be influential but decided not to cite

= A bibliography can give a tutor an overview of whauthors have influenced your
ideas and arguments even if you do not specificaligr to them.

= At the end of your assignment you will producesatihat is headed either,
‘Bibliography’ or ‘References’.
In short, the bibliography is different from refeoes, since the former includes

sources which are cited in the body of the work] #re sources read for background
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information but not cited within the text of the tkpwhereas references are only the sources

cited in the body of the written document.

. 2. Analytical Frameworks of the Present Study

It is important for researchers and students whatingg any academic work to use
ideas and information from other authors' works. d®yng that, they have to identify the
sources of information they use. The most apprtpneay of acknowledging other's ideas
and information is to use a referencing system.ofdiog to New Europe College (n.d.), there
is no universally adopted referencing system fadamic writing, but the most common and
popular ones include:

* Modern Humanities Research Association (MHRA)

e The Harvard System (often called the 'Author Datst&n’).
* The Chicago System.

* Modern Language Association of America (MLA).

* American Psychological Association (APA).

In this research, we are interested with the HakvAPA, MLA, and Chicago author-
date referencing systems. A presentation and eaptanof the recommendations of the four

referencing systems are provided in the next setio

. 2.1. TheHarvard System

When using the Harvard referencing system, sourzest be cited both inside the text
of any academic work (In-text citations), and a #nd of the work in a reference list or
bibliography which includes full details of the soeis used, and they are listed in alphabetical
order. According to University of Roehampton (2Q1€)e Harvard referencing system
requires the use of in-text citations, which in@dutle author surname and year of publication

in round brackets when paraphrasing (Surname, Ydar)addition to the previous
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information, page numbers are included when dirggbting (Surname, Year: Page).

However, the reference list includes more detdilthe sources used in the assignment and it

is organized alphabetically.

The following table illustrates some of the sourtted can be referred to when writing
an assignment. The Harvard referencing requirenfentach source, established by

Roehampton University (ibid), are presented infaremce list sample format.

Source Type Bibliography Basic Format

Book Author (Year)Title of Book. (Edition - if not first edition.)
Place of Publication : Publisher.

Chapter in edited Author (Year) Title of chapter. In: Editor (ed.itle of Book.

book (Edition - if not first edition.) Place of Publi¢can:
Publisher. Pages.

Journal article Author (Year) Title of Articld@itle of Journal. Month or
season Volume (Issue) Pages.

E-book Author (YearYitle of Book. (Edition - if not first edition.)
Place of Publication: Publisher. Available at: URL.

Website Author/Corporate author (Yeai)le of Webpage. Available

at: URL (Accessed: dd/mmlyy).

Online journal article | Author (Year) Title of Arte Title of Journal. Volume
(Issue) Pages. Available at: URL (Accessed:dd/min/yy

Table 1: Basic format for referencing some souncéBe Harvard style.

Generally, in the Harvard system, referencing amyree of information used in an
assignment, whether it is a book, journal artigkepsite, etc, it necessitates to include the
author's name, year of publication inside the tektany academic work. Additional
information are provided in the reference list, kswas, the title of the source, place of
publication and publisher for books; volume numbssue number and page numbers for

journal articles or periodicals, and URL addressofdine sources
|. 2.2. The APA System

Paiz et al., explain that the American Psychological Assacrat (APA) is

conceptualized as a referencing system that islyigged in social sciences. It follows an
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author-date method of referencing and requiregxm-titations, that is referring to outside
sources inside the text of any academic work, wimctude the author's last name and the
year of publication (author, year), and recommesuiaplete references with all the details at
the end of the work in a list labelled "Referenc¢2014). The APA system does not
recommend using footnotes or endnotes, but if itesessary to use them, it suggests two

types of footnotes: content and copyright (Raia., 2013).

The following table provides the basic format feferencing some sources in the

reference list or bibliography, using the 6th. iedit second printing of the APA manual (Paiz

etal., 2015).
Source Type Bibliography Basic Format
Book Author, A. A. (Year of pub)Title of work: Capital letter also

for subtitle. Location: Publisher.

Chapter in edited book | Author, A. A. (Year of pub). Title of chapter. In. A.
Editor(s) (Eds.)Title of book (pages of chapter). Location:
Publisher.

Articles in periodicals | Author, A. A. (Year). Title of articleTitle of Periodical,
volume number (issue number), pages.

E-book Author, A. A. (Date of pubTitle of book. Retrieved from
http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/
Website Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of pubTitle of

document. Retrieved from http://Web address

Article from an online | Author, A. A. (Date of pub). Title of articl&itle of Online
periodical Periodical, volume number (issue number). Retrieved
from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

Table 2: Basic format for referencing some souncesPA style.

The APA style is very similar to the Harvard styie,that it follows an author-date
system of referencing. In-text citations include thuthor's last name and year between
brackets, in addition to page numbers when quotiogiever, slight differences between the
two referencing systems can be noticed in theofiseferences at the end of the work. In the
APA style, the list of references is indicated WByeferences" at the end of the piece of

academic writing unlike the Harvard system, whdreasiindicated by "Reference list".
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Differences in punctuation, such as the full stiipradhe date of publication; in capitalization,
for instance, (Ed.) in contrast to (ed.) in the \Wad system for edited works; in the words

used such as 'Retrieved from' instead of 'Availallléor online sources.

. 2.3. TheMLA System

The Modern Language Association (MLA) conceivedsteam which has become one
of the popular referencing systems commonly useddhplars and researchers within the
field of humanities and liberal arts (Russatlbl., 2016). According to the University College
Dublin (2011), the MLA system involves citing soescin the body of the text (in-text
citation), and in a list of references at the ehdhe paper entitled "Works Cited". In-text
citations include the author's last name and pagaoers between brackets (Author last name
page). The basic format for citing some sourcehanlist of references using the MLA style

guide is provided in table 3 below.

Source Type Works cited Basic Format

Book Author last name, First name. Title. Plac®oblication:
Publisher, Year of publication.

Chapter in edited book| Author(s) last name, Fiesha and last author’s First name
Last name. "Title of chapter.” Title of Collectiod. Editor(s)
First name last name and last editor First nameé hase.
Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of publicati®age
range.

Journal article Author(s) last name, First namelastlauthor’s First name
Last name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal wahe. Issue
(year): pages.

Website Author(s) Last Name, First Name (if avda@abName of Site.
Name of institution/organization affiliated withetlsite
(sponsor or publisher), Year of resource creatioavgilable).
Medium of publication. Day Month Year of access.

Electronic journal Author(s) last name, First name and last authdrs Rame

article Last name. "Title of Article." Journal title Volumkssue
(Year): Page numbers. Database. Web. Day Month Year
accessed.

Table 3: Basic format for referencing some souncégLA style.
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The MLA style requires limited use of endnotes oothotes that can be used for
bibliographic notes to refer to other works, or tem notes to refer to additional information.
MLA system discourages extensive use of explanatmtes. Endnotes or footnotes are

indicated within the text by superscript arabic tens (Russekt al., 2016).

