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Abstract

The present research provides a comparative analysis of Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations
(1861) and John Steinbeck’s The Pearl (1947) to examine their depiction of the issues of
poverty, social class and social mobility. Through the lens of the Marxist theory of Social Class,
we have explored problems of poverty and social class in the two treated novels as a case of
study. These two novels influenced the Capitalism on the English and American societies in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, respectively. Consequently, these two novels provide
profound insights into the Marxist theory by exploring social inequality, class struggle, and the
dire consequences of Capitalism. The findings of the study revealed that both novels depict the
harsh realities faced by individuals living in poverty and the challenges of achieving social
mobility. Dickens and Steinbeck emphasize the importance of moral integrity and the dangers

of greed in navigating life's challenges .

Key words: Charles Dickens, John Steinbeck, poverty, social class, social mobility, Capitalism,

Marxism
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION:

The present research deals with issues of poverty and social class and mobility in the
English and American Society of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries respectively. The study
is based on two novels entitled Great Expectation (1861) and The Pearl (1947) by the English
author Charles Dickens and American novelist John Steinbeck. The objective of this work is to
show that poverty and the division of social classes caused by the Industrial Revolution and
Capitalism affect both English and American societies and they have not changed over centuries

despite the development that the world has reached.

The field of Anthropology inspired a lot of political thoughts and ideas from Marxism theory
which are written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. So, the Marxism theory is a very essential
study that keens to change the global culture as injustice, oppression and inequality.
(paraphrased from Josiah Heyman, 2018, p.1). According to some research articles, the German
Karl Marx was adopted as the official doctrine of the German Social Democrats during the
twentieth century, many communist regimes were founded on the revolutionary ideas of

German philosopher Karl Marx. (paraphrased from World History EDU, 2024).

1. Review of the Literature

A lot of reviewers have criticized the two novels of Great Expectations and the Pearl
that reveal how mobility was used in the Victorian age by showing the daily life , difference
social levels and seek hard to implant on people the culture of mobility. To discuss these two
literary works, we will deal with sime literature reviw as the research of Marxism (2018) and

Social Classes Differences in Charles Dickens' Novel David Copperfield (2014).

This research paper will treat the study of poverty, social class and mobility in Charles
Dickens' Great Expectations and John Steinbeck's The Pearl; however, these studies remain
fragmented, as they discuss each novel in isolation. There has not been any work that examined

the theme of poverty and social class in the two works together, Despite the great attention
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given by critics to the themes of poverty, social class, and mobility, Therefore, this study
embarks on a quest to uncover the sources of poverty, social class, and mobility, and how they
permeate society in both English and American societies during the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries.

2. Issue and Working Hypothesis

Our aim is to critically analyze the themes of poverty and social class, with a particular
focus on mobility. To reinforce this research, the Marxist theory is employed to examine the
two novels entitled Great Expectations and The pearl and to explore their portrayal of
Capitalism in Victorian England and British America, which revolves around the themes of
poverty, social class, and mobility. This theory will be applied to both novels. Consequently,
these two novels provide profound insights into the Marxist theory by exploring social
inequality, class struggle, and the dire consequences of Capitalism. They shed light on the
oppressive nature of class divisions and the detrimental effects of a system that prioritizes

wealth and power over human rights and well-being.

3. Materials

More importantly, the use of the Marxist theory in literature has a major role in
examining literary works and criticizing their content based on social class. Hence, when
evaluating a literary work from a Marxist viewpoint, one must consider how class functions
in that piece of writing, how the protagonists or characters struggle with oppression, if the
work supports or rejects Marxist principles, and how the work addresses oppression and
deals with this concept throughout the plot of the work and its events. Therefore, this theory
has been selected as lenses through which the present study attempts to analyze the two
famous works of Charles Dickens and John Steinbeck comparatively and address the issue
of social class and oppression, along with poverty and social mobility in the two selected

works of literature.
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The suitability of this theory to our work is related to the fact that it fits the events that
occurred in both novels. Dickens examines social class differences and the effects of inequality
in Great Expectations, highlighting the challenges experienced by people from various
backgrounds. The book also emphasizes how the working class is exploited and alienated,
highlighting the shortcomings of the capitalist system. Similar to this, Steinbeck criticize
capitalism in The Pearl by telling the tale of a poor pearl diver who is taken advantage of by the
rich. Both books explore issues of social class, exploitation, and the possibility of revolution,

offering readers a provocative look at society and its ingrained injustice.

To achieve the goal of this study, our work will be divided into three chapters. The first
chapter will treat the debate of Poverty and Social Class in Great Expectations and The Pearl.
The second chapter will tackle the Social Mobility in Great Expectations and The Pearl.
Finally, the third chapter will be considered as a practical part that analyze the two novels and

titled The Impossibility of Achieving Social Mobilty in Great Expectations and The Pearl
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Chapter One:
Poverty and Social Class in Great

Expectations and The Pearl



CHAPTER 01: Poverty and Social Class in Great Expectation and The Pearl

The first chapter treats the concept of poverty and social class in the two novels “Great
Expectation and the Pearl”. Through this theoretical part, some fundamental elements, will be defined
such as; an overview of social structure in Victorian England and Post War America. Also, class conflict
in the English and American societies. we will also represent the “poverty and social class in the novel
of Great Expectation and The Pearl ” Furthermore, we will discuss the similarities and differences

between them.

Initially, Great Expectations and The Pearl are two classic novels that were written by two
different authors in different times and places. The first literary work reveals the story of a poor lower
class boy in Britain who has great hopes and expectations for his future to be a gentleman and join the
upper society in a world that only values money and high social status in life. The second parallel work
of literature tells the story of an American black fisherman who fails in a life-threatening attempt to save
his son because society ignores the needs of the impoverished and those who cannot provide for their
family. Although the two stories are set in different contexts, they convey the similar themes of suffering,
poverty, societal prejudice based on financial standing, and the hope for a more honorable future. Charles
Dickens and John Steinbeck were able to depict the true suffering of poor people in both the British and
American society, and their unjust social treatment that often leads to reshaping people’s personalities,
behaviors, and sometimes, even their morals. Through the theory of Marxism the two novels are
examined and analyzed in the present chapter to address the themes of poverty and social class in both
the Victorian era and in England and the post war in America and portray their representation in both

Great Expectations and The Pearl.

1. Overview Of Social Class Structure In Victorian England And Post War

American

The Victorian age refers to the period during which Queen Victoria took claim to the throne in
1837 and ruled England at that time. This period lasted until her death in 1901, but the Victorian literature
that was based on depicting the social and political conditions of people at that time persisted for over
six decades in the English society. The main theme that dominated the literary scene during the Victoria
era manifested in social class struggle and English social structure that was determined and reshaped by

4
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several factors, including the Industrial Revolution. In fact, many Victorian struggles were reflected in
the experiences of the characters in the Victorian novel because of its emphasis on a realistic depiction

of social life and its issues (paraphrased from Cherra, 2014, p. 5).

Moreover, there are several authors who gained a significant recognition and acknowledgement
for their literary works during this era which depicted the real social issues of the Victorian people and
the characterizing class struggle that dominated this era. The Bronté sisters (Charlotte, Emily, and Anne)
for instance, were successful in producing some of the finest and valuable works of literature that are
still the center the admiration and appreciation in today’s’ modern world. The Bronté sisters' professional
writing career lasted a mere seven years, from 1846 to 1853, during which they created seven
outstanding pieces of literature which have grown to be classics of the world of arts and literature

nowadays ( Matthewman, 2016, p.83).

In sum, it can be said that a number of writers received a great deal of fame and respect for their
writings that captured the distinctive class conflict that characterized this time period and the actual
socioeconomic problems of the Victorian populace. A lot of writers wrote about poverty, inequality, and
injustice in their literary works as novels. Hence, the two novels of “Great Expectations” and “The
Pearl” play an important role in shedding light on American and English society by showing the way

of life and how people suffer from different issues as oppression and injustice.

