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Abstract:

Sea lanes gain great geopolitical importance as important links between different
seas and oceans and are mandatory transit points for many sea routes. They constitute
the most prominent arteries of navigation and international trade, especially in the transport
of energy resources such as oil and liquified gas. Access and control permit in sea lanes
is the most important topic of international conflicts because of its advantages in the
economic aspect of the strength of movement and volume of trade flows in them, and on
the security aspect, mainly in the issue of securing the energy supply.

This has made sea lanes play an important role for China, which seeks to continue
its rise at the level of the pyramid of the international system through the new strategy
represented by the Belt and Road Initiative, especially in its maritime apartment, which is
known as the Maritime Silk Road, which is very focussed on sea lanes to build economic
and security infrastructure along the maritime route covered by the initiative, in order to
make this project a success, which will enable China expand and strengthen its economy
and improve and facilitate the process of trade exchanges by seas with the various
countries that join the initiative, and secure its energy supply at these check points, which
are usually characterised by many problems such as international terrorism and piracy
operations or problems related to international and regional conflicts.

Keywords: Sea lanes, The Chinesse belt and road, The sea silk road, Energy suplies.