There is a clear difference between the MLA Sysaéewh Harvard or APA referencing
systems. Although MLA system recommends referensogces within the text and in a list
of references at the end of the work, just like pineviously mentioned systems, it differs
from them in many points. In the MLA system, initexations are formed with the author's
name followed by page numbers, instead of pubbtiocagear, with no punctuation in between
(Author page). The reference list, in the MLA syst is labelled 'Works Cited' and is
organized alphabetically or into sections, accaydio primary and secondary sources, or
divided into source types (books, journals, Webegagtc.). A clear difference can be noticed
in the list of references, such as the authortsnasie which is followed by his/her full first
name in the MLA system, instead of initials liketire Harvard system. In addition, the year
of publication is usually placed at last, unlikeetlidarvard and APA systems, which
recommend placing the year immediately after théhais name. Finally yet importantly,
MLA recommends limited use of endnotes or footnotesitrary to the Harvard style, which

does not require their use as it is distractionréaders.
. 2.4. TheChicago System

The referencing system established by the UniwedsitChicago (2010) includes two
options for citing sources: notes and bibliograpiistem, and author-date system. The choice
between the two styles is dependent on the fielstwdy and the nature of cited sources. The
notes and bibliography style is preferred by maokofars in the fields of humanities,

literature, history, and the arts. This style usdédographic information in notes, and usually
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a bibliography at the end of the document. Howetlex, author-date system is favoured by
scholars and researchers in the physical, natamal,social sciences. In this system, sources
are cited within the text in parentheses, by atgHast name and date of publication (Author
Last Name Year of Publication, Page number). Feiaits of cited sources are provided in a

list of references at the end of the work.

The basic format for citing some sources in thiedigeferences, using the 16th ed. of

the Chicago author-date system by Trinity Univgréitd.) is provided in table 4 below.

Source Type Bibliography Basic format
Book Author Last, First. Year of Pubitle. Location of Publisher:
Publisher.

Chapter in edited book Author Last, First. YeaPab. “Title of Chapter/Article.” In
Title, edited by First Last, inclusive page numbers atiot of
Publisher: Publisher, Year.

Journal article Author Last, First. Year of Pubitl§.” Journal Name volume #
(issue #): inclusive page numbers.

E-book Author Last, First. Year of Publicatioritle. Location of
Publisher: Publisher.URL.

Website Last Name, First of Author. Year of PUtile of Ste. Last

modified or Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Online journal article | Author Last, First. Year®diblication. “Title.”Journal Name
volume #, no. issue # (Month Day of Pub): inclugmage
numbers, URL.

Table 4: Basic format for referencing some souus#sg Chicago author-date system (16th
ed.)

The Chicago style is very flexible as it enables Writers to make a choice between
the different formats to cite their sources. Thisice is done depending on the subject matter
and the nature of cited sources. Although the Qucstyle resembles Harvard, MLA, and
APA styles in the basic information to use. It diff from them in a number of aspects. The
Chicago system provides two types of referencingnéds: Notes and bibliography style,
author-date style. The Chicago author-date systemmuch like the previously mentioned

styles in its use of in-test citations and bibleygny at the end. However, the notes and
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bibliography version of Chicago style is differeinbm the previous styles in its use of
footnotes instead of in-text citations. The bibtaghy in Chicago system is very similar to
MLA "works cited". Some differences can be noticedch as, the year of publication, which
is directly placed after the author's name like Hervard and APA systems, and slight

differences in citing electronic sources.

I. 2.5. Similaritiesand Differences between the different systems (Harvard, APA,

MLA and Chicago)

One of the most important practices expected frioenviriters of any academic work
is the proper referencing of the sources of infaromathey use to support their work. This is
done by following a set of rules and standardsrtwide the readers with information about
the sources used in their own work. Because tleeeewide variety of disciplines, different
referencing systems are designed to meet the nefed#ferent domains. Among these
systems, four most commonly used referencing systame explained in the previous
sections, which include the Harvard, APA, MLA, addicago systems. All of these styles are
similar in many aspects. The four styles requieeghme basic information for citing sources.
All of them use in-text citations and a list ofeednces or bibliography at the end of the work,
which is listed in alphabetical order. In all fostyles, in-text citations usually appear in
parentheses including the author's name. All of Haevard, APA, and Chicago systems

require using the year of publication in the inttexation.

Despite the similarities that exist between ther fetyles, there are clear differences
between them. Every discipline necessitates theobise specific style of referencing. For
instance, scholars in the field of social scieraeslikely to use the APA referencing system,
whereas the MLA system is mostly used in humanéres liberal arts. All of these four styles

use in-text citations but the information includeaty from one style to another. The year of
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publication is incorporated in the in-text citationHarvard, APA, and Chicago systems, but
not included in MLA, which uses only the authodstiname and page numbers. According to
Yale Center for Teaching and Learning (2016), theAMsystem emphasizes the author's
name and page of the information used, which all@eBolars to find out the exact
information analysed by the writer; however, APAtyn emphasizes the year of publication
instead of the page numbers, which enables thesrdadclearly see the evolution of the

research over time.

Another point of difference is the use of footnotsd endnotes. The notes and
bibliography version of Chicago system recommergsiuse of footnotes at the bottom of
each page, or endnotes at the end of the papeathstf using in-text citations, whereas the
Harvard, APA, and MLA systems do not require the akfootnotes, except in some cases,
where the APA and MLA styles use limited numberfadtnotes. Furthermore, differences
can also be noticed in the list of references ®tidgraphy at the end of the assignment
labelled "References” (APA), "Works Cited" (MLA)tce This reference list includes the
same basic information; however, the order of th&rmation varies from one style to
another. For instance, all of the Harvard, APA, &idcago reference lists put the year of
publication immediately after the author's namekenthe MLA works cited, where the year
of publication is placed at the near end of theneice entry. There are also differences in
using the author's name in the list of referenddsee MLA system uses full first names;
however, the Harvard and APA systems only givet firstials. Finally, variations in
punctuation between the different referencing systean also be noticed, such as the full
stop which is placed after the year of publicatiomPAPA and Chicago systems, unlike the
Harvard system which do not incorporate the fullpsafter the year of publication. The
comparison which has been drawn between the diffestyles aims at differentiating and not

mixing between them.
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Conclusion

To sum up, this chapter has been devoted to rethewnain concepts related to the
present research topic, that is Referencing. lvides definitions, origins, principles of
referencing, and other concepts related to thim taccording to different scholars and
universities. A presentation of the theoreticahfeavorks including the Harvard, APA, MLA,
and Chicago author-date referencing systems hasbaen provided, presenting the main

similarities and differences between them.
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Il. Research Design

Introduction

This chapter is devoted to the description andamqtion of the methodology adopted
to analyse the reference lists of students' MDsofthprises two main sections, namely the
corpus of the study and data analysis. The firstiae provides a detailed description of the
selected corpus. The second one explains the ngetlssdl to analyse the corpus and provides

a description of the mixed method, which is adopteeport the results of the present study.
[1. 1. Thecorpusof the study

The corpus consists of forty bibliography sectioh$1Ds, which amount to a total of
1662 references. These dissertations are writtestugdents at MMUTO, English Department.
They were collected from different specialtieshe field of linguistics, namely Language and
Communication, Applied Linguistics and Social Setic®) and the field of Literature and
Civilization, more precisely, Comparative literagpyMedia & Culture in English Speaking
Countries, Cultural & Media Studies, and Drama é&tne. This research study is confined to
the University of Tizi-Ouzou because of time coaisits, but also to meet the objective of our
study, which is to highlight the referencing syssenosed at the department of English at
MMUTO. Subsidiarily, we prefer analysing MDs thateaavailable in the library of the

English department.

