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Abstract

Based on Dickens’ Oliver Twist and Twain’s The Adirees of Huckleberry Finn, this
dissertation intends to study some central theméschwvthe two novels share. This
dissertation is concerned with the study of thetnagal of corrupt adult world in the above
mentioned novels. We have examined from a Newrldistcaspect, the broader evaluation
that the two authors made of the mid nineteenthucgriEngland and America. This research
paper has been divided into three chapters. Tist dine encompasses the time and life of the
two authors. The second chapter entitled Corruptiod Hypocrisy in Oliver Twist deals with
Dickens depiction of the Victorian corrupt soci€ffe last chapter puts emphasis on Twains’
realistic portrayal of the hypocrisy of the poswiCWar American society. Throughout our
work, we have shown that, the two authors, deslpiie different environments, share similar
features, mainly in their ethical and political patial of literature, and their social novels in
particular, since they both treated their fictioas a springboard for debates about moral and

social reforms.
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1) Introduction:

Apart from being a product of art, literature ip@minent device for painting vivid
pictures of a given society’s social, political amgological issues. Besides[He subject
matter of literature must be comprehensive, emb@very facet of human experietice
Literary works are used as instruments for expngsdifferent political opinions and

exposing social defects and injustices which aetgp@ndures.

In fact, numerous writers, especially social comtatms and critics, developed their
artistry to realize different literary works andcsd novels that picture unjust economic and
social conditions from which the oppressed popoasuffer. Indeed, authors, throughout
literary masterpieces, and by mixing historicacemstances with fiction, depict and paint
pictures of a damaged population victimized by alocorruption and hypocrisy. These
writers engage in sharp and intense critiques twulece the various abuses of the ruling
powers, by exposing the miserable conditions opfebving under corrupt and hypocritical
systems. It is worth mentioning that early examplethese kinds of literary works emerged
in late 18" Century England, and then spread to Europe andridanat the beginning of the
19" Century. Among those writers, we may mention twojomditerary figures: Charles
Dickens, a British novelist who is the most infltiah and representative writer of the
Victorian era, and Mark Twain; one of America’s bksown writers of the post-Civil War

period.

Thus, the main purpose of this dissertation ishedslight on the way Dickens and
Twain criticize the social systems and politicaititutions of both 19 Century Victorian and
southern American society. We will, indeed, put Bags on the authors’ realistic portrayal

of their corrupt and hypocritical societies by gnetsng numerous issues through their literary



works and fiction. Furthermore, to highlight theoéder evaluation that the two authors
jointly made of the evils of the mid-nineteenth @ewy British and American social systems,
our study will mainly focus on Charles Dickens’ rempieceOliver twist(1837) and Mark
Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Fiih884). These two pieces of art, which have
enriched the universal library, share many theraggecially that of corruption and hypocrisy
which the two authors perfectly exposed throughstbees of their characters. They point out
the problems of social abuse, including exploitataiscrimination and class division. In fact,
the two novels draw the reader’s attention to taed and ills that ensue from a great social
and economic transformation that England and Araenitnessed in the first half of the™9

Century mainly resulted from the Industrial Revadat

In other words, the two novels provide greatghts about the contemporary social
picture of both 19 Century industrial England and America. Dickend @wain succeed in
disclosing the effects of the Industrial Revolutievhich transformed the British and
American economic and social structure respectivést, the corrupt world which Charles
Dickens realistically describes liver Twistdiffers from the one that the American writer
portrays inThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finfihe main reason behind this divergence lie
in the different historical backgrounds of the twaovels, the political systems that the two
literary figures criticize and the way the IndustiRevolution influenced the authors’ distinct

geographical areas.

In Oliver Twist Dickens exposes the dangerous consequences wiachmdustrial
Revolution engendered in England. He sharply i the Victorian corrupt system that
favors the victimization of poor and the massiveleation of children by picturing the
darker side of industrial England. The obvious ¢axf Oliver Twist as John Peck believes, is

the New Poor Law of 1834 which, according to himgrsens the working class’s bad



conditions. Peck claims thabDfckens, in his characteristically populist way,atlenges the
inhumanity of aspects of the new legislatforin fact, Dickens, via his novel, gives a vivid
picture of the serious powers that threatened tlotoMan poor society, by exposing the
multiple abuses of the New Poor Law system. Adddlty, the English writer shows his
discontent at the social diseases that dominatesdisety, mainly the hypocrisy of the
parochial institutions, which totally ignore theoptems and harsh conditions of the poor

lower class.

On the other hand, the major issues that Mark Tweajolores inThe Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn(1884) are slavery and racism. In fact, the Ansrienoralist intensely
criticizes the process of exploitation and manipafa exercised by the white American
people over the black ones. Twain’s masterpieagten considered as an anti-racist novel,
since it denounces the dehumanization of the ljja@ciple by the so-called “Good Whites”. In
the novel, the author shows how the black slavesrdrumanly exploited and abused by the
white slaveholders who believed that the black nacéorbidden to live together with the
white one in terms of social and economic equal&ithough the novel is set in the
antebellum South, the years from 1876 to 1883 ndunthichThe Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn was written, witnessed a radical progress as tidesitrial Revolution started to take
roots in the South-West. So, despite the abolitadnslavery after the Emancipation
Proclamation, the American hypocritical system Twalearly criticized, still divided
humanity into two sub-groups; the “civilized” whstevho are considered as the superior race,
and the “savage” blacks who are largely discriredatnd exploited by the formers’

authoritarian figures.

As has been noted, Dickens and Twain’s concerng wie corrupt world they

portrayed are as different as the historical adtu@l background in which they wrote their



fictions. However, these specific differences dreezondary importance by comparison with
the wider evaluation the two authors made of timelustrial societies, similarly dominated by
the spirit of materialism and characterized bygielis hypocrisy. Hence, Charles dickens’
representation of the Victorian society’s issuesl Blark Twain’s portrayal of the Post-Civil
War America’s evil world coincide i®liver twistand The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,
since both of them deal with the negative outcomieshe Industrial Revolution and its

serious impacts on England and America as well.

Review of the literature:

Oliver Twist and The Adventures of Huckleberry Firare among the best known
novels and they are recognized as classics iraliisx. The content of the two books and the
important elements they carry about the portraylakcarruption and hypocrisy in mid-
nineteenth Century England and America were thetpaif interest for many writers. In fact,
they have been the subject of many critics whoistuthem from different perspectives and
even compared them to a large number of otheratijgeworks. Many, literary researches
tackled the two novels under the historical appnoaegarding the corrupt adult world they

both portray.

Beginning with Dickens’ boolOliver Twist Andrzej Diniejko is one of those who
studied the novel in relation to the nineteentht@gnEnglish Poor Laws which, according to
him, were the main reason that pushed Dickens ite Wis novel cxw. In his articleCharles
Dickens as Social Commentator and CfitiDiniejko believes that the most predominant

theme inOliver Twistis the abuses of the new Poor Law system. He dtaés

The critique of the Poor Law of 1834 and the adstiation of the workhouse is
presented in the opening chaptersOtifer Twist Dickens gives the most
uncompromising critique of the Victorian workhousehich was run according to a
regime of prolonged hunger, physical punishmentihation and hypocrisf.



Accordingly, Ruth Richardson joined Diniejko’s @ism through examining
“Dickens’ own experience of poverty and the socral political context in which he was
writing”“. In fact, by pointing out the important politicaforms that the Victorian England
witnessed, Richardson affirms thahé government’s intention was to slash expenditure
poverty by setting up a cruelly deterrent regiméience, she continues arguing that Dickens
wrote his novel to show the corrupt system’s hdrghtment of the working class and the
victimization of the children, by introducing theimto workhouses where they were largely
exploited. Indeed, Richardson is convinced tkdiver Twist is nothing but Dickens’
denouncement of the disadvantages of tHe@éntury English Poor Laws. In this sense, she

asserts:

Most people nowadays know about the Poor Law amdvidrkhouses fror®liver
Twist- whether from the book, film or the musical. Tiage of the skinny neglected
little boy asking for more has become a classic.Glmarles Dickens, writing a novel
about the Poor Law was a thoughtful interventiom ioontemporary national debate.
You can hear in his tone of voice - occasionallguyewith satire or irony - that he
regarded the Poor Law as profoundly un-Christiaitkéns intende®liver Twist
first published in monthly installments between ooy 1837 and April 1839, to
show the system's treatment of an innocent chilth lamd raised in the workhouse
system, where no 'fault' could be ascribed to Hilel &

Here Richardson shows how the Victorian author satirites New Poor Law and
considers it as un-Christian. Additionally, Allegk#éayes tackles another issue which is
prominent in Dickens’ novel: the hypocrisy of tharigh institutions. In fact, she notes that
after the Industrial Revolution took its roots etVictorian society, the Christian institutions,
established by the Poor Law, were frequently adinglistorted Christian values. To Hayes,
the author, InOliver twist exposes'the masked and scheming hypocrisy of the Anglican
Church in the 1800s” and the corrupt workhouse directors who disregéel hiblical
testaments and injunctions. The above mentiondtt @rgues: Dickens’ satirical novel

paints the hypocrisy of the 19th century Anglicanu€h in vivid colors, and artfully



demonstrates the corruption that results from tkeutarization of an originally religious

institution.”®

Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Firras also been a prolific subject of
criticism. It has grabbed the attention of manyicsi who have examined and explored
different standpoints of the novel. While some s$atbelieve that the book is carrying racial
stereotypes, since the author uses the wddyder’, which is defined in the Oxford
Dictionary as 4 very offensive word for a black per&dnmost of modern critics agree that
Twain’s main purpose in writinhe Adventures of Huckleberry Fimto evaluate the pre-
Civil War American society in order to criticizegthndustrial one, mainly dominated by a
corrupt and hypocritical world, notably charactedzby racial discrimination and extreme

bigotry.