1.1.The Class Conflict In The English And American Societies

Class struggle is a major theme that characterized the Victorian literature. Despite the popular
perception of Victorian Britain as being warm, conventional, and tranquil, it was actually a period of
remarkable advancement and expansion in almost every facet of life It is the turning point that
transformed the country from a feudal society to a more industrial one through the unfolding of the
Industrial Revolution. The latter introduced radical economic transformations in terms of building
factories, using machines in the industry (agriculture, transportation), building railways and steam

engines. This revolution led to the emergence of the working class in England which constitutes the
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largest population of the English society. ( paraphrased from Brindas, 2020, p. 38). for better

explanation,

Britain reached its pinnacle in terms of power and prosperity thanks to this revolution. However,
a substantial portion of the British population, especially farmers and peasants, moved from the
countryside to the great cities in pursuit of work during the country's height of wealth, power and
influence. There, they lived in poor living conditions (Brindas, 2020, p. 38). This condition distinguished
between three social divisions which include the Aristocracy (upper class), the Bourgeoisie (the middle

class) and lower class people who lived in poor and crucial conditions.

In fact, even the upper class was divided into two major sub-divisions due to the Industrial
Revolution that allowed many members of society from the middle or lower classes to climb the social
ladder and be rich through their businesses or investments. Thus, the English society included the
Avristocrats who were born in wealth through their land properties (old money), and the Bourgeoisie
(new money) who acquired their wealth and status through labor and investments Both these types
formed the British upper class who lived mostly in the capital London in well-attended and presentable
establishments. On the contrary of their counterparts, the lower class members who occupied the
countryside, or descended to London for employment. (as paraphrased and cited in Cheraa, 2014, p.

28).

Throughout the Victorian era, the British working classes were excluded from the political system
and grew more antagonistic toward both the middle class and the aristocracy. This social division and
injustice created an internal struggle and conflict in the English society that maximized in volume with
years and increased social pressure on the victims of this unjust society. This conflict has been recorded
to take many forms, including violence among the citizens, mortality resulting from impoverishment,
malnutrition, disease, or dangerous working conditions, coercion, including the fear of losing a job or

other life resources ( paraphrased from Cheraa, 2014, p. 37).

The consequences of this problem and their significant impact on British society were a

compelling reason for writers and authors of that age to address this issue in their literary works and
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bring attention to the magnitude of this situation. Therefore, Charles Dickens chose this theme as a
persistent topic that was repeatedly addressed and discussed in his novels, including Great Expectations.
This theme was not limited to British literature; rather, it was also prominent in American literature as
well, as one of John Steinbach's works The Pearl illustrates, because the British and American societies

have the same economic structure that is addressed through authors™ literary works.

2. The Representation of Poverty and Social Class in Great Expectations (1861)

Dickens had a tendency of shocking his readers with the vivid visions of poverty, injustice, and
criminality he presented in his novels, and demonstrated an amazing ability to empathize with the
victims of economic, social, and moral abuses during the Victorian era (paraphrased from Brindas, 2020,
p.37 ). Thus, his books orbit around the theme of social class and poverty that characterize his writing
style. Therefore, Dickens has been successfully able to portray the theme of social class and social
distinctions of the English society. In his work Great Expectations, he revealed the living conditions of
both middle class and upper class members in one single social context and enabled the readers to
witness the diversity of these conditions through the lines of his novel. It is documented in history that
the Industrial Revolution has caused the emergence of capitalism that divided societies into separate
social classes and groupings; they include upper class (property owners), middle class (descent
employees), and lower class (laborers). The upper class members are known to exploit the lower class
people to climb up the social ladder and maintain their fortune by exploiting their labor in exchange for

low wages with no wealth, power and property.

This social division was depicted through two forms in the novel. First, it was evidenced through
Pip’s life before and after his life-altering fortune. Throughout his childhood, Pip was expected to grow
and learn to be a blacksmith under the apprenticeship of his brother in law Joe. He was supposed to learn
the craft and provide for himself and future family through his labor. When he received the fortune
however, and was sent to London to start his new life among the gentile society, Pip was only required
to be a gentleman. After he got to London, all he had to do was educate himself, so that he could be a

respectable member of society and deserving of other people's company.
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Mr. Pocket and | had a long talk together. He knew more of my intended career than
I knew myself, for he referred to his having been told by Mr. Jaggers that | was not
designed for any profession, and that | should be well enough educated for my
destiny if I could "hold my own™ with the average of young men in prosperous
circumstances. | acquiesced, of course, knowing nothing to the contrary (Charles

Dickens, 1861, p. 276).

Dickens portrayed the theme of poverty through the life of Pip before he was brought to London
to be a gentleman. He described the living conditions that Pip endured in his childhood and adulthood
and showed the fancy counterpart living circumstances of the upper class through Miss Havisham's
castle to highlight the stark difference between the two. His description of Pip’s home with his sister and
Joe, the forge, and the surrounding environment showed the desolate living conditions of the lower class
families. His description of Estella’s view of Pip’s cloths and coarse hands that reflect his manual
hardships also portrays the poor living circumstances of poor people in the Victorian age who need to
do physical work to survive and wear rough and ugly fabrics just for the practical purpose of covering

themselves and facilitating their labor.

Moreover, the character of Joe and his limited ambition reflects the social restrictions and
limitations that are imposed on the lower class to prevent them from seeking higher social or economic
status. Throughout the novel, Joe expressed to have no desire in rising above his station and achieving
wealth or collecting money. On the contrary, he accepted his position and saw that his existence as a

blacksmith is the only way that he could be in life.

In the same context, Dickens was able to portray the social class distinction through the characters of
the book who ranged from upper class members (Miss Havisham and Mr. Drummle) to middle class
people (Pumblechook, Jaggers and Wemmick) and to the lower class laborers (Joe, Orlick and Biddy).
This social class system was clearly depicted through the events of the novel that revealed the seclusion

of each class and its lack of interaction with the other classes. It appeared through the novel that rich
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people from the upper class maintain a safe distant from people of the lower class through the state of
Miss Havisham and her secluded existence in her castle. She was only in direct interaction and
communication with her adopted daughter Estella, family members who visited her from time to time,
and Pip who was an exception to the rest. However, her interaction with people from the middle or lower
class was non-existing and this is clearly shown through Mr. Pumblechook’s statement when he said
that he has never seen Miss Havisham in person. Rather, she used to speak to him from behind an ajar
door so that he could receive her instructions and fulfill her demands: “Why, don't you know," said Mr.
Pumblechook, testily, “that when I have been there, I have been took up to the outside of her door, and

the door has stood ajar, and she has spoke to me that way” (p. 50).

The novel also reflects a major impact of the social class system in the Victorian age which is the
poor people’s discontent with their social status and their unjust treatment by rich people. Throughout
the book, Pip always felt shame of his up-bringing and discontent for his lack of wealth and education.
His great expectations started to develop when he first visited Miss Havisham in her house and saw the
differences between himself and Estella (differences between upper class and lower class). From that
single encounter in which he was humiliated for his looks, speech and behavior, he started to wish if
things were different. He started to resent both his sister’s treatment of him at home, and Joe's lowly
upbringing that was reflected on his own. “I am not at all happy as I am. I am disgusted with my calling
and with my life. I have never taken to either, since I was bound. Don't be absurd” (p. 92). The social
differences that he saw and comprehended even as a child, made him resent his lowly existence and
want to be something that he was not born to be, he wanted to be a gentleman because he thought it was

a better way of existence as a human being: “I want to be a gentleman” (p. 91).