The forty dissertations from all specialties haeerb selected randomly with a total
ignorance of the marks. These dissertations wdsengted in the period between 2014 and
2016, except for one dissertation which was sulechih 2007. This selection is done with an
objective, which is to unveil the different waysidents use references in their MDs, and

determine the extent to which they conform to dipalar referencing system.
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The description of the corpus is provided in téhl# specifies the different fields of
English and specialties in every field of study thumber of analysed bibliographies and the

number of references found in each specialty.

Field Specialt Number of Number of
P y bibliographies/Dissertations references
Languag_e a.nd 12 516
Communication
Linguistics- ESP Applied Linguistics and
) o 8 424
Social Semiotics
Comparative Literature 6 197
Media and Culture in
English Speaking 3 106
Literature- Countries .
Civilization Cultural ar_1d Media 4 308
Studies
Drama/ Theatre 4 111
Total number of Total number'
bibliographies: 40 of references:
' 1662

Table 5: Description of the corpus.

From the table above, it can be ndtiteat different amounts of dissertations have
been taken from different specialties of Englisthick is due to the random selection of
dissertations. For instance, twelve bibliograpliempose 516 references in Language and
Communication specialty, six bibliographies make 1®7 references in comparative
literature, and three bibliographies from Media adlture in English-speaking countries
speciality contain 106 references. All of the fottibliographies make a total of 1662

references.

1. 2. Methods of Data analysis

The present inquiry is descriptive in nature, anid section aims agxplaining the
procedures followed in analysing the bibliographiesind at the end of MDs. Both

quantitative and qualitative methods are used tyam the corpus. The former involves
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numerical data whereas the latter consists innterpretation of the obtained text data. The
mixed method analysis is suitable for this invedimn as it allows to gather pertinent data
about the subject of referencing, more precisebyualthe different ways of using references
and referencing styles. The mixed method is alsed u® guarantee the validity of the
collected data, thus each method of data analyBiast as a verification to the other and will
guarantee validity and precision of the resultse Tdfferent findings of this study are

illustrated using Microsoft Word and Excel.

1. 2.1. Quantitative analysis

A guantitative investigation focuses on the evatuabf a pre-determined changing
hypothesis, quantifiable, and tested by countimgjiencies (Abawi, 2008). In other words,
quantitative research is a method used to expetimehypothesis. The latter changes
depending on the case study chosen, it is alsours#e and can be counted using numbers

and statistics.

The goal of quantitative methods is to evaluate rigfl@bility of a pre-determined
hypothesis (ibid). This means that a quantitativethod is used to test the exactitude of the
assumptions raised in a particular research. Te fuint, the University of Southern

California (2017) suggests eight characteristicguzntitative method:

* The data is usually gathered using structured relseastruments.

« The results are based on larger sample sizesrthatpresentative of the population.

* The research study can usually be replicated @ateg, given its high reliability.

* Researcher has a clearly defined research questiovhich objective answers are
sought.

» All aspects of the study are carefully designediteetiata is collected.
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» Data are in the form of numbers and statisticgroéirranged in tables, charts, figures,
or other non-textual forms.

e Project can be used to generalize concepts morelyyigredict future results, or
investigate casual relationships.

* Researcher uses tools, such as questionnaires mputer software, to collect

numerical data.

Therefore, quantitative research is considerednasod the effective methods as it is
objective and measurable. In addition, the resalitained from this type of research can be

generalized and predicted.

Quantitative Analysis Procedure

For the purpose of analysing the corpus which atsigf forty bibliography sections
of MDs, and which make a total of 1662 referendémrosoft Excel was used. Microsoft
Excel is defined by Techopedia (2017) asstftware program produced by Microsoft that
allows users to organize, format and calculate data with formulas using a spreadsheet
system." This program is a compatible component of thecrivBoft Office suite which
incorporates other applications (ibid). Microsoftxcél was used as a tool to arrange the
references in MDs from old to updated ones, andicthe number of references that were
published in different periods of time. In additjahis program was used to count percentages

of source types and the referencing systems usédblsier 2 students.

1. 2.2. Qualitative Analysis

Abawi (2008) defines qualitative analysis as a métbf constructing a thorough and
general concept of an issue tested in real lif@atThto say, qualitative analysis is a type of

research which involves an in depth reasoning pdréicular issue in a real environment. In
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our research, the analysis will consist in therpretation and comparison of the obtained

data.

Qualitative Analysis Procedure

Qualitative analysis consists in checking whethertheoretical frameworks explained
in the review of the literature are faithfully ajgal by the students in the conduction of their
dissertations. These consist in the specific ref¥eformats of four referencing systems,
which are Harvard, APA, MLA, and Chicago authoredegferencing systems. This work is
based on an analysis and description of forty dgvaphies, each were investigated and
analysed in terms of the style and the way refaagrmre used. Therefore, the different
referencing systems adopted by the students in MBs are identified thanks to the basic
format for referencing sources, such as booksnparticles, book chapters, web sites, etc in

all of the four previously mentioned referencingtgyns.

Conclusion

To sum up, this chapter highlights the methodolagippted to analyse the forty
bibliography sections in students’ MDs. It has diksd the corpus of the present study. It has
also presented the procedures of data analysidwishitie mixed method i.e. the quantitative
and qualitative methods. These latter are useddtyse the selected corpus and identify the

different referencing systems used by Master 2esttgdin their MDs at MMUTO.
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[11. Presentation of the Findings

Introduction

This chapter is devoted to the presentation ofrdselts obtained from the present
study. It presents the findings of the analysisoofy bibliographies collected from students’
MDs. The different referencing systems used by esitgl are identified thanks to the
theoretical models. The present chapter reportsdasdribes the quantitative and qualitative
results of the analysis, which are presented itograms and pie charts. This part is divided
into four sections, namely number of referencdsiliiographies, old and updated references,

referencing systems, and types of source materials.
[11.1. Number of Referencesin Bibliographies

The results of analysis of the number of referemedsbliography sections of

students' MDs are displayed in the following histogs.

Diagram (1): Bibliographies and the Number of References

10-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 More than
References References References References References References 70
References

NUMBER OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES
= [ =
H (<)) o] o N »

N

NUMBER OF REFERENCES

Figure 1 Bibliographies and the Number of Refeesnc
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The results of the number of references in bibhpbies of MDs reveal that only two
bibliography lists incorporate more than seventgnences, five bibliographies contain from
61 to 70 references, and four bibliographies has@ut51 to 60 references. There are six
bibliography sections that include 41 to 50 refees thirteen bibliographies contain from 31
to 40 references, eight bibliographies incorportan 21 to 30 references, and two

bibliography sections have only between ten andhtyveeferences.

[11.2. Old and Updated References

The results concerning the date of publicationeéémences in bibliographies of

students' MDs are presented in percentages irotlosving histograms.

