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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the legitimacy of humanitarian intervention
in international law, focusing on reconciling the principle of state
sovereignty with the imperative of protecting human rights. It clarifies
the legal concept and types of humanitarian intervention, examines its
compatibility with international legal norms—particularly the non-
intervention principle—and analyzes major case studies such as
Kosovo, Rwanda, and Libya. It also explores the legal and political
challenges facing this evolving concept amid the absence of a unified

international legal framework.

The findings reveal significant ambiguity surrounding the legal
definition of humanitarian intervention and show how it has evolved
from classical interventions to the modern concept of the
"Responsibility to Protect.” The study distinguishes between legitimate
and illegitimate interventions, highlights the limited effectiveness of
armed interventions, and exposes the double standards often
employed by major powers. It concludes that a more coherent and
binding international legal framework is urgently needed to ensure
interventions are genuinely humanitarian and not driven by political

interests.
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