Moreover, Dickens tackled a sensitive psychological aspect of the social class system during the
Victorian era that manifests the complexity of the people’s characters from the upper class and the
simplicity of thoughts and mindset of the lower and middle class members. This diversity in thought
was depicted mainly through two main characters, Joe the blacksmith, and Estella. From the beginning
of the novel, Joe showed to be a simple minded, kind hearted and friendly person who tolerated the

verbal and non-verbal abuse of his wife and accepted her orphan brother as a member of his family to
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care and provide for. More than that, he considered Pip to be his friend in better and worse. Even after
Pip became a gentleman and hurt Joe's feelings when he excluded him from his life, Joe was the one
who saved his life and paid his debt when everything turned against him in London. Estella on the other
hand, showed to have a complex character and mindset from the beginning of the novel. she was

portrayed to abhor Pip and everything he represents since he is from the lower class.

She came back, with some bread and meat and a little mug of beer. She put the mug
down on the stones of the yard, and gave me the bread and meat without looking at
me, as insolently as if | were a dog in disgrace. | was so humiliated, hurt, spurned,
offended, angry, sorry,—I cannot hit upon the right name for the smart—God knows

what its name was,—that tears started to my eyes (Charles Dickens, 1861, p. 47).

Her behavior often made Pip feel shame and disgrace for everything that he presented, and lowered
his self-esteem towards himself and his character. In other times however, she would act nice and

tolerant in an explicable way.

But she neither asked me where I had been, nor why | had kept her waiting; and there
was a bright flush upon her face, as though something had happened to delight her.
Instead of going straight to the gate, too, she stepped back into the passage, and
beckoned me. "Come here! You may kiss me, if you like (Charles Dickens, 1861, p.

66).

Her shifting and contradictory feelings towards Pip throughout the novel are a clear indicator of
her complicated personality and unstable thoughts. Growing up, she developed warm feelings for Pip
but chose to marry Mr. Drummle, a cold-hearted and equally complexed gentleman, through fully aware
that she would not be happy with him. This demonstration of complicated characters confirms the
Marxism theory which explains that the material world and the circumstances surrounding people have

an impact on people's attitudes, personalities, and behaviors (Bowens, et al, 1974). This explains the

10
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complexity of Estella’s character, since she was raised by Miss Havisham to hate and break men's hearts
and have no feelings of her own. Estella was surrounded by gloom and darkness during her upbringing

and an environment like this can only produce a complicated personality with a dark and cold mindset.

The character of Magwitch also reveals the social class system that subjects lower class people
to social discrimination. This injustice involves the authorities™ lenience with criminals from the upper
class and its sever punishment of people from the lower poor class. As if law is only passed to judge this
category of society. Magwitch told his story to Pip and informed him that he was an outlaw who
committed robbery and theft with the collaboration of a fellow man from the aristocrats who was named
Compeyson. When they were arrested in London and brought in front of justice, Compeyson was only
convicted for two years for his good upbringing and social background, whereas Magwitch was
convicted with ten years in prison just for the simple cause that he was from the lower class and deserves
to be severely punished for his misdeeds. This behavior reflects the major injustice of the British Judicial
system during the Victorian age and the social discrimination the people were subjected to due to their

social class.

3. The Representation of Poverty and Social Class in The Pearl (1947)

The Pearl is a novel written by John E. Steinbeck, an American author who depicts the theme of
social class in the U.S through his works of literature. This novel tells the story of Kino, a poor black
man living with his small family and small community in post-colonial Mexico in simple brush houses
on the Gulf. The story depicts social class system and conflict when Kino's child get stung by a scorpion.

Kino fails to provide medical assistance for his son due to his poverty and lack of financial resources.

The Pearl addresses the theme of poverty and its consequences through the oppression that the main
character endured though the events of the novel due to his low social status and his poor living
conditions. The opening of the novel is a clear personification of poverty in the Golf countries through
which Steinbeck provided a clear description of the living conditions of black poor people from the
lower classes in their simple brush and limited means of life, including their attire, their sleeping mats
on the dirty floor, their primitive fire pits, and the insects that roamed around their simple brush-house.

All of these scenes and passages represent the theme of poverty in the work of Steinbeck The Pearl.

11
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Another representation of this theme in this novel is Kino's inability to obtain the doctor’s help to cure
his son from the scorpion’s bite because he did not even have the simple payment of the doctor’s
services. This implies that Kino was destitute and could not afford even the simplest requirements of
his daily life. Steinbeck has even explained through Kino's words that the people cared only about
providing food and shelter for their wives and children. This, in the eyes of modern civilized society,

is the lowest phases of poverty that one could reach in his life.

Kino and Juana came slowly down to the beach and to Kino's canoe, which was the
one thing of value he owned in the world. It was very old. Kino's grandfather had
brought it from Nayarit, and he had given it to Kino's father, and so it had come to
Kino. It was at once property and source of food; for a man with a boat can guarantee
a woman that she will eat something. It is the bulwark against starvation (John

Steinbeck , 1947, p. 8).

Hence, the only item of value that Kino and his social class could possess in their life was a
canoe. This materialistic possession was their only means of survival through which they could offer

their fishing services to get food to sustain their families from starvation.

Through the lens of the Marxist theory, it could be observed that Kino attempted to rise above
his situation and attain wealth to improve his life circumstances and better provide for his family in a
society that acknowledges money and materialistic substance as the only means of power and
competence. This behavior is a result of the social conflict that Kino and his likes of other members from
the same social group in their daily life in their unjust social system. A society that only recognizes
people of high status and power and regards those with no materialistic means as worthless creatures
who are only fit for service and labor, Consequently, Kino tries to maintain the pearl and protect it with
his life because it was his only means to achieve his goal. He threatened his family's safety and subjected

them to the people’s greed for the purpose of abandoning his poor life and achieves wealth and money.

12
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Portraying social class and class struggle theme, Steinbeck demonstrated the vast gap between
how society views and treats individuals based on their social level. This treatment was portrayed at the
beginning of the story when Kino's baby was stung by a scorpion. In any other similar context, the first
logical and acceptable reaction would be to take the baby to the doctor or call for his services. However,
when Juana asked for the doctor once hearing her baby's cries, everyone in the brush expressed
amazement and astonishment for her request, including Kino himself. This situation reflects the social
discrimination to these people are subjected which denies them even the basic needs of their lives for
obtaining public services. This aspect was reconfirmed when Kino took his child to the doctor, the first
thing the doctor asked for if the father had the money for his fees, when the servant informed him that

he does not have enough to pay, the doctor simply declined to treat the child and left him to die.

According to Marxism, this situation reflects the importance of money as the main required form
of manifestation of the measure of value that is inherent in social commodities (Moseley, 2005, p. 2).
Put differently, the only valuable asset that determines a person's capacity to use public resources and
get assistance from society is money. Regardless of the necessity of social services for survival, a human
being is considered undeserving of them if they lack this asset or means. Therefore, this situation reflects

the importance of money and its role in determining one’s value in modern societies.

4. Similarities And Differences In The Portrayal Of Social Class And Poverty In

Great Expectations And The Pearl

As it has been demonstrated through the analysis of Great Expectations and The Pearl, both
novels revolve around the two major themes poverty and social class. Steinbeck and Dickens portrayed
these themes in their own writing styles through their own different perspectives in two different
settings. The former was implemented in the British social context whereas the latter was located in the
American social context. This illustrates the existence of these two issues in two different social
contexts. Therefore, there are some similarities between the depiction of poverty and social class

between the two authors™ works and some differences that distinguish between them.
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In terms of similarities, it could be assessed that both novels highlighted successfully the social
injustice that lower class people were subjected to by their materialistic societies. The characters of
Magwitch, Joe, and Pip were a concrete evidence of social exploitation, snobbery, and judicial injustice
through the treatment they received from the upper class; Pip through Estella’s humiliation and
degradation of him for his poor social upbringing and inferior looks, Joe through people’s disdain of
him for his simple-minded thoughts and personality of Estella, Miss Havisham, his wife and Pip himself
when he rose to money and status, and Magwitch through the British legal system that convicted him
severely due to his lowly poor social background. Steinbeck also depicted the same theme through his
main character Kino, who was treated unfairly by the people of his town due to his shabby appearance

and poor condition.