Diagram (2): The Rate of Old and Updated References
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Figure 2 Percentages of Old and Updated References

A simple glance at the year of publication of references used by sttede their MDs
indicates that the majority of reference mater&8 (39.59%) were published in the period
2000-2009, followed by 505 (30.38%) of sources thate published in the period 1970-
1999, then 297 source materials (17.87%) were gluddi in the period 2010-2016. There are

107 (6.43%) references with no date, 81 (4.87%hefreference materials published in the
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period from 1900-1969, and only fourteen (0.84%dhef total sources that were published in
the era 1570-1900.

[11.3. Referencing Systems

The results of the analysis of referencing systeses! by students of English in their

MDs at the level of UMMTO are presented in percgasaand displayed in histograms.

DIAGRAM (3): THE RATE OF PRESENT
REFERENCING SYSTEMS
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Figure 3 Percentages of Present Referencing System
The analysis of the bibliography sections of MDew# that the students use different
referencing systems. The majority, eighteen ofdhalysed bibliographies (45%) used the
MLA referencing style; six bibliographies (15%) dséhe APA referencing style, four
bibliographies (10%) followed the Harvard systenreferencing, and only one bibliography
used Chicago system. Furthermore, in some biblpfges, students used a mixture of
referencing styles. Nine bibliographies, the eqgleint of 22.5%, used a mixture between

Harvard and APA systems of referencing, and twdidgbaphies (5%) mixed between the

Chicago and MLA referencing systems.
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[11.4. Types of Source Materials

This section reports the outcomes of the diffetgoes of source materials used by

students of English in their MDs. They are presgémehe following graphs and pie chart.

Diagram (4): Percentages of Source Materials

= Electronic Sources = Print Sources

Figure 4 Percentages of Source Materials

The results of source types used by students inti2s show that the majority of
source materials 1450 (87.24%) consist in printe@a and only 212 (12.75%) are electronic

sources.



I11.4.1. The Rate of Print Sources
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Figure 5 Percentages of Print Sources

The analysis of the different types of source malteiused by students in their MDs
reveal that the majority of sources 841 (51%) amet@d books. The second most used
reference source is print periodicals with a taBK39 (26.40%). The third one is theses/
Dissertations with 73 sources (4.40%), followedbmpk chapters which make a total of 52
(3%) of source materials, 32 dictionary/ encyclope@%), 10 papers (0.6%), and 0.18 %

consist of other print sources.
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[11.4.2. The Frequency of Electronic Sources

Diagram (6): The Rate of Electronic Sources
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Figure 6 Percentages of Electronic Sources

When it comes to the frequency of use of electreoigrce materials, the majority of
sources are online periodicals with a total of 99%%) of the sources. The second most
frequent reference materials are web pages with(320%) reference materials, then
electronic books which consist of 32 sources (1.9020 (0.6%) dictionary/ encyclopedia

online, and 0.54% consist of other electronic sesirc
Conclusion

To conclude, this chapter has reported and desttiteeresults of the analysis of forty
bibliographies collected from students’ MDs. ltdisided into four sections, in which the
different findings were presented in the form ofmiers and percentages and displayed in
different graphs thanks to Microsoft Word and Exael Quantitative results, and these latter

were described in the form of texts i.e. qualitatiata.
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V. Discussion of the Findings

I ntroduction

Forty bibliography sections of students’ MDs hagerbanalysed, and the results were
reported using the mixed method and illustratechgidvlicrosoft Word and Excel. The
different referencing systems have been identiiildwing the theoretical frameworks, more
precisely the bibliographic reference formats oé tHarvard, APA, MLA, and Chicago
author-date systems of referencing. This chaptedasoted to the interpretation and
discussion of the different results of this studyrelation to the theoretical frameworks,
previous literature and research on the preserit,t@gmd the hypotheses that have been
advanced in the General Introduction. It is comdosé three main sections namely:

bibliography format, most and least used referansistems, and mixed-up referencing.

V. 1. Bibliography format

IV.1.1. Number of referencesin bibliographies

All the bibliographies that have been analysed aondifferent amounts of references.
Figure 1 shows the number of references in bibdipgy sections of MDs. Most
bibliographies (13) contain between thirty-one dody references. Eight bibliographies
include from twenty-one to thirty references, andsbliography sections contain from forty
one to fifty references. Five bibliographies hawtween sixty-one and seventy references,
and only four bibliographies have between fifty-amal sixty references. Two bibliographies
include only ten to twenty references, and only bildliographies have more than seventy

references.

The number of references that should be includedl bibliography of an assignment

or research paper depends on the length of the,wdrich means that there is no absolute
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and fixed number of references to include in aibgshphy; however, the most important
thing to take into consideration is 'quality ovaraqtity' (Whitehead, 2013). Students of
English at UMMTO use different numbers of referenae the bibliography of their MDs.
Some students use more references than othersybnwiais does not mean that the students
who use more references will yield a better reseavork or obtain a better mark as the
‘quality’ of the source of information they usemsre important than the 'quantity’ of these
sources. Indeed, Whitehead (ibid) contends thatesiis often believe that including more
references in their piece of work will get themedtér mark, and this is rarely the actual case.
"It's far more about how the literature is ‘intégdh i.e. analytical and/or synthetical process -
and that it is the most appropriate resulting framgood critical literature search.” He further
explains what he means by a 'good critical litexagearch’ as"...i.e. the most 'seminal’ pieces
of work, the most current, preferably primary sagjiand the ones most closely related to the
topic area and findings.”" (Whitehead, 2013). Acowgty, the quantity of references in a
Master dissertation or any academic work is natrgsrtant as the quality of the sources of
information, which should be in direct relation lwithe research topic and results, essentially

primary sources, and most updated ones.

Eventhough students use different numbers of neéein their bibliographies, some
having used more references than others, thislysd@ds not affect their work, provided that
they make a good search for literature and usenthst relevant sources to their topic, the

most recent works, and preferably primary sources.

IV.1.2. Old and Updated References

A glance at the year of publication of the refeemm bibliographies of MDs permits
to highlight some results (Figure 2). Only 0.84%t# source materials were published in the

era from 1570 to 1900, and 4.87% of the total exfee materials were published in the
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period from 1900 to 1969, while 30.38% of the seurtaterials were published in the period
ranging from 1970 to 1999. The majority of referermaterials (39.59%) are recent since
they were published between 2000 and 2009, whiée ntost recent reference materials
(17.87%) were published between 2010 and 2016.dblitian, there are 6.43% of the

references where no date of publication was meetiofhus the majority of source materials
used by students in their MDs are not very recebtigations, a good number of sources used

are up-to-date, and very few sources are old paibics.

In relation to current and out of date sourcesluse research paper or any academic
work, Cornell University (2015) points out that 'fio areas of continuing and rapid
development, such as the sciences, demand morentumformation. Topics in the
humanities often require material that was writteginy years ago.” That is to say, the use of
old or updated sources depend on the topic ardl dielesearch. This explains the reason why
some reference materials are old; it is becausieeofiature of the topic which requires the use
of old sources; however, many references used dgtidents are recently published, which
explains that the topics of MDs require the useeaent publications. Cornell Authorities
(2015) consider the use of current sources asainggortant point that researchers need to
take into consideration, "It is vital for reseanchand academics to keep up-to-date with the

most recently published information and developnidiidid).

