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Abstract:

Community service work, under Law No. 24-00, is one of the most important
alternatives to short-term custodial sentences, in line with modern penal policy.

This penalty was introduced as a response aimed at overcoming the disadvantages and
shortcomings of short-term custodial sentences, as well as achieving genuine reform for convicts.
We also review the historical development of the penalty and its definition as unpaid work for the
public good performed by the convict with their consent. Its most prominent features include the
necessity of a comprehensive examination and the explicit consent of the convict. The penalty aims
to achieve punitive and rehabilitative purposes, reduce prison overcrowding, and reduce recidivism,
in addition to its economic, social, and psychological benefits.

The study also examines the procedures for implementing this penalty and the judicial
authorities responsible for it. It also examines the involvement of other non-judicial bodies, such as
receiving institutions, in implementing this penalty. It also examines the challenges facing convicts
and judicial authorities in its implementation.

We conclude by emphasizing the effectiveness of this penalty in reintegrating and
rehabilitating offenders into society, with recommendations to raise awareness, close legislative

gaps, and divert convicts to productive sectors to serve their sentences.

Keywords: short-term imprisonment, community service, alternative punishments, modern penal
policy, rehabilitation and reintegration of convicts, humanizing punishment