Another similarity that is observed in both works of literature presented in this study is the struggle
for betterment and improvement. Both Pip and Kino strived to rise above their status and abandon their
poor social standing to improve their social status and receive better treatment in their social
surroundings. Kino manifested that he was willing to do anything to gain money so that people would
acknowledge his existence and regard him as an equal human being who deserves to live and breathe.
Similarly, Pip showed that he is willing to abandon his childhood life, friends and family just to be a
member of the upper society and be acknowledged as a gentleman by his beloved Estella and her social
circle. This aspect reflects the resentment of people from the lower class of their living conditions and

their desire to elevate their social status.

Moreover, there are some differences between the two novels that give a special touch for each
literary work and its author. As it has been implied before, there are two different settings that have been
portrayed in the novels; Great Expectations took place in a British Victorian society during the 19"
century, whereas The Pearl was set in early 20th-century Mexico, in a rural, impoverished American
community. This difference in time and place proves the persistency of social class conflict over time

and the supremacy of money over social morals and principles.

Additionally, another major difference between the two novels involves the end of the stories

presented by both Dickens and Steinbeck. Admittedly, the end of a story has a significant meaning and
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revelation of the author’s perspective and point of view. In Great Expectations, Dickens concluded Pip’s
struggle and conflict with a hopeful closure in which Pip was able to reconcile with his family members
(Joe and Biddy) and come to terms with his social status in a sense that he became more satisfied with
what he has instead of what he lacks. However, The Pearl was disclosed with somehow a tragic ending
where Kino lost his son and his fortune at the same time and could not gain anything from his conflict,
neither his family safety nor his financial profit. This implies that Dickens has a more hopeful
perspective towards those from the lower class who strive to elevate their social status and improve their
living conditions provided that they return to their morals and principles. Whereas, Steinbeck appears
to condemn the lower class members who are driven by their greed and high expectation and limit their

aspirations with bleak disclosures and endings.

5. Conclusion

The present chapter demonstrates the representation of poverty and social class themes in Dickens
and Steinbeck’s works of literature, it could be stated that both novels presented vivid description of
both the social class system in global societies and their impact on individuals™ life and decisions.
Dickens elaborated the issue of poverty and social class discrimination that led Pip to abandon his
childhood family and surrounding and made him pursue his great expectations in London so that he
could elevate his social standing and win people’s recognition and acknowledgement. Steinbeck was
also able to depict the crucial social treatment that poor people were subjected to due to the lack of
materialistic substance, and the effect of this social discrimination on reshaping one’s morals through
the character of Kino who was overcome by greed and aspiration for wealth and money when he found
the precious pearl. In conclusion, it could be said that social class and poverty have a powerful impact
on one’s mental stability and emotional resolution. This was proved by both novels which depicted the
change of character that both Kino and Pip experienced when they were introduced to the chance of

gaining wealth and changing their social standing.
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The previous chapter has presented a comparative analysis of two issues represented in
both Dickens and Steinbeck’s novels that addressed the concept of poverty and its role in the
emergence of social class. Dickens depicted these two themes in a Victorian England society,
whereas Steinbach tackled these themes in community that was subjected to social division.
Both works have been criticized through the Marxist theory to discuss the structure of the
society during these two periods and how poverty could influence one's social class and his
position in society. The present chapter addresses another related theme that is linked to poverty
and social class which is social mobility. Moreover, the present chapter provides background
information of this concept and analyzes its representation in both Great Expectations and The

Pearl with reference to the similarities and differences of both these representations.

1. Definition of The Concept of Social Mobility

Reviewing some of the definitions of social mobility in literature reveals that this
concept does not have a commonly agreed upon description or a particular definition. It is rather
defined in different ways by different scholars in different contexts. For instance, this concept
is defined by Fields as the flow of certain individuals or groups through the allocation of their
financial status over time, determining the degree to which one's present financial situation is
reliant on one's previous situation, and connecting individuals' experiences with motion to the
general state of the economy in which they function (Galiani, 2010, p.n.d ). In other words, this
concept is used to refer to one’s social freedom of movement in social circles based on his
financial status and the relationship between the present financial status and the previous one.
Thus, this concept limits one’s present situation in society and relates it to his previous status

in the past that is also related to the family background that created that situation for him.
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In the same context, social mobility relates an agent's relative economic standing to
beginning factors like family history or parental income, hence, in order to analyze the causes
or factors of mobility, one must investigate the various channels, such as inherited gifts,
education, formal regulations, skills, opportunities, and working spirit, through which an
offspring's income is associated with that of his parents (Galiani, 2010, p. n. d ). Therefore,
one’s social mobility is heavily dependent on one’s economic status that has been defined in

society based on one of the factors of inheritance, gifts, social conduct, social offers and others.

In another effort to frame the concept of social mobility, this term was defined as one’s
ability to shift from a lower to a higher degree of education or occupational rank, or social class
or income group (lversen, Krishna & Sen, 2021, p. n. d ). Thus, it could be also described as
social ascend through which people from the lower class ascend a virtual social ladder to change
their financial or social position in society. In other words, this could be also referred to as
moving above one's station in society. This concept indicates the shift of poor people with poor
educational background from the lower class to the higher class in society and their embrace of

an esteemed social and financial position in respectable society.

Through the varied examination of the factors of social mobility, education is
highlighted as one of the most important factors that control one's social standing. It is believed
that good education can help people become more proficient in their abilities and knowledge,
not only may it lead to better careers, but it can also have a bigger impact on society (Choiril,
2023, p. 1). Stated differently, one’s education and the quality of that education plays a major
role in determine the type of jobs that they are entitled to, and the kind of social treatment that

one is subjected to.

More importantly, there are several aspects that determine one’s social mobility based
on their education quality. They include better job perspectives as mentioned before, income

increase, access to more high-quality health and administrative services, social superiority in
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terms of avoiding discrimination and systematic inequality (Choiril, 2023, p.1 ). Therefore,
social mobility, which is determined by social class, finance and education, allows individuals
the access to many social services and type of treatment that distinguish them from other people
of low financial status who are experience social inequality, discrimination, and limited access

to social services (health, education, living conditions, and others).

The concept of social mobility has been represented in literature in two forms. It is stated
that there are two types of this concept; they include Intergenerational and Intra-generational
social mobility. The first type refers to the transmission of social and economic position from
one generation to the next, which is measured by intergenerational social mobility based on a
variety of social and economic outcome metrics, such as family revenue, individual profits,
educational achievement, social class position, and occupational status (Duque & McKnight,
2020, p. n. d ). In other words, it could be comprehended that this type of social mobility
revolves around one's socio-economic position in society that was inherited through his parents
through their occupation, their educational and financial background, or even their own social

status in society.

On the other hand, the Intra-generational social mobility is more related to the social
transition that occurs as a person moves up or down the social ladder in their lifetime
(Lam&Cuong, 2017, p.16 ). Stated differently, this type of social mobility is concerned with
one’s change of social and economic status during his life, which excludes his parents
involvement in this shift and the influence of their social and financial status. Moreover, it is
also indicated through this statement that social mobility has two ways to change socio-
economic position, it could be either upward or downward. Therefore, individuals could move
from the lower class to the upper class, or vice versa, meaning that they could be lowered from

their high social class to the lower social class as well.
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Through the review of the concept of social mobility, it could be comprehended that this
concept could be closely related to the theme of poverty. Moreover, it is more closely related
to the concept of social inequality that subjects poor people to the injustice of social systems
and the discrimination of the people. It is even stated in research that social mobility would be
irrelevant and non-existent in a society devoid of inequality (Jonsson, Sebastian, Hammarstréom
& Gustafsson, 2017, p. 1 ). This statement highlights the major effect of social injustice and
inequality on the concept of social mobility. Therefore, if poor people from the lower classes
of society were not subjected to the discrimination and deprivation of their rights in their
society, these people would not feel the need rise above their station and ascend the social ladder
to join the upper circles of society and enjoy their same dignified treatment they receive in

society.