Shelley Fisher Fishkin claims that the novel isharp critique on the so called
“civilized’ society. She supposes that Mark Twain realidiicpbrtrays a society full of
hypocrisy, since the white men, who consider théwasegood and civilized, are the most

corrupt and hypocrite. Fishkin in his book Hstorical Guide to Mark Twainvrites:

When Twain took up the subject of racisniime Adventures of Huckleberry Firthg
time, the place and the race would be different.tBe central question would be the
same: how can a society that debases human livasnwass scale can consider itself
civilized? in Huckleberry Finn,as in earlier works, Twain used irony to shame his
countrymen into recognizing the gap between theagdes of themselves and reality,
as he portrays a racist society through the eyeshaly too innocent to challenge that
society’s norms?

Fishkin explains that Twain, through his novel, Baswn that even after the end of the Civil
War, American society has changed little, and tha& still dominated by its white men’s

racist and uncivilized nature.



Despite the novel's perpetual state of controveByain’s supporters constantly
argued that the American humorist intends to repdt Stephen Railton call$he repeated
evidence of the cruelty, violence and hypocriswliite society'™. It is important to mention
that, even after the book’s publication, black Amems suffered more from racism and
discrimination. This correlation is best illustrdtby the American novelist Toni Morrison
who, by analyzing'he Adventures of Huckleberry Firmrelation to its context, believes that
“The 1880s saw the collapse of civil rights for Bkcas well as the publication of

2

Huckleberry Finn™“ This collapse, according to her, “wasn effort to bury the combustible

issues twain raised in his not#l
Issue and Working Hypothesis:

From our review of the literature, one can notibat tbothOliver Twist and The
Adventures of Huckleberry Firfrave been the centre of many critics, due to tbbajlissues
they encompass. Concerni@iver Twist, many scholars seem to have focused mainly on
Dickens’ portrayal of the social injustices of tberrupt and hypocritical Victorian society
which witnessed the emergence of social class idivislue to an overwhelming urban
development that resulted from the Industrial Rettoh. The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn also appears to have attracted many critics whaooaphed the novel in terms of
Twain’s allegorical depiction of the hypocrisy diet post Civil War American society.
Moreover, as said before, the two novels are coetptr a considerable list of literary works

but, to our knowledge, no comparative study hasmptied them together.

No doubt, comparing Dickens’ literary works to taaf Twain may seem surprising,
considering the geographical distances that mayhsat works apart. Indeed, while Charles
Dickens is a Victorian social novelist whose magstae is viewed as the mostrportant

manifestation of the Victorian social consciéHéeMark twain is an American humorist and



playwright whom William Faulkner considerthé father of the American literatdre. It is
true that this factor among many others; such s®iical background and style seem to set
both authors apart and reject that their literanrks could be studied jointly. However, a
deep study of both fictions may be productive mmi® of drawing undeniable similarities and
common points as they are set in fictitious sphedesre corruption and hypocrisy dominate.
The aim of this dissertation then, is to study tirgorical context of Dickens and Twain’s
respective fictions, in relation to their dealingtlwthe major issues that were prevalent in

their societies.

In Oliver Twist, Dickens focuses on the presentation of the soacigisiices that
prevailed in the Victorian society. In fact, thetlar highlights the socio-economic problems
which the poor suffer from. Besides, Dickens shdwvsughout his characters, how corrupt
the English political and social systems are, dgsfigdoy attacking the New Poor Law of
1934, which, instead of improving the horrible ciioths of the poor, it sets them, mainly
children, into workhouses, where they were ill-teehand abused. Like Dickens, Twain,
throughThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finexamines the American society, which is not
only immoral and decayed, but completefjiléd with arrogant racial hypocrisy#®. The
American author, indeed, expresses his disenchamtwiéh the corrupt system that divided
humanity into white superiors and black savagdging mainly on the complicity of religion

and politics in strengthening the irrational radialiefs.

Thus, the aim of this research paper is to showahiaough both authors derive from
two distinct settings, their works share similaattees and comparable perceptions about
their societies. It consists of observing the wayvhich Oliver Twistand The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finnexpose the corrupt adult world in both British arderican societies of the

mid-nineteenth Century. Our analysis then, willetaikto consideration the historical context



in which Dickens and Twain’s novels were set, idesrto show how both authors were
influenced by the historical incidents in writinQliver Twist and The Adventures of

Huckleberry Finrrespectively.

Methodological Outline:

To reach the aimed purpose our work will follow tMRAD method: we have started
our research with an introduction that highlightear issue. Then in our review of the
literature, we have provided an insight into theevcriticism that the two novels received in
relation to the theme of corruption and hypocrisythe section of method and materials we
shall present the theory of New Historicism to suppur work with a theoretical basis. We
shall also provide summaries of the two novE€Bver Twist and The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn In the Results section, we shall present thelteeseached in our
comparative study of Dicken®liver Twistand Twain’sThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
portrayal of Corruption and Hypocrisy in Victoridingland and Post Civil war America.
Finally, in the discussion section, we will hantieee chapters: the first one will be devoted
to the times and lives of Charles Dickens and Mawain. This part also embodies the
historical background oDliver Twistand The Adventures of Huckleberry Finfihe second
part entitled Corruption and Hypocrisy @liver Twist will deal with the Victorian society’s
unfairness and abuses as portrayed in Dick&hser Twist.In this section, we are going to
show the author’s evaluation of the Victorian stciand his attacks on the parochial
institutions that repressed the working class amdtily exploited children. The last section
will explore Mark Twains’ criticism of mid ninetedncentury American Social and political
standards at most characterized by materialisnracidl oppressions even after the abolition
of slavery. The conclusion will include the wholdeas exposed throughout the research

work.
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Method and Materials

|. Methods

New Historicism

Our work is based, as we have already seen, oreBst&Oliver Twist andTwain’s
The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin8Gince our approach in studying the two books bl
historicist and comparative at the same time, oatysis will be based on the theory of New
Historicism. New historicism is a literary theoryat emerged in the 1980s which aims to
understand and interpret literature through itstonisal context. Stephen Greenblaltt is
considered as its main corroborator as far as BakMarx and Foucault who were of
significant influence in expanding the primary piples of the theory. New historicism
claims that a literary work must be consideredpeaotuct of time, place and historical
circumstances of its composition rather than assafated work of art or text'. To be more
specific, instead of studying a text in separafi@m its historical context,few historicists
attend primarily to the historical and cultural cditions of its production, its meaning, its
effects, and also of its later critical interpretats and evaluations> Furthermore, Aram
Veeser introduces New Historicism as an attentptéxplain facts by reference to earlier
facts ... he meant the attempts to find explanatiwh r@levant material in social sciences
other that the one which is primarily under invgation”* This means that a literary work is
not just the result of its author’s fiction and ception, but rather the social circumstances of
its origination which Hyppolyte Taine calledate, milieu, and momeft. Those aspects
represent the key materials with which literatuweioduced, as the American literary critic

M.H. Abrams illustrates by declaring thaméw historicists conceive of a literary text as

‘situated’” within the totality of the institutionspcial practices, and discourses that constitute
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the culture of a particular time and place, andiwithich the literary text interacts as both a

product and a producer of cultural energies andesid

Another important point, in which New Historicisng iconcerned with, is the
interpretation of history via literary texts andushrecreating it. In fact, they believe that
history is not a collection of fixed facts but $t conceived as a text which itself needs to be

interpreted. Cynthia Burkhead best explains thesioh the following quotation:

[...] Actual truths are entirely historical creaturesrected at history and grown in a
historical chain, as interpretation refers to iptetation throughout history ... we use
our imagination to decompose old worlds and to amsepnew worlds, through
weighting, ordering, supplementing, deleting anefadming’, i.e, correcting or
distortingf3
As we have already mentiongdliver TwistandThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
are two novels that were constantly shaped by thistorical context. So the application of
the aforementioned theory is pertinent, as it prieis and links literature in relevance to the
social, economic, cultural and political circumstas that constitute a particular society. In
Oliver Twist,we will focus our analysis on Dickens'’s vivid paal of the corrupt Victorian
society and his attack on the institution’s injastof which the author was the subject, mainly
during his childhood. Similarly, the major concamrstudyingThe Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn is to examine Twain’s realistic depiction of thecisb evils that characterized the
Nineteenth Century industrial America, and to shmw the American humorist criticizes the
ills he witnessed in his discriminating, hypocuticand racist society. As far as New
Historicism is widely concerned in our researcharelsterization and style will be briefly
approached in analyzing Dickens and Twain’s ficidn fact, in order to go into the depth of

the two author’s fictionalized worlds, we will fitg discuss how their characters serve as

mirror through which the issues of their living sies are reflected, and then we will explore

13



the two writers’ use of satire and irony to mockhe industrial English and American corrupt

and hypocritical institutions and values.

[l Materials

Summaries of the two novels:

Oliver Twist

The story is about an orphan named Oliver, whbois1 in a workhouse, in a small
English town. His mother died during his birth,J&e him to spend his first nine years with
Mrs. Corney in an orphanage. In his ninth birthd2alyer is removed from the baby farm by
Mr Bumble, who puts him in a workhouse for adult$iere he submitted six months of ill
treatment and starvation. One evening, after theafled “dinner”, the other boys convinced
Oliver to ask for more food. Consequently, he wald $0 a chimney sweep, from which he
escaped and then becomes an apprentice and wor&ddoal undertaker, Mr. Sowerbery, in
whose house Oliver has to sleep between the cofflasing his apprenticeship, he meets
Noah Claypole, a parish boy and Sowerbery's othmsrentice. Noah abuses him and
qualifies his dead mother as a criminal, which I€iver to react and attack him. Hence,
Oliver is arrested by Mrs. Sowerbery and they ntadgeat him and lock him up. Later on, he

manages to run away to London before he is beaigistarved to death.

On the long road to London, the orphan encourtack Dawkins, also known as the
Artful Dodger, who tells Oliver that he can work fuis nice boss named Fagin. However, the
latter is and elderly Jewish criminal, who is leadia gang of young thieves and burglars
including Bill Sikes and Nancy, his companion. @livs sent out on the street for the first

time together with Jack and another young colleagiteen he sees them steel a handkerchief
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from a nice elderly gentleman, Oliver runs away] #re old man thinks that he was the thief.
Oliver is arrested and put before a judge, whogsleort shrift to him and then punished for
three months hard labor. But the stolen elderlytlgeran says that he is not sure it was him,

so Oliver gets released and Mr. Brownlow takes tairnis home.