17.87% of reference materials used by studenthaim MDs are up-to-date sources,
l.e. in the period from 2010 to 2016, as their elisgions have been submitted in the period
from 2014 to 2016, except for one dissertation thias submitted in 2007. Gardner et al.
(1999) consider that, at all times, it is betteus® the most recent information about a topic
in order to avoid providing old information "thatayn have been proved wrong by new
research”. Gardner et al. state that "In a worlénehnformation changes quickly, it is best to

use the most recent information possible." (ib&tudents of English used a good number of
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up-to-date sources; however, the majority of sar¢®9.59%) are not very recent

publications (2000-2009), and 30.38% of source§@1B999). This can be explained by the
fact that the majority of works in different fieldse not recently published, and also most up-
to-date source materials are not available for qgmess in Algeria as it is the case in some
parts of the world, like Thomson (2013) puts it thva tiny handful of exceptions, most fields

of study are more than ten years old. And eveheaf/thave just been invented, they usually
draw on other fields which are well established&tidition, most recent source materials are

not available for open access in some countri¢seotvorld (ibid).

1V.1.3. Print and electronic sour ces

The results of the analysis of references in théidgraphies of MDs has revealed the
use of both print and electronic sources. It hanldeund that print source materials are more
present than electronic source materials. The niyajof source materials 1450 (87.24%)
consist of print sources, and only 212 (12.75%)edeetronic sources. The results also show
that the majority of print sources 841 (51%) ar@ks The second most used reference
sources is print periodicals with a total of 438.@0%). The third one is theses/ Dissertations
with 73 sources (4.40%), then book chapters whiadkena total of 52 (3%) of source
materials, 32 dictionary/ encyclopedia (2%), 10gyap(0.6%), and 0.18 % consist of other
print sources. For electronic source materials,ntiagority of sources are online periodicals
with a total of 99 (5.95%) of the sources. The sdcmost frequent reference materials are
web pages with 62 (3.70%) reference materials, #eatronic books which consist of 32
sources (1.90%), 10 (0.6%) dictionary/ encyclopeaiidine, and 0.54% consist of other

electronic sources.

Although teachers generally recommend their stidémtread books, there is no

specific rule which recommends to use one spesifigrce more than another; therefore,
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choosing the type of source materials print ortetedc depends on the quality of the source
of information being used, that is to say, religypind originality of sources are the criteria
on which the choice of the type of materials shdaddbased. In this respect, Dutch (2009)
states that the criteria that should be taken wmudasideration when referencing is the
originality of sources. That is to say, the souraesed should be evaluated if they contain
referenced items and not plagiarised or suspiciomgs. In addition, the official

documentation from the University of Maryland (2DXkEfirms that, nowadays there is an
information overload, thus references used shoaldhecked for their reliability. Using print

or electronic sources is considered as an evidandeargument to the work, therefore they
should be checked for their reliability and crelifoi In other words, the quality of the

sources of information used should be evaluatethfar accuracy and effectiveness.

The students of English at MMUTO use more prininteéectronic source materials,
more specifically they use more books and jourmtadtlas than other print source materials,
and they employ more online periodicals and webepathan other electronic source
materials. We deduce therefore that deciding alduth type to use being it print or
electronic does not play a fundamental role indfiectiveness of the work, what is of central

importance is the reliability and originality ofetlsources used.

Other documentation from the University of Maryla(@D11) further affirms that
electronic sources lack reliability, mainly thosausces found on the World Wide Web and
internet. The fact that electronic sources aredigvailable and easy to access, in addition
to the fact that they are dynamic and often updatakles the web inconsistent, and because
web sources are not regular this makes it susgdiowse by everyone. Online sources lack
credibility; therefore, any information used onlisieould be evaluated and checked frequently
like graphics, text...etc. Accordingly, we dedubattchoosing the type of source materials,

print or electronic depends on the quality of terses of information used, which means
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that the reliability and originality of the sourcase the criteria that should be taken into

consideration before using any information fromsoig sources.

Whether the students use more print or more eleictreources, this does not affect
the effectiveness of their work, but what is of ttehimportance is whether the references
used are not suspicious or plagiarised, especiatiyne sources which are generally
suspicious, because they are easy to access. ddiable and original sources ensures
scientific credibility and gives evidence and suppo the arguments used in an assignment,

therefore the choice of sources should be basdldese criteria.

The results of the analysis of source types inidgipaphies of MDs show that the
majority of sources used by students of Englishpaiet sources with 87.24% of the total
source materials. These results were not expeaedule the majority of sources used in
their MDs are unavailable in the English departmidrary. This can be explained by the
misuse of referencing systems by the students,ghatsay, not providing the address when

referencing online sources.

To sum up, regarding the interpretation of theibdraphy format results, it can be
said that the first and fourth hypotheses whichehaeen advanced in the general Introduction
are confirmed. That is to say, the students geirmnétion from different types of source
materials and they use more print sources, inctudimoks and journal articles, than
electronic sources, but they do not respect thedatals of referencing, and they are
inconsistent in applying the chosen referencingtesys. Unlike the results of previous
research, in which it was found that students prefdine sources, and that there is a poor
usage of print reference materials, the findingthefpresent study reveal that the students of
English use more print sources, which account f6r28% of the total source materials

present in the bibliographies of their MDs. This swaot expected because of the
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unavailability of this large number of print sourosaterials at the level of the English
department library. This can be explained by thproper use of referencing systems by the
students when referencing electronic sources, bynotuding the URL which shows that it is

an online source. That is why the majority of sesrappear to be print sources.

IV.2. Most and L east used Referencing Systems

IV.2.1. MLA Referencing System

The MLA defines itself as "a system for documensigrces in scholarly writing. For
over half a century, it has been widely adoptedcfassroom instruction and used worldwide
by scholars, journal publishers, and academic amdneercial presses.” (Modern Language
Association of America, 2017). In our corpus, thajonty, eighteen of the analysed
bibliographies in the field of literature-civilizah (45%) use the MLA referencing system.

Here are some extracts of how students use reiesendhe bibliography of their MDs.

* Books
- Achebe Chinua, things fall apart. Everymartsdiy.1995.

- Bradshaw, David . “introduction”. In a concise qmmion to modernism. Edited by
Bradshaw, David. Oxford: Blackwell publishing)(3.

« Book chapters

- Appiah, Anthony.’ Wole Soyinka and timeyth of an African world ' Indeath and
the king’s horseman,edited by Simon Gikandi NewYork: Norton ammbmpany ,
2003.

* Print periodicals

- Moor . Jane, study guide: buried child by samstipéhe national arts centre, English
theatre .programmers for student audiences. noveliis.

- Todd, a very and Brantlinger, Patrick. "readinmind’s hunger common and

uncommon “. In a concise companion to modernismitedl by Bradshaw, David .oxford:
Blackwell publishing, 2003.
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 E-books

- Perry, Anderson. The antinomies of Antonio Gramseiw. google books. com. pdf.

- Rich, Jenifer. An introduction to modern femirtheory : the radical belief that
women are human beings’_at support@humanibesies.co.uk,2007

e Onlineperiodicals

- Harlow Barbara, resistance literature revisitddom Basra to Guantanamo journal of
comparative poetics no.32,2012 (online) ad at : url
:/lwww.jstor.org/stable/468206 Accessed:januaryR@ib 7:21.