2. Representation of Social Mobility in Great Expectations

Social mobility has been a dominating theme in Charles Dickens™ Great Expectations,
just like the other two themes of poverty and social class. It could be even implied that social
mobility could be strongly linked to the aspect of poverty and social discrimination that divides
the British society into different categories from the lowest to the highest. This theme has been
depicted in the novel through different characters, starting from the main protagonist to the rest

of the characters.

2.1. Examination of Social Mobility through the Character of Pip

Pip’s social mobility and his conception of this idea started with his first realization of
the difference between his social status and that of Estella and Miss Havisham during their first
encounter in the castle. Their meeting made him realize the difference between his life and
theirs, it made him more conscious about his poverty and lower background. Therefore, he

started to develop a resentment towards his simple lifestyle with Joe. He stated:
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I lived in a state of chronic uneasiness respecting my behavior to Joe. My
conscience was not by any means comfortable about Biddy. When | woke up in
the night-like Camilla-1 used to think, with a weariness on my spirits, that |
should have been happier and better if 1 had never seen Miss Havisham's face,
and had risen to manhood content to be partners with Joe in the honest old forge.
(Charles Dickens, 1861, p.385)

This statement reveals Pip’s regret to meeting Miss Havisham; because he wished that
he stayed ignorant of the difference between their lives instead of hoping to be something more
in life, something that exceeds his simple life with Joe and his sister.Throughout his life, Pip
always knows what he wants and accepts his destiny as Joe's apprentice and future blacksmith.
His aspirations were limited to what was passed to him through living with Joe and his sister.
Therefore, he was content with the life he had with them despite its hardships and his sister’s
harsh treatment. However, during his encounter with Miss Havisham when she summoned him
to the castle to play, and after meeting Estella and being subjected to her sneers and her
condescension of him based on his worn clothes and ugly iron shoes, Pip became aware of his

poor background and he started to develop a disdain for his socio-economic position.

Furthermore, it should be also brought to discussion the importance of education and its
manifestation in Great Expectations. Dickens shows in the novel that Pip strived for a good
education during his growing-up phase even though he was still expected to pursue the life of
a blacksmith, and therefore, he did not need any type of education. However, Pip maintained
his pursuit of educating himself in a consistent manner for years, asking for Biddy's assistance.
This reflects his strong belief that he would someday rise above his station and be a gentleman
who is worthy of Estella. This also reflects the vital significance of education and its role in
identifying one’s status in society. Therefore, he made sure that once the time comes and he
joins the upper social class, he would not be hindered with poor education that could reflect bad

on his position.

As a result, it could be deducted that Pip represented the theme of social mobility

through his intra-generational upward shift in society through which he abandoned his humble
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and poor position in Joe's household and moved to London to be a gentleman through a
mysterious inheritance from an anonymous benefactor. This shift entailed a drastic
transformation in this character through changing both of his looks and conduct in order to fit
into the respectable London society. The treatment that Pip receives from people and his easy
access to all social services while he was in London, depicts the social injustice that people are

subjected to due to their financial means.

Another type of social mobility is represented in Great Expectations through the same
character. After a while of changing his social and financial status, Pip became self-conscious
about his shallow thoughts that dominated his values and overlooked the good morals that were
ingrained in him from his childhood. He came to realize the shallow and superficial fabric of
the London society and regretted his actions towards Joe. He was also stripped from his
financial means after his mysterious benefactor was held captive by the authorities and brought
to justice, with the confiscation of all of his money. This way, Pip was destitute again and his
financial position shifted once again backward to take him back to his original lower class
position. This phenomenon, as explained earlier, is identified as backward social mobility
through which Pip abandoned his social position in the London society and reclaimed his social
status in his town with Joe and his new wife. Pip realized the importance of family relations
and social ties that were absent in his journey in the prestigious upper-class London society. He
preferred to go back to his own village and embrace the life that was meant for him to live

before his struggle with great ambitions begun many years ago.

2.2. Examination of Social Mobility through the Character of Estella

Another representation of social mobility in Great Expectations was depicted through
Estella's character. Estella was revealed at the end of the novel to be Magwitch's daughter who
was raised by Miss Havisham in her castle to be a destructive weapon for men's hearts. Since
Magwitch was both a thief and a convict who escaped the authorities, Estella is originally
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considered to be a poor individual from the lower class families. Therefore, her position with
Miss Havisham is classified as an intra-generational upward social mobility through which she
was able to rise above her station and avoid the social inequality which she was destined to
experience due to her socio-economic background. Her social mobility enabled her to secure a
marriage proposal of Bentley Drummle, who was an esteemed aristocrat of the upper class
society. This marriage manifests a great achievement for someone with low parental origins

who could climb the social ladder and reach a high social and economic position in society.

However, this character reflects also the sad and dull existence of people from the upper
class who enjoy high social status and a wide range of social services but are also cursed with
emotional detachment and internal conflicts. This idea has been elaborated in the first chapter,
through which Estella’s complicated personality was analyzed. Estella represents the cold
emotional behaviors that people from the upper class adopt when dealing with their life
decisions. In her case, marriage was a business transaction that is conducted to maintain her
socio-economic status. Therefore, despite her feelings for Joe, she married Bentley Drummle

to secure her position in society and sustain her social mobility.

2.3. Examination of Social Mobility through the Character of Joe

Social mobility, or rather social immobility was also represented in Dickens work through
Joe’s character. Joe is a simple minded man whose life revolves around his house and forges.
Joe’s satisfaction with his life and his lack of interest in obtaining education reflect the lower
class contentment with their position and the limited opportunities provided to them for social
climb. Marxism identifies this notion as “social roles”; this concept refers to an individual's
social position that fundamentally defines his or her function in society. Therefore, Joe fulfilled

his role in society and did not aspire to occupy a different position.
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Moreover, Joe's character presented an explanatory argument for the lack of education in
the lower class environment. When Pip asked him why he did not go to school when he was

young, he answered that:

I'1l tell you. My father, Pip, he were given to drink, and when he were overtook
with drink, he hammered away at my mother, most on-merciful. It were a most
the only hammering he did, indeed, "xcepting at myself. And he hammered at
me with a wigour only to be equaled by the wigour with which he didn't hammer
at his anwil,-Youre and understanding, Pip? (Charles Dickens, 1861, p. 63).

Joe proceeded to explain that his father's abuse was an obstacle to his education because
he had to defend his mother. More importantly, he also had to work because they were poor
and any income was welcomed no matter how scarce it is. Consequently, Joe had to leave school
and immerse in labor to provide food for his family. This reflects the situation of most families
of the lower class who were pre-occupied in the Victorian age with labor to survive and fight
starvation instead of pursuing the luxury of education. Hence, education was only accessible

for upper class members whose only aim was to refine their personalities and social status.

3. Representation of Social Mobility in The Pearl

John Steinbeck's The Pearl is taken as another literary work that portrays the theme of
social mobility in the American society. Unlike Dickens who portrayed this theme through
different characters with different stories, Steinbeck depicted this theme only through his
protagonist Kino. He is a poor man who was subjected to a harsh social discrimination that

fueled his desire to gain wealth and status to change his life.

3.1. Examination of Social Mobility through the Character of Kino

As discussed through the first chapter, Kino is a black pearl hunter who lives on the edge of
town with his small family and other members of society and lead a peaceful and simple life.
The accident that his son had with the bite of the scorpion exposed Kino to social inequality
through which he could not even have access to a doctor to examine his son due to his poverty.

This reveals the maltreatment that people endure on the hands of the American society and their
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inability to have access to the basic social services due to their poverty. On the contrary, when
Kino found the pearl, the same services that he was denied was then offered to him with
pleasure. This reflects the difference that money makes and how social mobility could provide
people with access to the things that they were deprived of. Therefore, the pearl formed a
significant symbol of wealth and a means for Kino to change his socio-economic status and

achieve social mobility.