There, Oliver falls severely ill, but is being @y supported by the good caring lady,
who takes custody of the poor orphan. Mr Brownlodiend, Mr Grimwig did not trust
Oliver, and believes he is a pickpocket. When Mwovihlow sent the boy to pay for some
books in the bookseller, he is caught again by Mamd Sikes, who take him to Fagin. After
a while, he has to assist Sikes on a burglary; treyto break into a manner house in the
country. The robbery goes wrong and Oliver recei@egunshot wound. Early in the next
morning, he was found by Rose, lying on the doprsfiethe manner and then she nurses him
back to life. After a time, Nancy witnesses a sea@enversation between Fagin and a
mysterious man named Monks, in which they planmekilt Oliver. Nancy meets Rose and
informs her that Monks is knowing of Oliver's patage and wants to kill him. Fagin is
hardly heard of Nancy's treason and Sikes to k#ék.hWhen trying to escape, Sikes
accidentally hangs himself. Fagin is executed amtikd confesses that he is the half brother
of Oliver and wanted to kill him in order to acqeithe whole of his father’s heritage. Monks

moves to America and Oliver is adopted by Mr Brawwlwith whom he lives in happiness.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn:

The novel, which is a sequel to TwaiiThe Adventures of Tom Sawykkes place in
the American South around the 1840, a few decaefesedthe Civil War. The story begins in
the fictional town of St Petersburg where Huck Fianyoung boy about thirteen years old
who comes from a lower social class of the Amerisaniety, is adopted by the Widow

Douglas and her sister Miss Watson. While bottheht attempt to educate and civilize him

15



in the ways of school and the teachings of theebiHuck rejects this way of life and decides
to elaborate a plan to escape from this boring Atehe mean time, Pap, Huck’s father, hears
about a huge amount of money that his son fourtdsrprevious adventures with his friend
Tom, and which the bank kept for him in confidenide. then comes and asks for his sons’
money. The widow Douglas and a judge named Thatalitempt to take care of Huck’s
money, but another judge claims that his natuithleiahas the right to get a part of his son’s
money. Later on, Pap kidnaps Huck and puts himshaxk, but the boy escapes after having
faked his death and then finds his way to Jacksdsiand, where he meets Jim, Miss

Watson'’s runaway slave.

Jim escapes after hearing Miss Watson talking abelling him to a distant plantation
far from his family, where he will be harshly exipéal and ill treated. Huck befriends Jim and
pledges him that he will keep him out of slaverjiey team up and flow downstream trying
to reach Ohio, where slavery has been abolishe@r Afbig storm flooding the Mississippi,
Jim and Huck find an abandoned raft and a houssiffip on the river. They go inside to
explore the house and find a dead man that Jim &newluck’s father but would not let the
boy see. Later, Huck dresses up as a girl to geesaformation from people in a nearby
town. However, a woman notices that he acts likey She tells Huck that her husband has
planned to capture the runaway slave on the islaadnight. Huck runs away quickly to tell
Jim that they need to leawfter finding a steamboat with murderers on it, Kand Jim get

separated. They get lost in the fog and don'téach other until the next morning.

Once met, they want to go to Cairo, where Jim cdddreed, but they accidentally
passed it in the fog. Soon, they get hit with atlaoal lose each other again. Huck goes ashore
and, after avoiding guard dogs, stays with a wgdimily, the Grangerfords. He befriends

their son. The Grangerfords are in a feud with$hepherdsons and Huck watches a battle
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that buck is killed in. One of the Grangerfordavsels tells Huck to go to the river. There, he
finds Jim and they escape again. Shortly after, thi@ves beg to be let onto their raft. Huck
lets them, but they only cause trouble. The Dule Eme King put on shows in town, but it is

actually a hoax. They also try to steal money, gmréing to be relatives to a man who just
passed away. When they come ashore in one townisJaptured and Huck learns that the
King has sold him for some dollars. Huck goes ®Rhelps farm where Jim is kept. He finds
Tom sawyer's aunt and uncle, and pretends to be. Tdm latter eventually arrives and

pretends to be Sid, his own younger brother. Thes lveant to free Jim, but Tom insists on

doing so in an adventurous manner. They run awaynaght and tom is shot in the leg.

Later, Tom and Huck’s identities are discoveredch flls Huck that the dead man
they found in the floating house some months befaas his father. Finally, with his father
dead, Huck doesn’t want to return to civilizatiggaa, he and his two friends decide to travel

west on the raft and have adventures with the imdia
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Results

The comparative study that we have cdroigt on DickensOliver Twistand Twain’s
The Adventures of Huckleberry Fihas allowed us to explore two preeminent litefayyres
that influenced the literary field and even poétione. The former is considered one of the
most influential authors of the Victorian era whegarks were of major importance in raising
public opinions which influenced the decisions g British authorities. The latter is viewed
as the father of the American literature, whoserdity fictions, mainly th@he Adventures of
Huckleberry Finnreflected and portrayed an American civilized stciull of hypocrisy and

corruption.

In this dissertation, we have tried t@mwhthat the above mentioned writers share
similar, if not to say, identical themes despite glements that may put them apart. Indeed,
the two literary figures, who came from differenéographical areas and from distinct
historical backgrounds, share the same undertohesticism and produced similar genres

such as social novels in which they denounce thjemik that afflict their societies.

We have developed this analysis by takig consideration the historical background
in which the two books were set. The study has shtvat the two writers mirrored the
historical events that characterized their periolime. Thus, to carry on our analysis, we
made an appeal to the theory of New HistoricismcWwhattempts to study literary works in

relation to the major historical events that precethem.

Throughout the research paper, we hagsepited the two authors’ evaluation of their
societies by studying the two novels in relatioriite theme of corruption and hypocrisy. We
came to the result that although Dickens and Tveaimilarly criticized their corrupt and

hypocritical world, they differ in the success thase two writers achieved in their criticism.
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Discussion:

This section intends to examine the theme of cdiwopand hypocrisy in Dickens’
Oliver Twistand Twain’sThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finve will put emphasis first; on
the historical background of both novels and tfe dind time of both authors. Then we will
move to the study of Dickens’ realistic depictioh tbe issues that dominated the mid-
nineteenth century English society, mainly chaméme by social stratification and child
labor, and then the hypocrisy of the parochialitagsbns which subdued the working class
instead of delivering them from their enduring ltde conditions. We will also analyze
Twain’s scathing criticism of the Post-Civil War Amcan greed and hypocritical society and
how The Adventures of Huckleberry Finmrrors the ugly nature of post-Civil War American

whites. All these concepts will be studied by apipgao the theory of New Historicism.

Chapter One: Time and Life of Charles Dickens and Mrk Twain

A New Historicist reading oDliver TwistandThe Adventures of Huckleberry Fimn
concerned with the social and political circumsemnthat shaped the epoch in which the two
novels were produced. It is also interested in shgihe ideological and social standards that
characterized the environment in which they wepalpced. For, New Historicism is a project
of reading literature in relation to history, sdgieand politics: Oliver Twist and The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finas we have already explained in the previoustehawere
written in a period which witnessed a far-reachsagial and political metamorphose. The
former was written in a crucial period charactetiby a rapid industrial growth and the big
increase of the Victorian population which createdious social issues including social

stratification, poverty and crime. Correspondingthe epoch in which the latter was
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produced, was marked by a colossal economic dewedlopwhich had not only positive but

also negative impacts on the American society.

Historical Background:

Oliver Twist

Oliver Twistwas written as an attack on the abuses of thesBritistitutions in early
nineteenth century. Charles Dickens was aboutddyme a work which would have a great
impact not only on literary criticism but in thelipical field as well. The author’'s personal
experience, mainly his childhood, and the radibdt,sstarted from the Industrial Revolution

that Britain witnessed in mid-nineteenth centugryed as a plot dliver Twist.

In Oliver Twist Dickens expresses his great flounce at the e@filthe Victorian
society. The novel was published in 1837 at a twien serious social, political and
economic transformations took place in England tduhe industrial and urban rapid growth
known as the Industrial Revolution. The nation w#sed a great development and prosperity,
but its facade stashed various contemporary s@sakes including extreme poverty, child

laboring, the victimization of women and the rigeominality.

The Victorian era is one of Britain’s most crugedriods which is marked by Queen
Victoria’'s reign from (1837 to 1901). The epochcensidered the apex of the Industrial
Revolution considering; the great and rapid exparssthat trade and industry witnessed, the
colossal advances which technology and sciencadateand the government’s introduction
of numerous important reforms. Yet, this great ttgw@ment goes with a huge growth in
population which widens the gap between the ricd poor, and then leads to a highly

stratified society divided into three main distictasses: the upper class, the middle class anc
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the lower class, also known as the working classpke belonging to the working class were
ruthlessly exploited by the bourgeois. In fact, timelustrial boom needed such huge

manpower that even children were victims of a hardhstrial and social slavery.

In the period during which Dickens planned andte/@liver Twist,new laws were
just starting to be proceeded over the country. Agniie most influential legislations was the
Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, also known as teg/NPoor Law. The latter initiated the
workhouse system which confined sick and poor peoypb places where they are supposed
to be supported and provided with food and clotlitEsvever, instead of serving as refuges
for this category of needy suffering people, therkliouses exploited, mistreated and
punished them severely. Children were the mostogeol in these workhouses, they have to

work more than ten hours a day in a horrible angcaius conditions.

Dickens was a witness of the defects that afflidies society. He was aware of the
materialist and greedy regime, which introducespibar, mainly children, to the workhouses’

barbarities and inhuman exploitations. As Rogerr&leeently put it:

Dickens grew up in a world of workhouses for cleldr child prostitution, "charity"
institutions run with cruelty and greed, schoolatttaught nothing and were run for
profit, and people, who preyed on children, staraad mistreated them, and praised
themselves for their benevolerfce.

In this society, poor had no voice whether polltioa economic; the only mirror through
which their harsh living conditions could be refkst is that of social criticism. Genres such
as social novel known as social protest or sogm@blpm are the most used when tempting to
have an undertone of social criticnDickens is one of the fierce critics of the Victni
corrupt and hypocritical society. He gives voidaotigh his fictions, to those who have no
voice, by exposing their poverty and cruel livingnditions via his social novels. In fact,
Dickens wanted to show how the British institutiotitsough new legislations, oppressed the

laboring class, and this is shown by depicting tady routine of the poor, who were
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enslaved, dehumanized and considered like maclseedng for the benefit and profit of the

middle class’ Greed manufactory leaders.