- Layoun Mary .Middle eastreport, no .159, populattice 1989 (online) available at
url:http://www.jstor.org/stable/3012527.Accessedudn 29th2015 13:20 UTC.

*  Web pages

- Http://www.gooddreads.com/author/quotes/570218.Diema_xiv[cit.2013-6-4].

- Http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literatuealfieates/1976/bellowlecture.htmi[cit.2
013-6-4].

Relying on the basic format for citing some sourgeshe bibliography using the
MLA style (See table 3 in the Review of the Litera), it can be said that students have more
or less respected the recommendations of MLA sfijhe. students have made some errors in
the way they use references in the bibliographtheir MDs, and have not totally respected
the requirements of the MLA system. For instanoe tlie basic information included in the
references, there are sometimes missing deta#gsvdume and issue numbers, and page
numbers for print periodicals; in addition, theereinces for web pages include only the web
address and other information is omitted. The stteddave not always respected the
capitalization of titles of works. For the orderinformation, it is generally respected by the
students. Accordingly, the students have only glytrespected the recommendations of the

MLA system.
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IV.2.2. APA Referencing System

According to Western Sydney University (2017), €'timerican Psychological
Association (APA) style is a widely used authoredaystem of referencing or bibliographic
citation."The majority (6) analysed bibliographiesMDs in the field of linguistics use the
APA referencing system. Here are some extractsaw ktudents use references in the

bibliography of their MDs:

 Books

- Ur, P. (1996)A Course in Language Teachingractice and theory. Cambridge
University Press.

- Dewey, J. (1938)Experience and educatiomew York: Collier MacMillan
Publishers.

* Book Chapters

- Hymes, D. (1962).The Ethnography in Speakingn: T. Gladwin (ed.),
Anthropology and Man Behaviour. Washington.

- Grice, H.P. (1975) 'Logic and conversation'. In &#eCand J. Morgan (eds)

Studies in Syntax and Semantics 3: Speech Nets York: Academic Press, pp.
183-98.

* Print Periodicals

- Anderson, J. N. (2004). Metacognitive reading sgggtawareness of ESL and
EFL learnersBrigham Young University: the CATESOL Jourridd, 1-27.

- Horwitz, E. K, Horwitz, M. B and Cope, J. (198&joteign Language Classroom
Anxiety'. The Modern Language Journal, 70(1), 125-132.

 E-books

- Huba, M. E. and Freed, J. E. (2000). Learner-cdn&ssessment on College
Campuses: Shifting the Focus from Teaching to Lingir8" edition. University
of Michigan. Accessed on April 15, 2016 from httfimoks.google.dz/books.
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- Nagahashi, T.L. (2006)Techniques For Reducing Foreign Language Anxiety:
Results of a Successful Intervention Studlita University, Japan. Retrieved
February 9, 2014, from:
http://air.lib.akita-u.ac.jp/dispace/bitstream/26%547/3/KK9-6.PDF

* OnlinePeriodicals
- Harman, k., & Koohang, A. 2005. Discussion board: Iéarning object.

Interdisciplinary Journal of Knowledge and Learnin@bjects 1, 67-77.
Retrieved April, 2015 fromhttp://ijello.org/VolumAdp067-077Harman.pdf .

- Sert, O. (2005)The functions of code switching in elt classrooiftse Internet
TESL Journal: http://iteslj.org/Articles/Sert-Codeghing.html.
Web Pages

- McNamara, C. (1999) General Guidelines for Condhgctinterviews. From:
http:// www.mapnp.org/library/evaluatn/intrview.ht#ccessed on <05-04-2015>

- Cole, S. (1998). The use of L1 in Communicative Iishg Classrooms.:
http://www.jaltpublications.org/tlt/files/98/dec/eohtml.

The students of English have not totally respetitedequirements of the basic format
for citing sources in the bibliography accordingABA style (see Table 2 in the Review of
Literature). Regarding the basic information to usé¢he list of references, there are some
missing details, such as the location and publighdyooks, in addition to the use of (ed.)
instead of (Ed.) and sometimes, missing page nwrioeredited works. There is additional
information for electronic books, and missing imi@tion for online periodicals, like volume
and issue numbers and page numbers. The studergsnba fully respected the font style
(Italics) for titles of works. As to punctuatiomet students sometimes omit the full stop after
the year of publication. However, the order of mfation in the references is generally
respected by the students, except for book chaptérere page numbers have to be included

in parentheses directly after the book title andatahe end of the reference entry.
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Accordingly, the students who followed the APA systof referencing have not
completely respected its recommendations becautte ghissing information and sometimes

additional details, as well as some errors in puatchn.
IV.2.3. Harvard Referencing System

The Harvard system is a referencing system that aseauthor-date method, which
means that the author and year of publication sengoften in brackets, when citing sources
inside the text, and complete details of the refees are given in a bibliography at the end of
the work (Southport College, 2015). Four bibliodrie#s of MDs in the field of linguistics
follow the Harvard system of referencing. Here soene extracts of how students use the

Harvard referencing system for citing sources elitbliography of their MDs:

« Books

- Brown, J.D. (1988)Understanding Research in Second Language Learning.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Griffiths, C. (2004)_Language learning strategiBiseory and research. Auckland,
New Zealand: school of foundation studies

* Book Chapters

- Louwerse, M. M. and Graesser, A.C. (20@®herence in discoursén Strazny,
P. (ed.), Encyclopedia of linguistics. (pp. 206-RCBicago. Fitzroy Dearborn.

- Téth, Z. (2010)Anxiety as a Psychological Construgt Z. Toth (Ed), Foreign
Language Anxiety and the Advanced Language Learestudy of Hungarian
Students of English as a Foreign Langua@ambridge: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, pp. 5-14.

* Print Periodicals

- Samraj, B. (2008) A discourse analysis of mastk€éses across disciplines with a
focus on introductions. Journal of English for Aeadc Purposes, 7, pp.55-65.

- Horwitz, E. K., Horwitz, M. B., and Cope, J. (1986)reign Language
Classroom Anxiety. The Modern Language Jouiitalpp. 125-132.
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* OnlinePeriodicals

- Chamot, A. U. (2004)Issues in language learninatestyy research and teaching.
Electronic Journal of Foreign Language Teachingd, YoNo. 1, 14-26

- Chan, Daniel Yu-ching, and Guo-cheng Wu (2004) Adgtof Foreign Language
Anxiety of EFL Elementary School Students in Taig@ounty. Journal of
National Teachers College
<http://academic.ntue.edu.tw/ezfiles/7/1007/imglZ12-12.pdf>.

 Web page

- AWELU: Academic Writing in English at Lund Univetgi (n.d.). [Online]
Available from_http://awelu.srv.lu.se/. [AccessedMarch 2015].

