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The Treaty of Sevres, 1920

(from: The Treaties of Peace 1919-1923_ Vol. IT, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
New York, 1924)

Section I Articles 1-260

THE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN THE ALLIED AND
ASSOCIATED POWERS

SIGNED AT SEVRES

AUGUST 10, 1920

PARTIL
FRONTIERS OF TURKEY
ARTICLE 27

I In Asia, the frontiers of Turkey will be laid down as follows:

1. On the West and South:

From the entrance of the Bosphorus into the Sea of Marmora to a point described below, stuated in
the eastem Mediterransan S22 in the neizhbourhood of the Guif of Alexandretta near Karatash
Burun the Sea of Mammora. the Dardanslles. and the Eastern Maditerranean Sea; the islands of the
Sea of Marmora, and those which are siruated within a distance of 3 miles from the coast, remaininz
Turkish, subject to the provisions of Section IV and Articles 84 and 122, Part ITI (Political Clauses).

2. With Syna:

From 2 pomt to be chosen on the sastem bank of the outlet of the Hassan Dede, about 3 kilometes
north-west of Karatash Bu- run. north-eastwards to a point to be chosen on the Djaibun Inmak about
1 kilometrs north of Babel, a line to be fixed on the ground passing north of Karatash: thence to
Kesik Kale, the course of the Djathun Irmak upstream.,

thence north-eastwards 1o 2 point to be chosen on the Djaihun Irmak about 15 kilomemss east-
southeast of Karsbazar, a line 1o be fixed on the ground passing north of Kara Tepe;

thence to the bend mn the Djaihun Irmak sitaated west of Duldul Dagh. the course of the Djaihun
Imak upsoeaam;

thence in a general south-easterly direction to a point to be chosen on Emir Musi Dagh about 15
kilometres south-south-west of Giaour Geul a line 1o be fixed on the ground at a distance of about
18 Klometres from the ralway. and leaving Duldul Dagh to Syna:

thence eastwards to a point to be chosen about 5 kilometres north of Urfa a generally seraight line
from west to 2ast 10 be hxed on the ground passins nocth of the roads commecting the towns of Bagh-
che. Aintab, Biridjik, and Urfa and leaving the last three named towns to Syma:

thence eastwards to the south-westem extremuty of the bend in the Tizns about § kilometres north
of Azekh (27 kilometres west of Djezire-ibn-Omar), a zenerally straight line from west to east to be
fized on the zround leaving the town of Mardm to Syna:

thence to a peint 1o be chosen on the Tizris between the point of confluence of the Khabur Su with
the Tizns and the bend in the Tigns siated about 10 Elomatres north of this point,

the course of the Tizris downstream, leaving the island on which is siruated the town of Djezire-ibn-
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Omar to Syria

3. With Mesopotamia:

Thence in a general easterly direction to 2 pomnt to be chosen on the northem boundary of the vilayst
of Mosul,

a line to be fixed on the ground.

thence eastwards to the point where it meets the fronter between Turkey and Persia,

the northern boundary of the vilayet of Mosul, modified. however, 50 a5 to pass south of Amadia

4. On the East and the North East:

From the point above defined to the Black Sea, the existing frontier between Turkey and Persia,
then the former frontier berween Turkey and Russia, subject to the provisions of Arncle 89

SECTIONILI
KURDISTAN.
ARTICLE 62.

A Commission siting at Constantinople and composed of three members appointad by the British,
French and Italian Governments respectively shall draft within six months from the coming into
force of the present Treaty a schems of local autonomy for the predomuinantly Kurdish areas lying
east of the Euphrates, south of the southem boundary of Armenia a3 it may e hereafter determined,
and north of the frontier of Turkey with Syria and Mesopotamia, as defined tn Article 27, 1 (2) and
(3). If unammity cannot be secured on any question, it will be referred by the members of the
Commission to their respacive Governments. The scheme shall contain full safeguards for the
protection of the Assm(ha]demsmdomerncdotmhmmmmmesmmmesemnmd
with this object a Commission composad of Bntish, French, Italian, Perzian and Kurdish
representatives shall visit the spot to examme and dacide what rectificanons, if any, should be made
m the Turkizh frontier where, under the provisions of the present Treaty, that frontier coincades with
that of Persia.

ARTICLE 6.

The Turkish Government hereby agrees 10 accept and execute the dacisions of both the
Commizsions mentioned in Article §2 within three months from their communication to the said
Government

ARTICLE 64.

If within one year from the coming into force of the present Treaty the Kurdish peoples within the
areas defined m Article 62 shall address themselves to the Council of the League of Natons in such
2 manner a3 to show that a majority of the population of these areas desires independence from
Turkey, and if the Council then considers that these peoples are capable of such independence and
recomumends that it should be granted to them. Turkey hereby agrees to execute such a
recommendation, and to repounce all nghts and ttle over these arsas

The detatled provisions for such remunciation will form the subject of a separate agreement between
the Principal Allied Powers and Turksy.

If and when such remunciation takes place, no objection will be raised by the Prncipal Allied
Powers to the voluntary adhesion to such an independent Kurdish State of the Kurds mhabiting that
part of Kurdistan which has hitherto been meluded in the Mosul vilayst.

http://vimyridgehistory.com/wp-content/uploads/Kurds-in-the-Treaty-of-Sevres-1920.pdf,: jiaall

(2015/ 11/11).
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Abstract

The influence of the minorities issue on political stability in the Middle

East:The case of Turkey’s Kurds after 2002.

This is a partial study shedding light on political stability in the Middle East from the
perspective of the issue of the influence of the minorities in the light of obvious division of

the region.

Our study explores the factors that have led to the emergence of minorities in this
region. It also studies the relation that lies between the the conditions of these minorities

and political stability in the area.

We broadly deal with the Turkey’s Kurds, given the regional importance of this state.
We have preferred to study its domestic policy towards Kurdish minorities, and the extent

to which this factor impacts on Turkish regional policy.

As a result we have deduced that the Kurdish minority plays a vital role in the political
stability in Turkey, and despite the negative effects of the Kurdish issue in the country,

there are some positive aspects; especially in the continuity of the democratic process.

Our study advocates the renewal of the peaceful process as it is the only way to

preserve the unity of Turkey in terms of territories and populations.

We also advise the Middle East countries to avoid repressive ways when treating the
issues related to the minorities, because the violence used by the state makes the anti—

violence legitimate.

At last, we may say that the present study does not suggest ultimate solutions to the
problem of minorities, as this is deemed to be impossible. Instead, it proposes ways to
redirect and guide the minorities, such as acquiring legal and legitimate regimes and

giving minorities their rights through their integration in society.