Oliver twist is considered Dickens’ first novel to convey aigbcommentary. Its
success assured Dickens’ strong determination ite van social topicsThe novel was
written as a critic to the common Victorian philpby about the poor, which believed that
poverty is just a person’s own guilt and not theeegament’s responsibility. The English
social commentator completely opposed this philbgopy exposing the government’s
corrupt and hypocritical system mainly describedy@edy and materialist. Moreov@liver
Twist contributed highly to the birth of public opinidmat influenced the government’s social
reforms. The novel made the Victorian public opmimore conscious of the poor life and the
authorities’ demonic strategies in exploiting therking class. It is seen as a direct

manifestation of the Victorian public conscience.
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

American literature has been marked for a longthy the dominance of the social
and political themes engendered first by the endhef Civil War (1861-1865) then the
negative impacts of the Industrial Revolution oe thmerican society. The authors who
wrote about those periods have had recourse tmarjteexpression as a way of social
criticism. Mark Twain is one of the most represémgasocial critics of the post Civil War
era, who provided an insight into the American stycand the major issues and conflict that
the nation was facing during this period of time. drder to comprehend his literary
productions, a careful look to the historical comia which they were written is needed so as

to afford some historical facts.
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After the end of the American Civil war, the coyntvitnessed a boundless economic
expansion, and rapid transformation from an agtical and mercantile economy to a highly
organized industrial one; based mainly on capitalead the principles of the Laissez-faire
policy on the one hand, and the tenets of Socialvidésm on the other hand. Yet, this latter
was of great importance in shaping the Americanasghilosophy, paving the way to the
spirit of materialism that was the most prevailiagthat time. Additionally, slavery and
racism were still the most prominent issues thatiddd the nation into abolitionist
northerners and pro-slavery southerners. At thenbety of the Reconstruction Era (1865-
1877), slavery and race relations appeared to haea moving in a favorable direction. In
fact, the approval of the T3Amendment in 1865 had abolished slavery, and pertithe
blacks to be in a similar social rank as that efwhites. These important changes favored the
African American to go through their first attemfd become free American citizens.
However, the political and social freedom gainedtliy blacks was instantly withhold by
some new laws and ideologies imposed by the wbii¢hgerners and supported by the nation
as a whole. The enactment of the Jim Crow Laws gL&pplied racial segregation and
limited the authority of the blacks mainly in thenéederate states. These racist policies were

hypocritically enforced under a motive of self-defe against newly freed blacks

Mark Twain was a careful observer of this hypacaitsociety, filled with racial issues
and corrupt ideologies. As an anti-racist critie, groduced many literary works, in which he
criticizes the immorality of the white society arww degraded this latter wa3he
Adventures of Huckleberry Fing one of Twain’s greatest novels where he satrthe ugly
nature of slavery, racism and bigotry. Although thavel was set in the pre-Civil War
antebellum south, some fifty years prior to its Ipzdtion, Twain succeeded to show his

predominantly white audience how hypocritical thesxre by condoning slavery and
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discrimination. The American author took it as aydto make the people aware of their

inhuman social attitudes in considering the blaaksecond degree citizens.

FurthermoreThe Adventures of Huckleberry Fipresents a visual look at the time in
which the author lived. He uses his knowledgehef Mississippi river to write about the
ways of life in the Antebellum society. Twain wasert in Missouri and then moved to
Hannibal not far from the Mississippi river. Higelion the river provided him with material
for many of his books includingfhe Adventures of Huckleberry Fimm which he focused
increasingly on the institution of slavery and tberrupt southern society marked by
cowardice, a lack of logic and profound selfishfieBssides, the main aim of the novel is not
only narrowed in the realistic description of theglyl lives of the Southern society in the Pre-
Civil War period, but it goes beyond this. In faitte author wanted to insist on the fact that
although slavery was abolished, the roughnesseoittite race prejudice is still rampant. He
compares the slave holders’ society of the prel@uar period to that of the Reconstruction

to show that nothing is really changed for the blaxe even after the abolition of slavery.

Apart from the major historical events that endpdshaping the structure of the novel,
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finvas published at a time when American literature is
characterized by the domination of realism asedity movement which came as a reaction
to the older school of romanticism. In additiong #nd of the Civil War gave birth to a new
genre of fiction called the Local Color Regionaligrhich gained popularity in the mid to late
nineteenth century. In this genre of writing, bptetry and prose are set in specific American
regions underlying its particular traits such asefit, culture, customs and landscape. Twain
was influenced by, and manage to blend two majoyswaf perceiving a world into his
narrative style: point of view and treatment ofulbject. The period was also marked by the

use of humor in literary works. This writing stybecame the foundation of the majority of
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American fiction. The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin& an outstanding example, where
humor and satire are not only used for entertaiirhehrather for a serious purpose. Indeed,
Twain, in a very artistic and complex way, put hisnor a good use in a service of satire to
spotlight the American society’s hypocrisy in & aspects. This is why he was referred to as
the best American humorist of all time, as the pieent man of letters in late nineteenth

century William Dean Howells pronounced him the &Alincoln of literature”.
The Lives of Charles Dickens and Mark Twain:

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens is an eminent English author, nsiygburnalist and social critic
whose fiction and non-fiction writings have engenediea lot of criticism. His literary works
have been influenced by his personal experientés;ig why we should return to the time

and circumstances that molded his life and ficBoras to discern that influence.

Charles John Huffam Dickens was born in the gesaflish sea port of Portsmouth on
the 7" of February, 1812, to John and Elisabeth Dickéteswas the second of their eight
children, but six of them only survived to the ddabd. The family moved to London in
1822, where Dickens spent most of his childhoodicwiserved as setting for many of his
novels. The great chance of being sent to schoahaarly age will not last more than two
years, since Dickens found himself forced to wddven hours a day in a blacking factory in
order to support his family. As this latter's fir@s deteriorated, his father was sent to
debtors’ prison and joined later by his wife andittsiblings. Dickens worked in the factory
for several months under terrible conditions, aiqeewhen, according to him, he lost his
childhood innocence declaring that “how [he] coblel easily cast away at such a young

age®. He discovered the misery and the suffering of wheking class, and began a new
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horrible childhood which will influence him laten ithe writing of his novels, mainly the

autobiographical ones.

After, receiving a family inheritance, Dickenstliar paid off his debts and got out of
prison. Later on, Charles returned back to schoai, again, it was not for a long time. In
1827, he left school and started to work as clankl, then four years later, he began his career

as a journalist, reporting for two major London seapers under the pseudonym of “Boz”.

Dickens’ job as a journalist kept him in close tzmt with the darker social conditions
of the Industrial Revolution; he grew disappointeih the institutions’ attempt to relieve
those conditiors In 1833, He wrote ‘A Dinner at Poplar Work’, hisst story, which
preceded the publication of his collection of séictional sketches in 1836, entiti&ketches
by Boz The latter gained him acknowledgement as a wifiem the following year, Dickens
saw his career, as a novelist, propelled when H#ighed his first novel,The Pickwick
Paperswhich allowed him to achieve enormous fame and ioeca literary celebrity. A
month after the success of his first novel, Dickareried Catherine Hogarth, and had ten
children, before the couple got separated in 1% Victorian author became extremely
productive in the years following his marriage. And this time, he started publishing
Bentley’s Miscellanynmagazine, in which he started writing a serialdhisf most influential
novels, Oliver Twist, also known asThe Parish Boy’s Progressyhich was edited and
published in 1838. The book was welcomed in Engkamdl even exported to America. It tells
a story of a young orphan who suffers from the drsrof the Victorian society, a life which

Dickens has experienced during his childhood.

In 1842, Dickens made a trip to America, wheraliseovered a society which is not
different from his own one. He wrotemerican Notes for General circulatighat was an

evaluation of the American society, criticizing tienericans as being materialistic and
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immoral. After returning to England, he publishe@laristmas Caroin 1843 before moving
to Italy. From 1844 to 1870 the Victorian novelmiblished many works includiniglartin
Chuzzlewit(1844) Dombey and Sof1848) David Cooperfield1850),Bleak Hous€1853),
Hard Times(1854), Little Dorrit (1857), A tale of Two Citie1859), Great Expectations
(1861),0ur Mutual friend(1865),The Mystery of Edwin Drood870) and many other short
fictions and non-fiction works. Dickens’ writingsade him famous since he dealt with the
evils of the Victorian industrial society, by praeseg a nightmarish picture of a hypocritical
society and a dehumanized world where the ideolofyynaterialism prevails. He died
suffering from a fatal stroke on June 9, 1870, ilegnan enormous legacy which bear withess
of his importance as social critic and one of thesmnfluential literary and political figure.
Even, Karl Marx believed that DickengsSued to the world more political and social trsith
than have been uttered by all the professionaltip@ns, publicists and moralists put

togethet1°

Mark Twain

Mark Twain is one of the most preeminent noveldtsiineteenth century America,
often considered the “first truly American writétand the father of the American literattfre
He is a great performer whose lectures drew hugdesaces all around the world. Writing of
his death, the New York Times said he was the gse&tumorist this country has produted
Today, there is a national prize in his name togeze those who create humor from there

uniquely American experiences.

The Great literary figure we know as Mark Twainswlaorn in 1835 as Samuel
Langhorne Clemens, in the small town of Floridas$diuri. When he was four years old, the
family moved to Hannibal, a growing port town oretbanks of the Mississippi river.