Kino's desire for social mobility and his dream to rise above his station was as strong
factor that led him to risk his own life and his family's to achieve that goal. Even when people
started to attack his house, looking for the pearl to steal it, and Juana tried to convince him to
abandon the pearl for their safety, Kino could not resist the allure of social mobility and the
amount of opportunities that would be provided to him. His determination was evident in his
behaviors: “I will fight this thing. I will win over it. We will have our chance. No one shall take
our good fortune from us” (p. 57). Therefore, Kino saw the pearl as his only chance to improve
his social status and gain the wealth which would radically transform his life and enable him to
build a decent life for his wife and son. His deep desire reflects his dream for intra-generational
upward mobility that could gain him a respectable social status with access to different social

services.

Therefore, Steinbeck depicted the theme of social mobility through his main protagonist
Kino who aspired for a better life for his small family. The pearl is used in this novel to
symbolize the possibility of success and upward mobility, and the ability to rise above one's
current station in life. It represented Kino's hope for achieving success in life through wealth
and money. Therefore, this novel illustrates the role of financial means in determining one’s
social position in society and the type of treatment or services he is entitled to. However, with
the advancement of the events of the novel, the pearl’s symbolism shifts to represent a different

meaning. The opposition that Kino encounters in achieving his purpose in selling the pearl turns
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him into a greedy and selfish being who risks the safety of his son and wife for his own interests.
Therefore, the pearl turns into a symbol of human greed and corruption that eventually leads to

destruction.

4. Similarities and Differences in The Portrayal of Social Mobility in Great
Expectations and The Pearl

The analysis of both novels indicates that both Dickens and Steinbeck had their own
style in depicting social mobility through their main characters. However, they did resemble
each other in one thing, which is their ability to portray the pressing need for social mobility
and the impact of poverty in creating this urge in individuals™ selves in the first place. Moreover,
they both illustrated that this desire was provoked by a paramount life-altering event that made
the main characters realize their social limitations and aspire for social freedom and mobility.
For Kino, this life-altering event was the fatal injury of his son that made him feel crippled and
helpless when no one offered him help due to his poor social background. For Pip, this event
was his encounter with Estella and his infatuation with her that made him deeply captivated in
the concept of changing his social status and gain financial means to be worthy of her.
Therefore, in this aspect, both authors were able to describe the effect that social inequality

could cause to individuals™ lives and mental stability.

Additionally, both authors were able to depict the unlimited access to social services
and utilities that social mobility allows for people with financial means. Dickens showed this
aspect even in the rigid Victorian society that condenses people with lower social class.
However, with the amount of money that Pip had, his extravagant appearance, and his new
luxurious lifestyle, he was able to interact and socialize with highly esteemed aristocrats and
members of society. Kino was also able to have access to the doctor’s services after finding the

pearl and gain a measure of respect from other people with his newly found treasure.
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In terms of differences, Dickens depicted the source of Pip's social mobility through
the inheritance of financial gift of the secret benefactor (Magwitch). This gift maintained a flow
of money that enabled Pip to lead a luxurious life style in London and have access to its
respectable society. Steinbeck only presented the illusion of social mobility and the promise of
wealth that the pearl provided. In The Pearl, Kino's source of social mobility and his desire to
climb the social ladder was the pearl. After hearing about him hunting a pearl, Kino was
subjected to the kind of life and treatment that he would receive once he sells the pearl and
gains its money. Thus, in The Pearl, the protagonist did not actually experience social mobility,

but he rather had a taste of it before this illusion faded away.

Moreover, education was highly emphasized in Dickens work as a crucial factor of
social mobility more than it was addressed in Steinbeck’s work. Dickens delivered the moral
that pursuing social mobility is a void and empty promise of happiness which could be achieved
through compassion and social relations. Thus, Pip reached this realization at the end of the
novel and concluded that he did not want to be part of a fake society that is concerned with
money and appearance. Whereas, Steinbeck wanted to show the major consequences of social
mobility, and the greed that it could provoke through the painful ending of Kino who lost both
of his family and the pearl. Thus, he was responsible of destroying his own dream of wealth

and ruining his family with his own hands.

The analysis of both literary works and their representation of the theme of social
mobility revealed that each of Dickens and Steinbach had his own way in depicting this concept.
In the case of Dickens, social mobility was portrayed in detail through different characters to
demonstrate the strong influence of social class on achieving social mobility. He portrayed the
importance of social mobility and its role in making life easier for individuals for the
opportunities it provides and access to social services. However, he also depicted the shallow

and selfish existence of people with social mobility and how they cannot manifest their natural
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human feelings and emotions like it was shown in the character of Estella. Steinbach on the
other hand, showed the impact of social mobility through only one character who was not fully
occupying a high social status but on the verge of achieving it through obtaining wealth. He
also showed the grave and devastating consequences of greed and its impact on the destruction
of the human morality, unlike Dickens who showed that people could learn their lesson through

less severe consequences.
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The previous two chapters illustrated the social class division that characterized the
British and American society in the 1980°s and 1990°s. This class system that was built on the
level of richness and poverty of individuals and determined their position in society based on
their financial assets. Dickens and Steinbeck portrayed in their novels the impact of social class
on creating people’s expectations in a better life and their aspiration of social mobility through
achieving financial success and wealth. This wealth was seen as the only means of obtaining
social mobility that would liberate the characters from their social oppression and elevate their
position in society. This chapter sheds light on the social barriers that the two main protagonists
in Great Expectations and The Pearl encountered and prevented them from achieving their

dream of richness.

1. Symbols of Richness in Great Expectations and The Pearl

In both Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and The Pearl by John Steinbeck,
richness and wealth represented major themes and symbolic interpretations of different aspects
throughout the novel. In Great Expectations, wealth represented a significant factor for the
protagonist Pip to become worthy of his beloved Estella. At the beginning of the novel, Pip is
a destitute orphan living in the English countryside with his sister and her husband, Joe. His
meeting with the wealthy Miss Havisham and her beautiful ward, Estella, fuels his ambition for
financial success and social progress. Therefore, Pip starts to see wealth as a way to achieve
social acceptance and realize his goals of a better life. He aspires to become a gentleman and
escape his lowly beginnings in order to be adequate enough for Estella, believing that she
despised him for his poverty. Thus, he developed the idea that if he became rich, Estella would
not show the same distain and snobbery towards him and she would accept him as her equal. In

this case, wealth symbolizes social status, mobility and recognition of one’s position in society.

28



CHAPTER 03: The Impossibility Of Achieving Social Mobility In Great Expectation And
the Pearl

However, with the progress of the events of the book, wealth signifies to another
important factor which is self-awareness and identity. It was noticed that when Pip moved to
London and started to associate with the upper class society, he became distant from his friends
and family in the country side and their memory started to be a source of shame to his new
existence. This was reflected in the event when Joe visited Pip in London. Joe was a reminder
of Pip’s old identity as a poor apprentice in a blacksmith store. He was the evident of his past
life that contradicts with his new identity as a gentleman in London. Therefore, the wealth that
Pip enjoyed at this point of the novel formed an abstract barrier that prevented him from
welcoming Joe to his new surroundings and embracing his new identity as a gentleman with no
past of poverty and destitution. Thus, wealth and richness are used as a symbol of identity crisis

and lack of one’s self-awareness and his exact belonging.

At the end of the novel however, richness and wealth had a different symbolism that
addresses lack of morality and social corruption. This is revealed when Pip discovered the
source of the money that was given to him and realizing that it was not actually from Miss
Havisham. The source of his money was from Magwitch who gained his wealth though illegal
means and human crimes before he was convicted. This also shows the hypocrisy of the English
society and the lack of morality that dominates its sphere; the lawyer who was providing Pip
with money was aware of the crimes of Magwitch and the source of wealth, but he kept his
silence and offered his cooperation with this convict in exchange for money. Therefore, wealth
in this case represents the lack of morality of individuals and their acceptance of social mobility

and class regardless of the corruption of the wealthy and their ill-gotten gains.

