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Abstract:

This research scrutinizes the desert imaginary and its manifestations within
Arabic desert literature. The study is structured into four chapters. The
inaugural chapter is dedicated to the historical imaginary, delineating three
fundamental branches: the political historical, the popular historical, and
the counter-historical. The second chapter delves into the terrain of the
cultural imaginary, elucidated through three interconnected sections: the
cultural metamorphoses inherent to desert society, the establishment of
cultural periphery, and the deconstruction of the cultural center.Chapter
three is devoted to an in-depth exploration of the political and religious
Imaginary, encapsulating three pivotal elements: transformations in
hegemonic strategies within desert society, the dialectical interplay
between the urban and rural contexts in the desert, and the profound
contestation between political and religious institutions.The fourth and
final chapter immerses itself in the fantastic and utopian elements within
desert novels, partitioned into three components: connotations of the desert
legend, the utopian imaginary, and the utopian vision embedded within the
desert project.

Keywords: imaginary, novel, desert, spatial narratives, cultural studies,
institution, center, periphery, textual structures.