Hannibal and the Mississippi would have a profourildience on his life, his writings and his
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legacy. Before Sam was twelve, his father died méymonia, leaving the family in poor
financial circumstances. Sam had to leave schodlferd a work. His first job was as an
apprentice typesetter for local newspapers [kee Hannibal Journaland The Missouri
Courier. After two years, he went to work at tHannibal Journa) a newspaper owned by his
oldest brother Orion, where he was a printer antbeal assistant. Sam discovered at this
early age that he like to write. His first knownbtished work was a sketch called, “The
Gallant Fireman”, which appeared in his brothegpgr. Seeking a wider audience, he sent a
short piece called a “The Dandy Frightening thedigu” to theCarpet Bag a Boston humor
magazine. After almost three years of working fas brother, Sam left Hannibal and
travelled to New York, Saint Louis, Philadelphiada@incinnati, Supported himself by
working as a journey man typesetter. Later on,8671 Clemens was to be attracted by a new
experience. He left his printing career to begaining to become a steamboat pilot, a license
he got after eight months of apprenticeship. Hipeglence as a steamboat pilot on the
Mississippi river would be so influential sinceniis the source of inspiration for the author’s
literary career. Even his pen name was chosendrrittlerboat, where he used to hear the

workers crying “Mark Twain” which means that theterais so deep enough to sail.

In 1861, when the civil war broke out, the steamlicede absolutely came to an end
and he was out of his job. Twain very briefly sehia the confederate military, and then
made his way to San Francisco and again beganahegicas a journalist. Twains first big
literary work came in 1865, with the publication ®he Celebrated Jumping Frog of
Calaveras Countywhich was a huge success and was printed and reprinteaex the
country. Then, came his first best sellEne Innocents Abroagdublished in 1869, and is still
very much one of the most successful and widely ¥eown travel narratives of American
literature. After that, he publishd®bughing Itin 1872 andDld Times on the Mississippio
years later. Twain’s best known and best loved bpdke Adventures of Tom Sawyard
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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finmyblished respectively in 1876 and 1885, are flyba
the reason that Earnest Hemingway famously saitloBb that American literature comes
from Mark Twairt®. The Adventures of Huckleberry Fishows the possibility of making
genuine moral changes in a world dominated by ma@ad other forms of human folly. The
book was also able to capture the vernacular spafedifferent classes along the Mississippi,

and Twain was the first person to put this kind@éabulary into American writings.

Mark Twain was a prolific writer; he wrote twentigkt books includingThe Gilded
Age(1837),A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Co(t889),The Prince and the Pauper
(1881),Pudd’nhead Wilsorf1894) and a vast number of stories, lecturesemsays. In his
last fifteen years, Twain was probably the moseloelted American around the world; he
received honorary degrees from Yale and Oxford,feord 1895 to 1896 he did a lecture tour
around the world which drew huge crowds. At the afjseventy four, Mark Twain died of
angina pectoris, at his Connecticut home, on A 1910. Yet, he is considered one of the
towering figures in American literature, and hifluence is still apparent in writing todayl. “
believe that Mark Twain had a clearer vision o¢ lithat he came nearer to its elementals and
was less deceived by its false appearances than odingr Americai® declared H.L

Mencken. He adds: I'believe that he was the true father of our naiditerature’*®
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Chapter two: Corruption and Hypocrisy in Oliver Twist

Of the social novels of all nineteenth century Esighuthors who commented on the
social issues of the Victorian society, few magadt the same degree of fluency as Dickens’
Oliver Twist In this book, Charles Dickens criticizes the Bhtinstitutions with a ferocity
that had never since been approathett was qualified by many critics as a reformed an
even a rebel. Oliver Twist is one of Dickens’ modtuential novels in the Victorian era,
considering its great success to develop a unigiieigm in which the author genuinely
contributed to the rise of a public opinion whiahflienced the English institutions in

enacting some refornfs.

As far as New Historicist approach is concernedunanalysis, it becomes important
to explore the relation between Dickens’ criticiamd the context in which it was produced,
S0 as to understand more the author’s intentiom&itmg his novel, and the prevailing issues
which led him to compose this literary work. It waentioned in the previous chapter that
Dickens experienced hard times during his childhdodeed, at the age of twelve, following
his father’'s imprisonment, he was obliged to wonka blacking factory where he was
exploited and exposed to horrific conditions whichunted him forever. Moreover, the
several political reforms that the Victorian sogietitnessed at that time affected much of
Dickens writings. Recent historical research assetat the workhouses which were set by
the New Poor Law, and which Dickens vigorouslyicized, resembles the workhouse of

Cleveland Street where the Dickens family lived aa@ many sorrow things in this parfsh.
Poverty in a Corrupt Society
In a decaying society, art, if it is truthful, muso reflect decdyyet, Oliver Twistis

viewed as not only art, but a mirror which refletk® social and economic issues that
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dominated the Victorian society. In fact, in thigvel, Dickens paints a bleak picture of an
England governed by a Capitalist government whigsorts to frightening techniques to
subject the laboring class’s citiz&8nkle divulges the systems’ devilish strategiesdpl@ting
poor and its hypocritical ideologies which justify corrupt legislation®liver Twistplunges

us into a terrifying world where cruelty and preéting policies are exerted. Through the
novel, Dickens shows his discontent with the hyjsycof the British politicians of the upper
class and their failure to solve the wide spreaxbl@ms of poverty through new laws which

they presume to be the solution to the growingoserissues.

Among all these Victorian social issues, Dickenglimtarget inOliver Twistis the
New Poor Law of 1834 which he attacked vehementlgxposing the harsh living conditions
of the poor in the administrated workhouses. Taidane through Oliver, the protagonist of
the novel, whom Dickens uses to explore and exploseabuses of this new legislation.
Suzanne Brown, in h&harles Dickens Oliver Twistlaims that Oliver is Dickens’ strongest
argument against workhouses as any substitutenétividuals care for the podrShe notes
that the intimacy a boy has with his mother is aeptl inOliver Twistby the institutions
which neglect all human compassioin fact, the workhouse system and its horribléyda
routine are presented from the very beginning ef tlovel. In the opening of the second
chapter, the author shows how Oliver, an orphatdcis caught by the Victorian harsh
system, and the inevitable misery of the paristsbanto which he had born and immediately

introduced to:

For the next eight or ten months, Oliver was thetiwi of a systematic course of
treachery and deception. (...) Upon this, the paasthorities magnanimously and
humanely resolved, that Oliver should be ‘farmed,in other words, that he should
be dispatched to a branch-workhouse some threes roffe where twenty or thirty

other juvenile offenders against the poor-lawsetbbbout the floor all day, without
the inconvenience of too much food or too much hitaf, under the parental
superintendence of an elderly female (8)
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At the age of nine, Oliver is transfused from therch and brought up in a workhouse which
Is run by an elderly corrupt woman called Mrs. Maiihe latter is described first, as wise
enough to take care of children. Dickens saysttieelderly female was a woman of wisdom
and experience; she knew what was good for chifdretowever, her greedy nature is
immediately revealed by the author when she ap@atggr the greater part of the weekly
stipend to her own use, and consigned the risimrgcp&él generation to even a shorter
allowance than was originally provided for th@mConsequently, under this system of
neglect, and the care of such hypocritical and naditet leaders, the children were constantly
victimized and abused as demonstrated by Dickensoitraying Oliver’s first experience

ending up in a workhouse, and how he had to entheecruelest treatments including
physical hunger and emotional starvation. The failhg quotation describes how the parish

boys suffered from an enduring hunger:

The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polishethtwith their spoons till they

shone again; and when they had performed this tipershey would sit staring at the

copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could kdaveured the very bricks of which

it was composed(...) Oliver Twist and his companisoffered the tortures of slow

starvation for three months: at last they got smsious and wild with hunger, that

one boy, who was tall for his age, and hadn't hessad to that sort of thing (for his

father had kept a small cook-shop), hinted dar&hhis companions, that unless he
had another basin of gruel per diem, he was afraichight some night happen to eat
the boy who slept next him, who happened to be akiyeyouth of tender age(.1)

In addition to this permanent starvation whichranically depicted in this quotation,
Dickens presents the masters of these parochiadelsoas fat and healthy men. This big
contrast between the living skeletons boys and fiiehy well fed masters is carefully
reported by Dickens to reveal the hypocrisy of Wmerkhouse system. For instance, Mr
Bumble is a fat and well-dressed gentleman whoepds to be interested in the paupers
comfort and care, but he treats them cruelly anttikessly’* Moreover, as Q.Q. Leavis and

F.R. Leavis believed, OlivéFwistis a mean to mock on the poor lat¥dn fact, in the novel,
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Dickens satirizes the Poor Law administration bgtnaging the members of the broad as very
sage, deep philosophical men and wise enough tblesdt rules in which hunger is
imposed”. In this way, the author mocks these corrupt mehmovides the contrary of what
they really are by showing their inhuman treatnadthe poor inmates. Yet, under this harsh
regime imposed by the workhouse, which Dickens sones compares to a prison, the child
paupers became extremely hungry. This unbearadteasion pushed Oliver, no matter how
fear is devouring him, to ask for more food. Oneremng, after a limited portion of gruel was
given to parish boys, Oliver, desperate with hunged reckless with misery rose from the
table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoband, said: somewhat alarmed at his
own temerity: 'Please, sir, | want some midréhe atrocity which Oliver suffered from after
this daring act is empathically described by Dickefihe latter's description of Oliver's

punishment for his request is best illustrated byhRRichardson who says:

The sheer brutality of the system is exposed. Olwenaligned, threatened with being

hanged, drawn and quartered; he is starved, caneldflogged before an audience of
paupers, solitarily confined in the dark for dakisked and cursed, hauled up before a
magistrate and sent to work in an undertaker's,diechnimal scraps, taunted, and

forced to sleep with coffint

In the following days, Oliver will be introduced B new system of exploitation where his
childhood and his innocence will be confiscateds$ how Dickens proceeded to depict the
phenomenon of child labor, one of the main issdekeoEnglish industrial society. In fact, he
shows how the British corrupt system forced youhtdecen of the poor class to work in a

factories and mines under cruel and inhumane dondit

The history of child labor in England goes backthe early seventeenth century.
When children are forced to work under harsh cirstamces. This kind of exploitation was

also common during the British industrial growthid industrial development needed an
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extensive number of human labors regardless ofatfee and gender. To clarify this idea,

Gregg Paulin in her book social and Economic History of Brita{n760-1980) argues:

Children and adult of both sexes were employedaaiofies; six or seven being the
admitted age of starting work, though children somes began at three or four years
old. Parents were frequently compelled by econgmessure to send their children to
the mill; in some cases they were refused pariliéf i€they had children with them.
The consequences were reflected not only on umfatéuchild labor, but on the

parents, who forced their own childr&h.

