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Country Area (km*)** Population Literacy Rate* GDP (PPP)*~ GDP (nominal)**
(millions)** (%)
Afghanistan 652,230 32.007 31.7% $63.5bn $21.3bn
Bangladesh 147,570 159.857 58.8% $572.6bn $205.3bn
Bhutan 38,394 0.779 52.8% $6.3bn $2.2bn
India 3,287,240 1,276.2 74% $7996.6bn $2308.0bn
Maldives 298 0.38 98.4% $5.2bn $3.0bn
Nepal 147,181 28.4 57.4% $70.7bn $21.6bn
Pakistan 796,095 190.4 54.7% $928.0bn $250bn
Sri Lanka 65,610 21.7 91.2% $233.7bn $80.4bn

Source: *The World Fact book (www.cia.gov)*', **Wikipedia.com

Source_https://www.researchgate.net/publication/220229521 Book Review Success Fa
ctors for Fee-based Information Services by Irene Wormell/figures
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2 Cultural Diversity—Languages and Religions of South Asia, LiberTexts social sciences :

https: //socialsci.libertexts.org/Bookshelves/Geography (Human)/World_Geographies: A _Crit

ical_Introduction/07:_South_Asia/7.3:_Cultural_Diversity Languages and_Religions_of Sout
h_Asia 21:10 :aelud) <2025/05/25 g3 &,
3 Ethnic groups in South Asia, Wikipidia : https: //en.wikipidia.org/wiki/Ethnic_groups—
in_South_Asia 21:45 :4elul <2025/05/25 :¢ LY s
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! Cultural Diversity-Languages and Religions of South Asia, LiberTexts social sciences,
op.cit.

2 United nations, world economic situation and prospects 2025 (UN DESA,2025),
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-

content/uploads/sites/45/WESP_2025 ESA8PR8EN.pdf

% Lankaecon, « why is south Asia’s Economy the way it is ? », :
https://www.lankaecon.com/p/why-is-south-asias-economy-the-way :4=Ldl <2025/05/21 :
10:29
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! Worldometers. “Pakistan Population (LIVE).” Worldometers.
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Source https://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/01/world/asia/chinese-firm-will-run-strateqgic-

pakistani-port-at-gwadar.html

) i !
2 “China’s Gateway to the Middle East: Gwadar Port, ” The Diplomat, April 15, 2023.
https://thediplomat.com.18:30 :&eludl «2025/06/02 :¢ ¥ & )b
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Figure 1. India’s and Pakistan's Military Expenditures
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2 Santa Bahadur Thapa, ""The Geopolitics of China's Influence in South Asia:
Implications for India and the Region, (planetry journal of social sciences& Humanities
Research, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepal,march 2025, ISSN :3067-2392), p 04-05
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4 Carnegie Endowment. "China's Influence in South Asia: Vulnerabilities and Resilience in
Four Countries.” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, October 13, 2021.
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! China’s Gateway to the Middle East: Gwadar Port, op.cit.
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Four Countries.” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, October 13, 2021.
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2 Srilanka’s strategic location and foreign policy response towards India and US on Chinese

investments in Srilanka, jurrnal diplomasi pertahanam, volume 8, Nomor 2, 2022, Pp
102,103.

3 Rishi Gupta, Nepal China relations : Implications for India, jurnal third concept, vol 34, no
403, september 2020, Pp 11

% Nitasha Kaul, Beyond India and China : Bhutan as a small state in international
relations, International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, published by oxford university press,

Vol 00, No 0, 2021, pp 2
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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on an important and complex topic, which is how the
United States penetrates regional systems, with a special focus on South Asia as a practical
example. This region was chosen because of its great geopolitical importance and because it
has witnessed for decades' complex conflicts and intense competition between major powers,
especially the US and China. The study tries to analyze how the US is involved in South Asia,
what strategies it uses, how this affects the stability of the region and the regional interactions
between its countries, and what tools the US uses to face China’s influence in South Asia.

The study relies on the deconstructive approach as an analytical tool to help understand
complex phenomena. It does this by breaking down the issue into three levels: the internal level,
which looks at each country’s political stability, the strength of its institutions, and its ability to
face internal challenges; then the regional level, which looks at the relationships, alliances, or
conflicts between the countries of the region; and finally the international level, which shows
how the interests of major powers intersect and interact with what happens in the region.
The study concludes that this US involvement is influenced by the security and political
situations in the region, especially with the ongoing historical tensions between countries like
India and Pakistan, and the unresolved issues such as border disputes and ethnic and sectarian
problems. It also finds that China’s growing role is important to understand the nature of
regional interactions.

Key words: dynamics — penetration — United States — South Asia — deconstructive approach