In The Pearl, Steinbeck used richness and wealth as a symbol of social liberty and
freedom. The protagonist in this novel was subjected to social discrimination due to his poverty

and low social standing. Therefore, wealth represented the illusion of breaking free of social
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constraints that were imposed on him and his family. He believed that if he was rich, he would
be able to provide a house for his wife and education for his son “Kino's brain burned, even
during his sleep and he dreamed that Coyotito could read, that one of the people could tell him
the truth of things. And in his dream, Coyotito was reading from a book as large as a house,
with letters as big as dogs, and the words galloped and played on the book™ (The Pearl 37).
This passage shows the simplicity of Kino's mind and his big dream in educating his son by
selling the pearl he found and achieving wealth. Therefore, it could be also deducted that
richness crated an illusion of a happy life for Kino; it fueled his imagination with the life that

he could obtain by selling the pearl and achieving richness.

In addition, richness also symbolizes corruption and human greed. At the end of the
novel, Kino's pursuit of wealth leads to tragedy and suffering to him and his family. The social
opposition and the threats he encounters from other greedy members of his society did not stop
Kino from maintaining his pursuit of richness despite the objection of his wife who warned him
of the evil of this new found treasure “This thing is evil! This pearl is like a sin! It will destroy
us” (p. 39). However, Kino proceeds with his struggle, endangering his family's safety until
eventually, he loses his son as a consequence. As a result, wealth and richness become a symbol

of violence, corruption, and greed.

In fact, the pearl did not only reveal the greed of the people who tried to steal Kino's
treasure, but it also showed Kino's dark side as well and his greed to achieve wealth and
richness. In the part where his wife Juana, took the pearl in the middle of the night and tried to
throw it in the water. As mentioned earlier, Juana viewed the pearl as a source of evil and bad
luck that attracts people’s hostility and endangers the life of her son and her husband. Therefore,
she tried to get rid of it without Kino's knowledge to save them all. However, Kino was awake,

and he followed her to the beach
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and then she heard him coming and she broke into a run. Her arm was up to throw when
he leaped at her and caught her arm and wrenched the pearl form her. He struck her in
the face with his clenched fist and she fell among the boulders, and he kicked her in the
side, In the pale light, he could see the little waves break over her, and her skirt floated
about and clung to her lungs as the water receded (John Steibeck, 1947, p. 59).

This event reveals the extremes that the human being could reach when overwhelmed
with greed and thirst for power. Kino was blinded with his obsession of the money that he could
get and the life he was about to have once he sells the pearl. Therefore, he did not want to risk
his good fortune and was willing to Kill even the closest person to his heart in order to achieve
his aim. Consequently, richness and wealth, which were represented through the item of the

pearl, were symbols of human greed and violence in the novel.

2. Social Barriers and the Inequality of Wealth

Social class could be described as a rigid social system that was established in the British
and American societies for decades at the time of Great Expectations and The Pearl were
written. Therefore, moving from a lower social class into an upper class is a challenging task
that is encountered with crucial social opposition. In his study about social mobility in the
Victorian age, Powell (2020) demonstrated that the radical shift of social structure in the second
half on the nineteenth century in England made is challenging for people to go through upward
social ascend that made them move from their lower class to upper class social status through
financial means. This explains the rigidity of the English society and its attachment to social
standards that determines one’s social class and belonging in society. Consequently, Dickens
portrayed these social challenges through Pip's character when he moved to London,
highlighting the barriers that prevent upward mobility for those born into poverty. It is true that
Pip was able to penetrate the upper class society through the money he was provided and reside

in London and buy his way into society, however, his money did not buy him people’s
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acceptance and did not also prevent their snobbery. Mrs. Pocket is one of the characters who
depicted the social barriers in the novel that prevented Pip from achieving his aspired social
mobility and equality. Ms. Pocket is an upper class woman and one of Miss Havisham relatives.
From the beginning of the novel, she is portrayed as a haughty and condescending person who
looks upon people from lower class like Pip. Despite her own financial difficulties, Ms. Pocket
despises Pip and his family because of their low social standing. Even after Pip transforms into

a gentleman, her snobbery and disdain of him remains the same.

| went circuitously to Miss Havisham's by all the back ways, and rang at the bell
constrainedly, on account of the stiff long fingers of my gloves. Sarah Pocket
came to the gate, and positively reeled back when she saw me so changed; her
walnut-shell countenance likewise turned from brown to green and yellow.
"You?" said she. "You? Good gracious! What do you want?" "I am going to
London, Miss Pocket," said I, "and want to say good-bye to Miss Havisham." |
was not expected, for she left me locked in the yard, while she went to ask if I
were to be admitted. After a very short delay, she returned and took me up,
staring at me all the way (Charles Dickens, 1861, p. 109).

Sarah’s behavior, or the conduct of Ms. Pocket after seeing Pip in his new attire and
understanding that he became a man of means, demonstrates her unchanging opinion about him
and his unworthiness as a lower class member. Therefore, her character emphasizes the class
divide between the lower and upper class in the English society and the challenges that this
divide on people from the lower class to pursue social mobility and richness. There are other
encounters of Pip with other members of society who remind him of his humble social
background and prevent him from blending in with the upper class society, such as Mrs. Jaggers
and Lord Drummle. These occurrences demonstrate the societal barriers that Pip faces on a
daily basis throughout the novel, emphasizing the difficulties and complexities of navigating
the strict class system of the English society during the Victorian era. Pip is constantly reminded
of the social limitations placed on him by his birth and low upbringing, despite his ambitions

to rise beyond his lowly beginnings and his attainment of money and financial means.
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In The Pearl, Steinbeck demonstrates the social barriers that prevent social mobility and
one’s upward social ascend through his main character Kino through different events of the
novel. The first social barrier that was depicted in the novel was portrayed through the doctor's
treatment of Kino. After Kino's son was injured, he was taken to the only doctor in town to
help save his life. However, the doctor refused to examine the baby for free and declined Kino's
request for help due to his poverty. However, after hearing about the found pearl and Kino's
anticipated fortune, the doctor changes his attitude and went to Kino's place of residence to
treat his child. This event shows the social barrier that prevents poor people natural access to
the basic human rights and facilities in their own towns. It also depicts the social discrimination

that they are subjected to due to their low social status.

The second indicator of social berries in the novel is the opposition that Kino
encountered from the elite members of his society when news about his new found treasure “the
pearl” spread across the town. Kino was met with several challenges starting with the man who
tried to deceive when he attempted to sell to pearl and extending to the people who tried to steal
it from him regardless of the cost. After discovering the value of the pearl in the market, the
dealer tried to undermine the true value of the pearl, stating that: “This pearl is like fool's gold.
It is too large. Who would buy it? There is no market for such things. It is a curiosity only. | am
sorry. You thought it was a thing of value, and it is only a curiosity” (p. 49). Therefore, despite
the significant value of the pearl and its true price, the dealer offered a small fraction of its value
to Kino, believing that he would accept his offer due to his ignorance and simple mind. This
event reflects the systematic and social exploit of the upper class towards the lower class
members; this passage in the novel reflects Kino's sense of exploitation and danger coming
from the dealer and his colleagues in town “But Kino had grown tight and hard. He felt the
creeping of fate, the circling of wolves, the hovers of vultures. He felt the evil coagulating about

him, he was helpless to protect himself” (p. 51). This statement does not only reveal the
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exploitation of the upper class members of their lower class counterparts, but it’s reflects the
powerlessness of the poor lower class people and their inability to defend themselves towards
this exploitation. This exploitation is considered as one of the social obstacles that prevent

people of the lower class to ascend the social ladder and rise above their situation in society.

Throughout the novel, especially after finding the pearl, the town's people in which
Kino resides show direct hostility and feelings of resentment towards Kino, demonstrating their
opposition of his fortune and his new upcoming wealth that could disrupt the balance of power
in their society. They indicated their belief that Kino was born poor and should remain poor for
the rest of his life; thus, remains at the bottom of the power ladder in their opinion and not dare

ascend to their position.