To be more explicit, the factory owners employaddcen under the age of seven, and made
them work for about eleven hours per a day. Adddlly, the manufacturers allowed
mistreatments of children believing that this wilige them to be more productive, and to

work as actively as possibt&.

To understand more Dickens denunciation of thiglcsystem of child exploitation,
we have to look back to the author’s childhood hisdacquisition of an intimate knowledge
of poverty and destitution; particularly of exptadt children, from which he took inspiration
in order to writeOliver Twist according to what happened in the society at ttme!®
Indeed, Dickens was greatly influenced by his gevie; particularly his childhood. This
idea may be illustrated by the quotation said bg #uthor, himself, reported by his

biographer Forster, where he declared that:

My whole nature was so penetrated with the gried aomiliation of such
considerations, that even now, famous and caressgtappy, | often forgot in
my dreams that | have a dear wife and childrennethat | am a man; and
wander desolately back to that time of my fite.

So, from this brief picture that Dickens presemédhis cruel infancy which influenced even

his adult life, we can say that Oliver’s childhaaglportrayed in the novel resembles that lived
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by the author. This is why Dickens provides a vacgurate portrait of the issue of child

labor, since he precised that the events took pteEagland; more precisely in Londéh.

In Oliver Twist Dickens, through different characters, paintsidvipictures and
provides numerous examples of capitalist systenchvis run under the principles of the
survival of the fittest. Oliver a victim of chilébor is sold to Mr. Gamfield, a chimney owner,
who is described by Dickens as a spiteful coldteeman, since he killed many of his
apprentices by being smothered in the chimney. bbard member of the workhouse
qualifies Oliver as the right boy for this job (oimey) when he was negotiating with Mr.
Gamfield to sell the young orphan without the aasise of this latter. Here, Dickens wants to
point out that Oliver’s destiny is between the haoélthese two greedy men; the gentlemen
who wants to send him of the workhouse since hedasking for more food, and Mr.
Gamfield a materialist undertaker who saw Oliver as opportunity for his business

considering the small amount of money he paid fior, IDickens narrates:

“He’d be cheap with nothing at all, as a premiurak@ him, you silly fellow! He’s
just the boy for you. He wants the stick, now ameht it'll do him good; and his board
needn’t come very expensive, for he hasn't beem-fedesince he was born. Ha!
Halha!”(...) 'This here boy, sir, wot the parish wsto 'prentis,’ said Mr. Gamfield.
'‘Ay, my man,' said the gentleman in the white veaiat, with a condescending smile.
‘What of him?" 'If the parish vould like him to feaa right pleasant trade, in a good
'spectable chimbley-sweepin' bisness,' said Mr. figéan 'l wants a ‘prentis, and | am
ready to take hinf?

The passage above demonstrates that the underfddeerBir Gamfield, often need their
chimney sweep, so, they required small kids whoewale to squeeze themselves into
narrow chimneys to clean them. It also revealshipocrisy of the board members who knew
that Oliver will be sent to death if he goes witmhbecause Mr Gamfield has already bruised
three or four boys to deatfiin addition to the British corrupt system’s maaéist ideologies,

strategies of manipulation and political reformsattiDickens’ severely criticized, the
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hypocrisy of the parochial institutions were alaggeted in Oliver Twist. The author explores
the manifestation of the Christian doctrines in Wietorian society. In fact, he applies
Christian sentiments and language to the workhdoidest the ability of these parishes to

uphold Christian values.

Religious Hypocrisy

From its formal outset, in the early"i@entury, the Anglican Church had been an
important political force, mainly in the adminigicm of a considerable laws aiming to reduce
poverty and improve the society’s social and ecdnaunditions® Since ages, almsgiving
was viewed as a religious and social duty. Goodstians were asked to ‘not harden your
heart, nor close your hand from your poor brotloer; you shall (...) generously lend him
sufficient for his needs in whatever he lackdfowever, with the emergence of the Industrial
revolution along with the birth of new ideologidbese exemplary standards witnessed a
radical change. Yet, the Victorians, mainly the emp@and the middle class, viewed poverty as

a result of personal washout and the poor were ddafior being poor.

Dickens was a witness of these new hypocriticabldgies, which, for him, were just
a mean to justify the utilitarian regime and itplkextation of the laboring class. Christianity
was just superficial; it was replaced by politigatitutions which run under capitalism. For
many critics, Oliver Twist is viewed as an expo$é¢he masked and scheming hypocrisy of
the Christian parish institutiorf61n the last sentences of the first chapter, Diskeports the

first days of Oliver in the parish house:

What an excellent example of the power of dresangadOliver Twist was! Wrapped

in the blanket which had hitherto formed his onbvering, he might have been the
child of a nobleman or a beggar; it would have begal for the haughtiest stranger to
have assigned him his proper station in society.rdw that he was enveloped in the
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old calico robes which had grown yellow in the saseevice, he was badged and
ticketed, and fell into his place at once—a padlkitd—the orphan of a workhouse—
the humble, half-starved drudge—to be cuffed anffeted through the world—
despised by all, and pitied by none. Oliver crigstily. If he could have known that he
was an orphan, left to the tender mercies of churatdens and overseers, perhaps he
would have cried the loudé¥.

The passage let us consider Oliver unlucky for dpddorn into this workhouse which is
operated by corrupt parochial leaders who pretémdake care of the poor children. Dickens

shows the opposite by alluding to the terrifyingridavaiting Oliver.

As we mentioned before, Oliver asked for more fdad to a lack of sufficient food to
support the parish boys, consequently, a memb#hreoivorkhouse board repeatedly affirms
that the boy will be hung. This demonstrates thpokyisy of the workhouse directors who
neglect the principles of the bible which orderduti€tians “You shall not murdef® In the
same fashion, the board is “very much amused” @adtmgerous chimney-sweep profession,
at the “young boys smothered in chimneys ... b&faed Mr. Gamfield's gloomy depiction
of boys “roasting their feet” in a “struggle to egate theirselves™ Oliver escaped hanging
not because the boards sympathized with him, huthi® reason that they did not want to
bloody their hands so they tried to attain themn & an indirect manner by selling Oliver to a

cruelly cold hearted man who have already killegehor four children in the chimney.

The biblical injunctions are totally ignored if nto say distorted by the Anglican
establishment. For instance Mrs Mann’s devilishatsfgies are completely opposing the
seventh commandment “You shall not steal”, sinee abpropriates the money distributed to
support the children and providing sufficient fo&y. this immoral act, Dickens demonstrates
the hypocrisy of this greedy woman, who is desctiag selfish and materialtMr Bumble
was also portrayed as an opportunist whose ownisvilb satisfy his greedy nature without

any evident care of the suffering parish boys. Bitk set him as an example of how the
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parish exploits the children and pickpockets thegmpleventing the inmates of some basic
necessities of life for his own financial gdhHe was shown as a fat man with a leather

pocket-book: which, like himself, was very corpulé&h

Another biblical decree, which was also neglettgdthe parochial officials, advises to
‘freely open your hand to your brother, to your dye@nd poor in your land This latter
recommends Christians to be helpful and to take adrthe needy poor. However, the
workhouse leaders seem to have neglected thisdfimttue. The idea is shown through Mr.

Bumble’s attitude towards the Childs:

He despises them so much that the death of a wam#re parish is nothing more
than an irritation to the insensitive beadle. Hadmmns the ingratitude of the paupers
and criticizes the rudeness of the dead woman’sangswho has refused to take an
improper medicine sent to his wife by the parisk.fkils to recognize that the parish
actually contributed to the poor woman's deathomerlooks the fact that the woman
has died of hungry and neglé&t

Mr Bumble does not assume his role as it is sugptsebe, he keeps the poor dying of
hunger and starvation. This immorality of these duygical leaders who were supposed to
take care of the parish inmates is also depictealith the character of Mrs. Corney who

considers the paupers to be worthless:

While a lot of the work house's paupers are lefstwving in the very cold weather,
Mrs. Corney sits before a cheerful fire in her robaving her own favourite meal.

This shows that the officials are provided withfeignt meals and comfortable warm
places while the paupers lead a very hard life. MBemble visits her, they discuss
the ill-manner of the pauper. He shows her thecjia of parish work house. He tells
her that the parish principle believes in giving faupers what they actually do not
want. In this way, they get tired of comiﬁ%.

This ignorance of the religious virtues and theigttan beliefs is a result of a secularization
of the ancient Christian institution, paving theywa a capitalist system which distorted

totally the biblical injunctions and replaced ittlvimaterialist ideologies.
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To sum up, we can say th@liver Twist deals with two predominant issues that
prevailed the Victorian era. Dickens attacks firet capitalist system which establishes new
laws to deprive the poor from their basic rightd amise their financial gain. Additionally, the

author reveals how Christian virtues were neglebtethe parochial institutions themselves.
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Chapter three: Corruption and Hypocrisy in The Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn:

Like Oliver Twist The Adventures of Huckleberry Fiialso considered one of the
most influential social novels, since it deals witte enduring issues that dominated the
American society during the antebellum period amdneafter the end of the Civil War.
However, the context in which the novel was writtand its setting makes Twain’s
masterpiece more complex than that of Dickens. &ftbez, a recur to a New Historicist
analysis is needed in order to figure out the cempélationship between the novel and the
historical circumstances that preceded its pubbtoatso as to understand more the books’
major themes. To study this complexity we will atf# to, as Aram Veeser says, explain

facts by reference to earlier falts.

