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Summary:

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982 defines the various
maritime zones and the rights resulting from them for the coastal state and the international
community. The coastal state is granted full sovereignty over the internal waters and the
territorial sea, and sovereign rights over the contiguous zone and the exclusive economic
zone, in addition to the continental shelf, which authorizes the state to exploit its natural
resources. The importance of these areas is highlighted in protecting resources, controlling
maritime security, and regulating maritime traffic. The Convention also distinguishes between
areas under the jurisdiction of states and those considered to be the common heritage of
humanity, such as the high seas and the international seabed, which are subject to the
principle of freedom of navigation and international cooperation. The study is based on a legal
analysis that explains how to balance national sovereignty and global environmental and
economic considerations in exploiting marine areas.

Keywords:
Sovereignty, coastal state, sovereign rights, maritime zones, international law of the sea,
internal waters, territorial sea, continental shelf, exclusive economic zone, high seas, 1982
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