Therefore, it is deducted that these incidents shed light on the social barriers and
injustices that Kino had to deal with. They also demonstrate the systemic oppression that the
upper class members practice on the lower class people due to their social authority and
position. Kino's attempts to change his situation are consistently blocked by the deeply
ingrained social class system that upholds the poor's marginalization and fuels the cycle of
exploitation and poverty that could be only described as endless in both the British and

American societies.

3. Impossibility of Reaching Wealth in Great Expectations and The Pearl

In Great Expectations, Dickens addresses the theme of the impossibility of reaching
wealth through his main protagonist Pip. The novel takes the reader through a journey of
ambitions, self-discovery and social transformation that turns Pip, a lower class member into a
gentleman and a member of the upper class London society. However, at the end of the novel,
Dickens reveals that wealth is a vain and abstract concept that strips one's morality and neglects

social relations. Thus, he reveals that wealth or richness are a bright illusion that hides the ugly
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nature of the human being and portrays him as someone who has everything, while in fact, he
has nothing of real significance. Pip came to this realization at the end of the novel after he
went through some of the psychological struggles of selfishness, greed, temptation, and shame
of his past. He also reached the conclusion that family and friends are more important than
money and substance in times of need and support. Pip is fascinated by the concept of turning
into a gentleman and being wealthy throughout the entire novel. His experiences with Miss
Havisham and Estella fueled his desire for wealth, making him believes that having it will make
him happy and fulfilled. But as the story unfolds, Pip realizes that chasing money is an illusion
that would only leave one disappointed and disillusioned. Therefore, he loses all of the money
he obtained from Magwitch, pay off his debts with the help of Joe and returns home to his
comfort zone with Joe and Biddy, finding resolution and fulfillment in the comfort of his family,
instead of money. The end of the novel depicts Dickens™ concept that achieving wealth is an
impossible endeavor. It also reveals his belief that true wealth lies in friends and family, not in

money and substance.

In The Pearl, Steinbeck shows the theme of the impossibility of achieving richness
through his main protagonist as well, Kino. Throughout the novel, Kino strongly believed that
his life will change when he sells the pearl and achieve richness through its significant value.
Despite his simple mind, and the deception of the dealers, he realized that the pearl is worth a
significant fortune that will change his life and the life of his family. He goes through several
challenges to maintain the pearl and keep it from greedy people who want to steal it at any cost,
he also challenges his wife and subject her to violence when she tries to stand between him and
his dream. He also puts his son’s life in danger, knowing that the people of the town would not
stop their attacks until they obtain the pearl. However, all of his endeavors evaporate at the end

of the novel when his son dies and he throws the pearl in the sea without achieving his dream.
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Therefore, Steinbeck reflects the theme of the impossibility of achieving richness through the

end of Kino who was left with deep regret and remorse for his actions.

Throughout the novel, Steinbeck challenges the idea that materialistic and concrete
wealth is correlated to happiness and fulfillment, this is a notion that many people believe in;
that money brings happiness. However, the end of the story reveals that the pearl causes sorrow
and pain, despite Kino's expectations that it will give his family security and opportunity for a
better and happier life. Consequently, Steinbeck portrays that the quest of wealth exposes the
meaninglessness and pointlessness of materialism and seeking richness, by causing moral
decline, loss of self, and degradation of the human dignity as it has been demonstrated by Kino

who lost his self and morals in pursue of wealth.

4. Conclusion

In summary, Great Expectations explores individual ambition, social inequality, and
moral decline through the lens of the difficulty of achieving richness, which serves as a major
theme in the novel. Dickens highlights the dangers of materialism in the Victorian age and the
significant importance of moral integrity and inner richness in the pursuit of real happiness and
fulfillment through Pip's experiences. His novel reveals that true happiness in the inner peace

of the person with those he loves; and this was depicted in the end of Pip’s experience.

The Pearl on the other hand, explores the same themes of human ambition, social
inequity, and the effects of greed by emphasizing the difficulty of achieving richness as a
primary theme. Steinbeck sheds light on the dangers of materialism and the significant
importance of moral integrity and inner richness in the pursuit of genuine pleasure and
fulfillment through Kino's experiences. However, Steinbeck's lesson at the end of the novel is
not as enlightening and satisfying as Dickens; while Dickens depicts a happy ending for Pip
after the realization that true wealth is not in materialistic means, Steinbeck was more severe in
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his lesson through the major loss of Kino who lost his son in order to realize that true richness

is in the family, not in meaningless substance of money.
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The themes poverty, social class and social mobility are intertwined in literature. These
themes demonstrate the social class system that both American and British societies were based
upon to classify people and identify they type of treatment that they were entitled to. Dickens
and Steinbeck addressed these themes in their works of literature Great Expectations and The
Pearl. Within the context of Marxist theory, the comparative study of both novels selected
offers insightful information about the complexities of poverty, social class, mobility, and the
impossibility of achieving richness. Both authors portray the harsh reality that those who live
in poverty must endure, emphasizing the rigid social division and social discrimination through
their main protagonists in the novels. Dickens depicted the theme of poverty and social class
discrimination that led Pip to abandon his childhood family and surroundings and made him
pursue his great expectations in London so that he could elevate his social standing and win
people’s recognition and acknowledgement. Steinbeck was also able to depict the crucial social
treatment that poor people were subjected to due to the lack of materialistic substance, and the
effect of this social discrimination on reshaping one’s morals through the character of Kino who
was overcome by greed and aspiration for wealth and money when he found the precious pearl.
In conclusion, it could be deducted that social class and poverty have a powerful impact on
one’s mental stability and emotional resolution. This was proved by both novels which depicted
the change of character that both Kino and Pip experienced when they were introduced to the

chance of gaining wealth and changing their social standing.

Moreover, the comparative analysis of Great Expectations and The Pearl revealed that
both Dickens and Steinbach had a unique style in depicting the theme of social mobility in their
literary works. Dickens illustrated social mobility in great detail using a variety of characters to
show the significant impact that social class has on obtaining social mobility. He highlighted
the value of social mobility and how it helps people live better lives by giving them access to

social services and opportunities. But he also showed how socially mobile individuals lead
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shallow and self-centered lives and are unable to express their true human emotions, as
demonstrated by Estella's character in his book. In contrast, Steinbach utilized a single character
who was close to attaining a high social standing but did not yet fully occupy it through wealth
acquisition to illustrate the effects of social mobility. He also demonstrated the catastrophic
impacts of greed and how it undermines human morals, in contrast to Dickens who suggested

that people could learn their lessons from less dire outcomes.

In conclusion, a key issue in Great Expectations is the difficulties of reaching riches,
which is used to examine moral decay, social injustice, and individual ambition. Dickens uses
Pip's experiences to illustrate the dangers of materialism in the Victorian era as well as the
critical role that moral integrity and inner richness play in the quest for true happiness and
fulfillment. The epilogue of Pip's story illustrates how true happiness lies in a person's inner
peace with those they love. The Pearl, on the other hand, emphasizes the difficulty of attaining
riches as a key theme while exploring similar themes of human ambition, social injustice, and
the ramifications of greed. Through Kino's experiences, Steinbeck illuminates the dangers of
materialism and the crucial role that moral integrity and inner richness play in the search for
true happiness and fulfillment. But unlike Dickens, who gives Pip a happy ending after realizing
that true wealth does not come from materialistic means, Steinbeck's lesson at the end of the
novel is not as enlightening or satisfying. Instead, Steinbeck was more severe in his lesson,
requiring Kino to lose his son in order to realize that true richness comes from within the family.
Therefore, it could be deducted that both Dickens and Steinbeck, despite the difference in
writing style, emphasize the importance of moral integrity, humility, and compassion in
navigating life's challenges and finding true fulfillment. They caution against the dangers of
greed, ambition, and the pursuit of material wealth at the expense of one's humanity and ethical
values. Through their compelling narratives and vivid characterizations, Dickens and Steinbeck

deliver timeless moral lessons that resonate with readers across generations.
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