Before we discuss this great writer and book, hefpful to put him and his novel in
its context and times. 1800s America was profounsiywped by the Civil War, both
negatively in the fastening tensions and conflmtsveen the North and the South, but also
positively in the impetus the war gave to a recwmts$ion, and a renewed drive toward
industrial and entrepreneurial invention and pregreAmerica was emerging as a world
power; fueled by the Industrial Revolution, massduoiction, big business and science. The
consequent rise of the middle class paradoxic&igforced the idea of social Darwinism,
posited by Herbert Spencer who based his theonésharles Darwin’s Origin of the Species
(1859). It was a dog eats dog; survival of thee§ttworld, a deterministic natural selection

process governs the Nineteenth century Americaietsoc

In addition to these important political and ecomorchanges, the issue of race and
slavery divided the American society even after@nal War. To explain more, although the
Emancipation Proclamation, an executive order ssfiyePresident Abraham Lincoln, and the
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ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1869ather legally freed slaves, by the 1800s
Reconstruction, the American government plan tmiteuthe nation after the Civil War and
integrate freed slaves into society, severely heenbpretty much a failure. Soon the Jim
Crow laws were passed in the South, severely githe power of African Americans once
again. Also, the number of lynching of black peoplereased dramatically, and the white
supremacy movement with hate groups such aklth&lux Klan (1865) gained tremendous

support.

Twain was a careful observer of these major transitions mainly the Industrial
Revolution. He was a fierce critic of the dark siok this latter, mainly the fusion of
Darwinism with the laissez-faire capitalism whicivg birth to a corrupt world determined by
materialism and moral decay. Since his father ttadeslaves during his childhood, Twain
was also a witness of the inhumanity of the whiennwho owned black slaves and treated
them as objects, he was disgusted of these inhyratices. Thus, iThe Adventures of
Huckleberry Finnthe author seems critical of the stubborn penmstgt®f the spirit of slavery
and the racist ideology in his days. Although tbgeal was published in 1884, twain had been
writing it for many years, and it was set in the{®@ivil War 1830's. So what we have here is
a story set forty years prior to its author writihgBut Twain’s novel was meant to expose his
late Nineteenth Century audience to its own hypgcand intolerance. As Brandon Burnett
says in hisHuckleberry Finn as a Picaresque American Satihat Twain allows us to see
the hypocrisy that existed not only in his timet buour present time as wélln this sense,
Galy Scharnhost affirms that in the life and wugtiof Mark Twain, we may discern, some
lessons for our own time; we should ridicule gremud hypocrisy, and resist racial
stereotypes. In fact, Twain’s masterpiece is informed by, amgeited with a hindsight's

wisdom about the enduring corruption and hypocwych the American society is facing.
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The novel is viewed by many critics as an allegdriepresentation of the American corrupt

and hypocritical society.

Corruption of an American Civilized Society

Like Dickens, Twain was a fierce critic of the p@3vil war American society. He
criticizes the white Americans by exposing theieegt and hypocrisy. Yet, as Dickens uses
the main character to portray the Victorian corraptiety inOliver Twist Twain in The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finmises the protagonist Huck Finn to depict the $pdieat
surrounds him. Indeed, in the novel Huck encounteasy rascals and morally lacking,
selfish, corrupt and hypocritical individuals suhthe widow Douglas and Miss Watson who
are supposed to be good Christian woman and yet hayproblem with tearing apart Jim's
family by selling him down river. He also meets #iag and the Duke, two con artists who
rip off every innocent victim they can find aloniget shores of the Mississippi river. Two
families who were in feud, The Grangerfords and$heferdsons, who murder each other’s
children immediately after sitting through a sermmm loving one’s neighbors, were also
discovered by the protagonist. Twain’s use of thegaocritical characters goes along with
the injection of many honest and pure figures ahéncase of Jim. Huck, being idealized by
the author, and Jim whom Twain humanized are shimvbe the two least respected and
lowest members of their society, and yet they hligemost developed sense of morality in
the entire novel. This distinctive characterizatisrcarefully used by the author in order to

show how the American decayed society is far froenitieal one.

For instance, the greedy nature and the capitdesiogy are clearly depicted through
the King and Duke whom Huck and Jim meet duringrthdventures along the river. Their
hypocrisy is exposed first when they changed tigeintities; one claims that he is the son of

King Louis XVI and the other pretends to be therped Duke of Bridgewater. Later on, they
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tried to steal money by pretending to be the brstioé the dead men from the Wilks family.
The two swindlers allege to be the Wilks’ relatiasl try to corrupt Mary Jane and her sister

by showing how they were so sad for loosing subklaved brother:

Well, by and by the king he gets up and comes fadvaalittle, and works himself up
and slobbers out a speech, all full of tears aagdbodle about its being a sore trial
for him and his poor brother to lose the diseasad, to miss seeing diseased alive
after the long journey of four thousand mile, btg i trial that's sweetened and
sanctified to us by this dear sympathy and thebethars, and so he thanks them out
of his heart and out of his brother's heart, beeamst of their mouths they can't,
words being too weak and cold, and all that kindraif and slush, till it was just
sickening; and then he blubbers out a pious goadgyg Amen, and turns himself
loose and goes to crying fit to bdst.

This was a kind of theatre the two thieves usedrder to convince the family heirs to have
their part of their brother’s heritage. Furthermdree King once told the people of Arkansas
that he was a pirate for thirty years in the Indizsean, and that he was robbed by some other
pirates, but he will be a good man now and will toyturn the pirates into the right path.
Thus, the King collected eighty seven dollars aenksty five cents from people who helped
him since they believed his sad story and then syhiged with him. Moreover, concerning
their perception of the blacks, the Duke affirmattlll niggers are thieves and they can

always steal money if they are given the opporyulaitdo it:

So they got ready to go down stairs again. The dabs: “I don’t think we put that

money in a good place.” That cheered me up. I'dubeg think | warn’t going to get a

hint of no kind to help me. The king says: “Why?tBese Mary Jane 'll be in
mourning from this out; and first you know the régghat does up the rooms will get
an order to box these duds up and put 'em awayganeu reckon a nigger can run
across money and not borrow some of'it?

In this passage, Twain exposes ironically the hyipgpmf the Duke who said that all black

men are thieves whereas he neglects his rascalityaguery. The most despicable inhuman
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practice of the two con men is shown when they Jefl back into slavery for forty two

dollars. Twain shows how sad and astonished Huck is

| thought till | wore my head sore, but | couldse no way out of the trouble. After
all this long journey, and after all we’d done tbem scoundrels, here it was all come
to nothing, everything all busted up and ruined;aose they could have the heart to
serve Jim such a trick as that, and make him s <ain all his life, and amongst
strangers, too, for forty dirty dollafs.

Huck is presented as completely stupefied by thmisioral and materialist act, he wonders
how these two swindlers could do such a rapacictisTaeir actions are in Huck’s words
enough to make a body ashamed of human %ad&ough these two characters, Twain
represents all the worse aspects of a capital@etyg just like the King and the Duke who

exploit other people for a capital gain.

Huck’s father, Pap, is also one of the most ontitey examples of selfishness and
hypocrisy. After hearing about Huck’s fortune, pagme to force his son to give him the
money saying: | heard about it away down the rit@y, That's why | come. You get me that
money tomorrow | want itPap Finn saw in his son a source of wealth ratiem & human
being® He mistreated his son by beating and locking, Hasks that he used to always whale
him when he was sob&tHowever, Pap behaves differently in front of thége and says he
will be a good father for Huck. This good imagerhade of himself is just a mean to reach
Huck’'s money. So Pap’s greedy nature reflects theedcan society where people were
incurably undermined by the fever of mortéynd this is asserted by Twain who says that

the lack of money is the root of all eVil.

Racial hypocrisy is also one of the recurring teernm the novel. In fact, Mark Twain
reveals that although slavery was abolished, thekisl are still considered as subhuman and

inferior® In fact, even after the end of the Civil War, arstéypical black person was
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generally considered as large child who is immatureesponsible, unintelligent and
physically strong. The racial hypocrisy of the ‘doavhites’ is shown through many
characters in the novel including the Widow Douglddiss Watson, the King, the Duke and
even Huck’'s father. The latter, in chapter six, vghchis disappointment about a black

professor. Pap says:

And what do you think? They said he was a p’fe#sa college, and could talk all

kinds of languages, and knowed everything. And #iatt the wust. They said he

could vote when he was at home. Well, that let ote Bhinks I, what is the country a-
coming to? It was ‘lection day, and | was just altougo and vote myself if | warn’t

too drunk to get there; but when they told me theas a State in this country where
they'd let that nigger vote, | drawed out. | sajlsnever vote agin?

Huck’s father is raving about this black collegefpssor and because of the color of his skin,
he considers himself superior to this well instedcblack. To mock at the hypocrisy of the
white men and their racial attitudes towards tlaekd, Twain draw parallels between Jim and
Pap to show how the former replaced the lattets irotaking care of his son which is almost
his own duty. In fact, in chapter nine, Jim assuthesrole of a father to Huck when he did
not let him to see a dead man’s face, who waswirsfather, Huck says that: | didn't look at
him at all. Jim throwed some old rags over Hfffihis is the way how Twain humanizes Jim
to counter the white’s racial prejudices who coesiblacks as savage and primitive. Tine
Adventures of Huckleberry Findim is shown as protective and caring as a fatloend be.
Daniel Hoffman in his essdyrom Black Magic and White in Huckleberry Fisays that Jim

is free to take the place that Pap was never wadlnold as Huck’s spiritual father. Jim can
act as Huck’s father and Huck’s first act is totpod him, a son might dd.In this sense,
although society told Huck from birth that it isié; right and natural for black to be slaves,
Jim, his friendship with Jim, and his growing mosahse tells him that it is true, right and
natural for Jim to be just as he is free. It is’difepenness’ and ‘unashamed dignity’ that
facilitates Huck’s own struggle with morafs.
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Religious Hypocrisy

As it was exposed and denunciated by Charles DglenOliver Twist, religious
hypocrisy and its depiction ifhe Adventures of Huckleberry Finsso implicates Twain’s
greatest accusation of American society. The auiBed the novel as an instrument to show
to contemporary Americans how, few decades afteratbolition of slavery, America is still

filled with religious hypocrisy. This is best illwated by Fredrik Kallin who argues:

This was a society which for Twain was shroudedhineil of self-deception and
where its practitioners preached hypocritical abduad religious values (...) These
people are all well-intentioned Christians, butirthreligion has deceived them into
thinkiré% that slavery is perfectly acceptable, éimak slaves are something less than
peopl

