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Summary:

Maritime straits hold significant geopolitical importance, serving as vital links
between seas and oceans, and representing key arteries for international
navigation and trade, as well as all aspects of maritime transport. Their
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advantages—especially reducing distances, saving time, and thus lowering
costs—make them strategic assets that countries and governments incorporate
into their national strategies. As a result, these straits have become focal points
of conflict, with major powers seeking to strengthen their influence and
dominance over them.

The Bab al-Mandeb Strait is one of the most prominent of these international
maritime straits, lying along a crucial global maritime artery. It plays an
essential role in the transportation of international trade, particularly energy
resources. Consequently, the strait has been the subject of international struggle
and competition for centuries, continuing to the present day, as global powers
seek to assert control or secure a foothold to gain more power and achieve
global dominance.

Currently, the conflict over the Bab al-Mandeb Strait is embodied in the Houthi
attacks on Israeli maritime trade, as part of the ongoing war on Gaza. The group
aims to use the strait as a strategic pressure point to help end the aggression.
These attacks have disrupted maritime trade, led to escalated military
confrontations aimed at thwarting the group’s efforts, and consequently
increased tensions and conflict, threatening the security of the entire region.
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