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Abstract:

This study delves into a pivotal philosophical issue spanning ancient, modern, and
contemporary thought, with a specific focus on the Habermasian public sphere
within political theory. Employing a comparative and analytical approach, it
scrutinizes the origins and manifestations of the public sphere in ancient Greece.
Subsequently, the study traces its trajectory within Western civilization during the
modern era, identified as the bourgeois public sphere, primarily encapsulating the
bourgeois class. A nuanced exploration ensues, examining its attenuation following
Jurgen Habermas's realization that the democratic issue cannot be confined solely to
the potent realm of bourgeois authority. Instead, it necessitates extension to
encompass simple classes comprising civil society networks, the working class, and
other and analogous segments. This analysis interfaces closely with the
communicative theory grounded in deliberative democracy, predicated on the
philosophy of communication and the ethics of dialogue, as elucidated within
Habermas's overarching philosophical framework. The study further addresses the
previously peripheral subject of religion within Habermas's philosophical repertoire.
In this endeavor, he seeks to integrate religious elements and secularism within a
comprehensive paradigm. The centrality accorded to rights and law within the public
sphere is underscored by Habermas, contending that legal standards play a pivotal
role in achieving social integration and interaction. The study culminates in an
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examination of the extensions of the Habermasian public sphere, with some
regarding the virtual public sphere as an authentic instantiation of the Habermasian
public sphere. This construct, fostering a universal public sphere transcending
national and continental boundaries, gained prominence, particularly in the
aftermath of the shortcomings of traditional media under authoritative sway. The
public sphere, now intricately linked with contemporary media, discards taboo
subjects conflicting with state directives. The primary objective of this thesis is to
Illuminate and expound upon the salient issues broached by Habermas within the
realm of the public sphere and communication.

Central to this inquiry is the overarching question of whether Habermas has
effectively realized communication within the public sphere. The study is partitioned
into three core sections. The first two sections systematically scrutinize the roots and
manifestations of the public sphere, alongside its fundamental preoccupations. The
third section, in turn, directs its focus towards the virtual technological public sphere,
examining the criteria adopted to instantiate the Habermasian model. Additionally,
it probes whether this jurisdiction contributes to the advancement of Arab nations
and if it genuinely succeeds in constituting a universal public sphere in accordance
with the tenets of the Habermasian project.

Key words: public sphere, communication, media, the language, the society,
virtual space.
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