Kallin continues explaining how the world depictedThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
closely resembles the period of the novel, a pesothe forty years before its date of
publication?® The hypocrisy of the American Christian societyiemplified through many
characters in the novel. For instance, Widow Dagsgknd her sister Miss Watson are the first
characters who displayed as Christian hypocritesthé first chapter, the two sisters are
described as strict educated women who try toizesziHuck. In fact, while Widow Douglas
teaches the latter religious values and Biblic@nntions, Miss Watson tells him how to

make prayers. Huck says that:

Sometimes the widow would take me one side andatatiut Providence in a way to
make a body’s mouth water; but maybe next day Misdson would take hold and
knock it all down again.l judged | could see tHa¢re was two Providences, and a
poor chap would stand considerable show with thdowlis Providence, but if Miss
Watson’s got him there warn’t no help for him angrrm21

In the last sentence, Huck notices that the twersihiave two different perceptions of heaven

which shows the uncertainty of the religion theg practicing. Additionally, Widow Douglas
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and Miss Watson are portrayed as hypocritical girtkeaching. To illustrate more, while
Widow Douglas forbids Huck to smoke for it is a mgaactice, she does not find any worry
in taking snuff, which is nastier but consideredmal and right to do it since she, Widow
Douglas, does it. Another example is Miss Watsoltogjic, when telling Huck that if he
prays for something, he will get it, whereas sheeneeceives her wishes every time she

prays. Huck experiences this theory but he findséless:

Then Miss Watson she took me in the closet andegkalyut nothing come of it. She
told me to pray every day, and whatever | asked Would get it. But it warn’t so. |
tried it. Once | got a fish-line, but no hookswiirn't any good to me without hooks. |
tried for the hooks three or four times, but someha@ouldn’'t make it work. By and
by, one day, | asked Miss Watson to try for me, $he said | was a fool. She never
told me why, and | couldn’t make it out no vvchy

Furthermore, Miss Watson, who is described as ad gBbristian practicing the
biblical institutions, sees no wrong in possessilayes. Even when she hears about the slave

trade show, she decides to sell Jim so she couke might hundred dollars as Jim claims:

“Well, you see, it ‘uz dis way. Ole missus—dat’sggliWatson—shepecks on me all
de time, en treats me pooty rough, but she awlitz fee wouldn’ sell me down to

Orleans. But | noticed dey wuz a nigger trader raeplace considable lately, en |
begin to git oneasy. Well, one night | creeps toddé pooty late, en de do’ warn't

quite shet, en | hear old missus tell de widderghgne to sell me down to Orleans,
but she didn’ want to, but she could git eight Hdrabllars for me™

From the above quotation, it becomes clear thaetlsea kind of ambivalence between Miss
Watson'’s position as a religious woman, and hee sihslave-owner, which could be seen as
a carelessness of Biblical injunctions. Miss Was@aations show no mercy for Jim’s family

separating, even though they would probably neseremch other again.

During Huck and Jim’s journey down the Mississighgy get hit with a boat and lose
each other again. Huck goes ashore and, after iagoglard dogs, stays with a wealthy

family, the Grangerfords. Later, he discovers thatlatter is engaged in a bloody feud with
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another family, the Shepherdsons. These two fasrmsigEm to be religious since they believed
in religious patterns and go to church to attermthsas promoting brotherly love, but their
hypocrisy was soon revealed by their constant sighbhd their barbarian acts. Twain
witnessed this kind of cruelty and excessive trdgliings in his childhood. Justin Kaplan

explains more these barbarities Twain may have iseleis boyhood:

He witnessed other killings: a slave struck dowthvai lump of slag for some trivial
offence...;a young California emigrant who was stabkéth a bowie knife by a
drunken comrade- | saw the red life gush from hreabt; a stranger from
lllinois...who threatened a widow and was killed kr vith a musket.?*

Twain was so haunted by these savageries and sggréss reluctance and disgust towards
this cruel society where humanity does not exisHe Adventures of Huckleberry Firthe
author satirizes the ugly nature of the ‘civilizashites through the Grangerfords and the
Shepherdsons exterminating each other. Huck replogis double-tongued conduct in the

church, he says:

Next Sunday we all went to church, about three nelerybody ahorseback. The men
took their guns along, so did Buck, and kept thetwben their knees or stood them
handy against the wall. The Shepherdsons done dhe.slt was pretty ornery
preaching—all about brotherly love, and such-likesomeness; but everybody said it
was a good sermon, and they all talked it overgybiome.. .25

Huck affirms that it would make him ‘sick’ again lile was to do that, he even wishes he
never came to see these immoral behaviors. Yetamnesay that these two families represent
the North and the South enduring conflict which reajtoes the American Civil War. Twain
wanted to show how ridiculous and wrong the Amerisaciety was in engaging in such a
tragic war, and how it still remains hypocriticaldacorrupt even after the end of the Civil

War.
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From everything that has been previously saichis thapter, it emerges that Twain,
similarly to Dickens, satirizes the materialistotigy that dominated the American society
after the end of the Civil War. In fact, althougie hovel was set in the Antebellum period, it
functions as an allegory in portraying the IndadtAmerican Post-Civil War society full of

racial and religious hypocrisy, and governed bgiay-eat-dog’ capitalism.

55



Endnotes

! Aram Veeser, The New Historicism Reader, (New Y®&#&nguin books, 1994), 10.

2 Brandon, BurnettHuckleberry finn as a Picaresque American satjfessociation of Young

Journalists And Writers,2006)
3 Galy Scharnhost, Mark Twain relevance Today, (©rsity of Alabama press, 2009)

* Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry FinPenguin Popular Classics, New

York,1994), 147.
> |bid, 148.

® |bid, 180.

” Ibid, 214.

® |bid, 165.

® |bid, 22.

19 Olivier Nyirubugaram, Mark Twain's Satirical Appaoh to Mid 18' Century American

Society, (University of Bangui, 2001)

1 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin(Penguin Popular Classics, New

York,1994), 147.
12 Edwin Gordon)es Aventures de Mark TwajRaris: Nouveaux Horizons, 1970), 52.

13 Andrew Leckey,Twain's Timeless Advice on Money and Wealth foray'sdinvestor

(Prentice Hall Press, 2001), 133.

56



4 Fredrik Kallin, Racial and Religious Hypocrisy Tihe Adeventures of Huchleberry Finn,

(Kristianstad University,2007)

15 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry FinfPenguin Popular Classics, New

York,1994), 29.
'®bid, 52.
" Daniel Hoffman, From Black magic and White in Hiedlerry Finn, (New York: Norton)

8 The Adventures Of Huckleberry Finn By Mark Twairesearchomatic .accessed 22-

November2017 http://www.researchomatic.com/The-Adventures-Of-KHelberry-Finn-By-

Mark-Twain-63518.html

19 Fredrik Kallin, Racial and Religious Hypocrisy Tihe Adeventures of Huchleberry Finn,

(Kristianstad University,2007)
29 |bid.

21 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry FinfPenguin Popular Classics, New

York,1994), 12.
22 |bid, 11.
23 |bid, 45.

24 Everett M. EmersonAuthentic Mark Twain: Literary Biography of SamueClemen,

(University of Pennsylvania Press,1984), 69.

% Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry FinfPenguin Popular Classics, New

York,1994), 112.

57



General Conclusion:

Oliver Twist and The Adventures of Huckleberry Firare two outstanding social
novels that convey a vehement criticism of the Mfietn corrupt system and the American
hypocritical society respectively. Both of them Bawortrayed a world of cruelty, deprivation,
mechanistic materialism and extreme individualishol is ruled by capitalist regimes. The
latter are sharply attacked by both authors whaehaformed against its fateful and serious

reflections.

The comparative study that we have carried outshadied the aforementioned issue
in Dicken’sOliver Twistand Twain’sThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finbhas allowed us
to identify the common points between the two nsw&ncerning the ruling powers’ various
abuses and the different flaws that afflict theseaying societies. It has also shown that both
authors have similarly revealed the seamy sideheif tsocieties. In fact, Dickens, through
Oliver Twist pictures the real life of an orphan, and the Icigatments he undergone from
the Victorian society prevailed by corruption argligious hypocrisy. Similarly, inThe
Adventures of Huckleberry Finfiyain has expressed his scathing criticisms omptse Civil
War American white society dominated by corruptioacial discrimination, hypocritical
ideologies and the spirit of materialism. Additibpathe two author's awareness of their
world’s social evils came from their personal exgece. Indeed, both writers had begun their
career as journalists, reporting the major socgmipnomic and political issues, before
engaging in a literary career in which they critexl the same corrupt and hypocritical world

despite geographical distances.

Throughout our dissertation, and departing frodMeav Historicist study, we came to
the conclusion that the world depicted by Dickamn®liver Twistclosely resembles the one

that Twain portrayed imfhe Adventures of Huckleberry FinWe have shown that, though the

58



two writers come from different environments, tlsyare common features, since they wrote

social novels mainly shaped by their socio-polltmantext.

All in all, Dickens’ open criticism is characteeid by direct attacks on the British
institutions and the corrupt system’ strategiesexploiting the laboring class, especially
children. He succeeded in an indirect way to makeMictorian deprived society aware of the
evils of the capitalist regimes. Thus, we can $ay Dickens contributed to a series of legal
reforms which improved at least the enduring somdidditions from which the lower class
enormously suffered. In a similar way, Twain, Tine Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
compared the American society from two distinctiqes, the antebellum and the industrial
one. In fact, although the novel was set in theQikaél War 1830's, which was mainly
characterized by slavery and racism, the Americatemhas shown that the world depicted in
his novel resembles that of the date of its pubbcal884, since the spirit of slavery and the
racial beliefs are still common at that time. Hoeewnlike Dickens, Twain’s evaluation of
the American society is seen as objective rathaar Hubjective since the novel itself is set in a
constant state of controversy. To make it clearijeMbome critics consider the book as a
social novel which deals with the combustible issabthe American society during the post
Civil War era, some scholars, believe that thekdeaarrying racial stereotypes especially in
using the word ‘Nigger’ which is totally offensiv&hus, we can say that Twain’s success in
disclosing the major issues of his society is laditf we compare it to that of Dickens, since
the novel itself is not considered as an opencgiti. This opens a window to enlarge the
research and to deal with Dickens and Twain’s olikenary works so as to find out to what

extent the two preeminent authors succeed in soeial criticism.
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