Relying on the basic format for citing some sourgeshe bibliography using the
Harvard system (See table 1 in the Review of theraiure), it can be said that students have
made some errors in the way they used referenddé® ihibliography of their MDs, and have
not totally respected the requirements of the Hansystem. When it comes to the basic
information included in the references, there ammetimes missing details like volume and
issue numbers and page numbers for print or eldctqeeriodicals, and also the URL and
accessed date are sometimes missing. The studerdsniot always respected the font style
(Italics) or underline the titles of works, and yhkeave made errors in capitalization. In
addition, there are errors in punctuation like fink stop instead of colon between location
and publisher. However, the order of informatiocluled in the references is generally
respected. Therefore, students of English have wmioless respected the Harvard referencing

system when citing sources in the bibliographyheirt MDs.
IV.2.4. The Chicago referencing system

According to Western Sydney University (2017), tBleicago citation style is used
widely for academic writing in the humanities, sdcsciences and natural sciences. One of
the styles of referencing in Chicago referencingteay is the author-date style. The author

date format is similar to the Harvard style andlesailed in the official Chicago Manual of
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Style (ibid). According to Enago Academy platforB®{6), one of the styles of referencing in
Chicago referencing system is the author-date sysiéhe Chicago author-date system is
preferred by scholars in science and social scgedeipline. It requires in-text-citation in

parentheses after the source reference (authet, ddte) with specific recommendations on
punctuation. Full details of the references ardunied in a bibliography at the end of the

work.

Among the forty analysed bibliographies of MDs,yoahe bibliography of MD in the
field of linguistics follows the Chicago author-dateferencing system. Here are some

extracts of how students use references in thebialphy of their MDs:

« Books

- Bird,L. Developing self- regulated learning skiltsyoung students. Deakin University,
20009.

- Cho, M.H. "the effects of design strategies fpromoting students' self-regulated
learning skills on students ’'regulation and ieebment in online learning
environments.

* Print periodicals

- Bose,J and rengel, Z .2009. "a model formatimssessment strategy to promote
student- centred self-regulated learning in é@igkducation”.Australia.vol.6.n0.12.

- Effeney, G and Caroll,A, and Bahr, N .2013.”Au$itza journal of educational and
developmental psychology”. Australian cathdliniversity. Verginia.vol.13.pp.58-74.

- Graham, S and Perin, D.2007.”A meta-analysisvating instruction for adolescent
students “Journal of education psychology”. Vark University. And Colombia
University.vol.99.n0.3.pp.445-476.

The students of English have not totally respetiedrecommendations of the basic
format for citing sources in the bibliography aaiog to Chicago author-date style (see
Table 4 in the Review of the Literature). Regarding basic information to use in the list of
references, not all the information were mentionBuere are some missing details like the

page numbers, volume and issue numbers for jowarimles, in addition to the place of
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publication and publisher for books. The studerdasehnot fully respected the font style
(Italics) for titles of works, and they have madeoes in punctuation. For the order of

information in the references, it is generally exgpd by the students.

The results of previous research show that varstyes of referencing were applied
in the theses, which consist of the APA, FKIP Untixdonesian, and personal/ uncommon
referencing styles, with the last one as the mesfuently used referencing style, and which
accounts for 37% of the total references. The ouné& of the present study reveal that
students of English also use a variety of referansiystems in their MDs. They consist of the
MLA, APA, Harvard and Chicago author-date systerswever, unlike the results of
previous research, the present research showghidanost used referencing system is the
MLA system in literature-civilization specialtiesjith 45% of the analysed bibliographies,
and the APA system in the specialties of linguss#SP, which accounts for 15% of the

analysed bibliographies.

To sum up, considering the discussion of the modtleast used referencing systems,
the second and fourth hypotheses suggested imtiteeluction section are confirmed. That is
to say, the students use different referencingesystin their MDs, but not all the students
respect the recommendations of the chosen refergngystem and not all of them are
consistent in applying it. Some students respextrégquirements of the adopted referencing
style to some extent; however, other students doaspect all the requirements of the chosen
style of referencing, when making errors whethethe basic information included in the
references by neglecting some details and not dimoduthem, not respecting the font style

(Italics) or underlining the titles of works, inditlon to errors in punctuation.
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IV.3. Mixed-up References

Many students have not respected the standaragesencing by mixing between the
requirements of different referencing systems girthse of bibliographic references. Eleven
out of forty bibliographies contain mixed-up refeces. In any academic work, it is necessary
to use the same referencing style from the begintiinthe end of the work, and also in the
list of references as the University of Bristol seanends it "Whichever particular system
you choose, BE CONSISTENT: you must maintain eyathle same style of citation
throughout each piece of work. Similarly, the styted in the bibliography should mirror that
employed in the references or notes.” (2015). Rglgin the aforementioned quotation, it can
be said that many students have not respectedriti@pbes of referencing sources, that is to

say, adopting only one referencing system in thédgraphy of their MDs.
IV.3.1. Mixtureof Harvard and APA Systems

Nine bibliographies contain mixed-up references Hdrvard and APA styles.
Therefore, students have not respected the recodatien of using only one referencing
system in any piece of academic work. Here are seranples of how students mixed

references in the bibliography of their MDs:

* Bibliography 1
Books

- Gillham, B. (2007)Developing a questionnaire2" ed. London: Continuum
International Publishing Group.

- Gipps.C.V. (1994). Beyond testing: Towards a themrgducational assessment.
Washington D. C.: The Falmer Press.

Print Periodicals

- Sadler, D.R. (1998) Formative assessment: revigsitie territory,Assessment in
Education 5(1), 77-84.
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- Tarras, M. (2005) Assessment —Summative and Formative- Some Thabretic
ReflectionsBritish Journal of Educational Studies, ISSN 0Q0D5, Vol 53, NO

* Bibliography 2
Book Chapters
- Djoudi, M. (2010). E-Learning in Algeria: Experiences on E-Learning in
Algerian Universities In: Ugur , D. E-Learning Practices Turkey: Anadolu

University. pp: 1-31.

- Dornyei, Z. (1998)Motivation in Second and Foreign Language Learnihg
Language Teachind.ondon, Thames Valley University. pp: 117-135.

Print Periodicals

- Deci, E, L. et al. (1991)Motivation and Education: The Self-Determination
Perspective Educational Psychologist. Lawrence Erlbaum Assesi pp: 325-
346.

- Al-alak, B. and Alnawas, |. (2011Measuring the acceptance and adoption of e-

learning by academic staffKknowledge Management and E-Learning: An
International Journal, Vol 3. pp: 201-221.

* Bibliography 3
Online Periodicals

- Bhela, B. (1999). Native language Interference @arning a Second Language.
International Education JournaVol. 1, No 1, pp22-23. Retrieved from: URL

- Schachter, J. & Celce-Murcia, M. (1978ome Reservations Concerning Error

Analysis. TESOL Quarter\11(4), pp 81-91. Accessed on: 04/06/2015. Retdev
from: URL

The students have not respected the recommendatioane referencing system as
they mixed between the Harvard and APA referendtyes, when citing sources in the
bibliography of their MDs. Sometimes, one referercéormulated by mixing between the
requirements of both Harvard and APA systems, @hdrdimes, one bibliography includes
some references in Harvard style and others in ABk. For instance, in one bibliography,

some references contain the full stop after the géaublication like APA recommends, and
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other references do not include it like Harvardterys recommends. In one reference, the
requirements of both Harvard and APA styles codanbticed, for example, in one reference,
the full stop is included after the year like AP&quires, and then in the same reference, (pp.)
is used in periodicals which is required by the Judad referencing system, not the APA

system. Therefore, the students have not rigoraesiyected the principles of referencing.

IV.3.2. Mixture of Chicago and MLA referencing systems
Two bibliographies contain a mixture of Chicago aUdA referencing styles. Thus,
the students have not respected the requiremenisireg only one referencing system in any
written assignment. Here are some examples of hadests mixed the references in the

bibliography of their MDs:

« Books

- Hall, S. and T. Jefferson (ED.). (1976).resistaticeugh rituals: youth and subculture in
post-war Britain. London: Hutchinson.

- Judt, Tony. The burden of responsibility. Chicaldaiversity of Chicago press, 1998.
* Book chapters:

- Hall, S.1996a.” who needs identity?”, in questsoaf cultural identity; edited by S Hall
and P and Gay. London: sage.

- Freedmen, R. Saul Below: the illusion of environimén Saul Bellow and the Critics.
New York: New York university press.1967.pp.51-68.

* Print periodicals
- Hall, S.1996. The west and the rest: discoursepamr. In S. Hall, D. Held. Hubert, and

K. Thompson (EDs).Modernity: an introduction to reod societies. Malden, Ma.
blackwell.

- Thorson, Thomas London. "Albert Camus and the tdagbf man “Ethics 74, no.4
(1964):281-91.

The students have not respected the recommendaifomse referencing system as
they mixed between the Chicago and MLA referenghges when citing sources in the

bibliography of their MDs. In fact, a bibliographgcludes some references in MLA and
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others in Chicago style. Indeed, in the same kibdéiphy, there are some references where the
year of publication is directly placed after theher's name like the Chicago system requires,
whereas other references include the year of matiic at the near end of the reference entry,
which is required by the MLA system. Therefore, t#tadents have mixed between the

different referencing systems, and have not respdtie principles of referencing.

Unlike the findings of previous research where natune between the referencing
styles was noticed, the outcomes of the presemtystaveal that students use mixed-up

references in the bibliography of their MDs.

In short, the second and fourth hypotheses aneegrdn other words, the students use
different referencing systems in the bibliograpHytteeir MDs, and some students do not
conform to one particular referencing system, taey inconsistent as they mix between the

different styles.

Conclusion

To conclude, this chapter has been devoted tontieepretation and discussion of the
results obtained from the analysis of the fortylibdraphies of MDs, where it was noticed
that the students use different amounts of refa®nc their MDs. They use more recent
sources than old ones, and more print source rakltdhan electronic sources. The results
also reveal the use of different referencing systemamely MLA, APA, Harvard and
Chicago author-date systems. A mixture between different styles of referencing in the
same bibliography was also noticed. This chapterbdeen divided into three main sections
namely; bibliography format, most and least useteremcing systems, and mixed-up
references. The different findings have been dssdisin the light of the analytical
frameworks outlined in the review of the literatutfee previous research on the topic, as well

as the advanced hypotheses.
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General Conclusion

The present research has dealt with the issue feferecing which is of current
importance, mainly as far as the practice of plkgma is concerned, now that access to
information has become so easy. It has addressearthlysis of the use of references in
students’ dissertations. Its main objective wagslistover and highlight the different ways
Master 2 students of English use references im igsertations, and determine the extent to
which they conform to a particular referencing syst This study was conducted at the level
of the English Department at Mouloud Mammeri Unsigr of Tizi-Ouzou, and in order to

guide our investigation, some research questions haen asked:

1. What types of source materials do Master 2 stisdef English use in their MDs? and how

do they use these sources to meet their informateals?
2. What are the referencing systems used by Masterdents?
3. To which extent do students conform to the chas&rencing styles?

For answering these research questions, the folpwiypotheses were advanced trying to

predict the results:

- The students get information from different typésource materials. They use some types

of reference materials more than others.
- The students use different referencing systenecge@csources in their MDs.
- All students are consistent in applying the clhhasferencing system.
- Not all students respect the requirements of dhesen referencing style and they are
inconsistent in applying it.
The corpus consisted of forty bibliography sectiohdViDs, which made a total of

1662 references. These dissertations were selécteddifferent specialties in the field of

linguistics namely, Language and Communication, l&jpLinguistics and Social Semiotics,
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and the field of Literature and Civilization, mqueecisely, Comparative Literature, Media &
Culture in English Speaking Countries, Cultural &dia Studies, and Drama / Theatre. This
research study was restricted to the UniversityiniOuzou because of time limitations, but
also to serve the aim of our study, which is toaihthe referencing systems used at the level
of the English department at MMUTO, accordingly, f@goured analysing MDs that were

available in the library of the English department.

The mixed method research was used to analyse orpus; it consisted of
guantitative and qualitative analysis. For the dquative analysis, Excel software was used in
order to calculate data, while the qualitative gsial consisted in applying the theoretical
frameworks that are the bibliographic referencenfats of four referencing systems in use in
Academia, namely the Harvard, APA, MLA and Chicagghor-date referencing systems.
These were the basis for the identification of diféerent referencing systems used by the

students of English in their MDs.

The results of the analysis of the number of eafees in bibliography sections of
MDs revealed that the bibliographies containededdht numbers of references. Some
bibliographies containing more references thanrsthand other bibliography sections having

very few references.

In addition, the findings showed that the majodfysource materials used by students
in their MDs were not of very recent publicatioaggood number of sources used were up-to-

date, and very few sources consisted of old puibbica.

The results of analysis of source types revealatighnt source materials were more
present than electronic sources, more specificdly, print sources, books and print
periodicals were more present than other print casur For electronic sources, online

periodicals and web pages were more used than ethetronic sources. However, these
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results were not expected because of the unavayabi these print sources in the English
department library. This can be explained by theletts' misuse of the referencing systems
because of not providing the Web address wheneardarg online sources. That is why the

majority of source materials seem to be print sesirc

In this research, it was also discovered that thstmsed referencing systems in the
specialities of linguistics were the APA and Hadsatyles; whereas, in the speciality of
literature and civilization, it has been found titia¢ mostly used referencing style was the
MLA referencing style, while the Chicago referergrgystem was the least used. This can be
explained by the nature of the topic which requittes use of one particular referencing

system over another.

The results further demonstrated that the studeht&nglish used a mixture of
references in the bibliographies of their MDs. S@halents mixed between the Harvard and
APA systems, and others between MLA and Chicagereeting systems. This is due to the
fact that students do not respect the standardssiofy only one referencing system when

citing sources in any academic work.

The conclusion to be drawn from this study is thatstudents of English at MMUTO
did not respect all the recommendations of the ehosferencing styles and were inconsistent
in applying them. Therefore, the first, second tmdth advanced hypotheses are confirmed.
That is to say, the students brought informati@mfrdifferent types of source materials, and
they used more books and journal articles thanrayipes of sources, but they did not respect
the standards of referencing outside sources, aadhe recommendation of including web
address when referencing online sources. The dudeed different systems to cite sources
in the bibliography of their MDs. Some Master studerespected the requirements of the

chosen referencing system to some extent, andvwibey consistent in their use of references.
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However, other students did not respect all theirements of the chosen referencing system
and were inconsistent in organizing the referenteeshe point that some students did not

conform to one specific referencing system by usiiged-up references.

The present study was restricted to a corpus ¢y WdDs, therefore future research
studies should attempt to investigate the use f#rences in the theses written by post-
graduate students of the English department, wbazlid be really enriching to this study.
Moreover, a study of the functions of referencethan different sections of MDs would be a

very interesting research area.
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