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Abstract

This piece of research aims to study Race and islaketween Nationalism and
Regionalism in the American society during th&cEhtury in relation to Herman Melville’s
White Jacket (1850) and Mark Twain‘s Life on thesdsippi (1883). In fact, the two authors
have linked the concept of Slavery to that of Rdifierently. While Melville provides a
national vision about slavery in the United Statésjain focuses on slavery just on one
Mississippi region and depicts the socio-econorntatus of that specific place in America.
Our work and findings are based on the theory o&¢Bm” which is developed by Albert
Memmi who views Racism as the awareness of thedlish between social groups on the
basis of culture, religion, social status, and epéysical appearance. For Memmi, Racism is
manifested via physical and moral aggression egertby the superior race over the inferior
one. These aspects that Memmi discussed in hig/tabout race and slavery are apparent in
the two novels. To achieve our work, we have sup@arur work by a historical background
about Slavery and Black Race in thé"t8ntury America. In our analysis, we have discussed
how Race and Slavery are manifested in the nowalhofe Jacket by referring to the different
races abroad the ship of war and the way they ezatéd. In the end, we have shown how
Twain has linked racism to the black race and trenner the blacks are exploited on the
steamboat and in the plantation fieloflsthe American south west






| ntroduction

The main purpose of this present research papéneisstudy of Slavery and Race
between Nationalism and Regionalismthe pre-Civil war period in the United States as
portrayed in the noveldVhite Jacke{1850)by Herman Melville andLife on the Mississippi
(1883) by Mark Twain. The two authors have showthiir novels how in this period of the
nineteenth century, each aspect of the Americam irfcluding race and slavery can take

national or regional dimension.

The first half of the nineteenth century (1800)msrked by the raise of national
literature in the United States. Such writers agntéa Melville, Edgar Allan Poe, Ralf Waldo
Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau published novets poetry in which they tried to
explore the national culture of AmeritaMelville in his White Jacket celebrates the
American nation by putting emphasis on the pronmotod its culture, history, interests,
economy, religion, and politics, trying thus to ntiey the American nation as one single
block that is specific comparing to the rest of @ald. Yet, in the second half of the same
century another vague of writers arose to claint thea American nation can never be a
unified block because of its cultural and econodiiersity. Twain’sLife on the Mississippi
is a concrete example of this genre of writingpaksferred to as regional literature, where he
celebrates the economic system, cultural and celggiife of one geographical area in the
United States namely the South West. As sugfe on the Mississippand White Jacket
reflect in a way or another the issues of slaveiy imce and the existing attitudes about these
two concepts as important proportions of the Angeribistory and paétThey present them

as aspects of the American life during the prel@war period.

The beginning of slavery in the United Statesas specific to that period; it goes

back to the seventeenth century (1600) when Amevias a British colony. The social and



economic circumstances in Europe led to the appearaf what is known as indentured
servants in America. However, the practice of ghawdffered from one region to another
according to its necessity for eonofBy the end of the seventeenth century, the United
States’ authorities introduced laws making of thacks a property sold on the auction
blocks', and as such, slavery became an indispensiblesaleior the American economy. In
the nineteenth century, the South of the UnitedeStavas mainly agricultural. As such, its
society (social organization) is different polifigaand economically from the North .The
South, then, regards slavery as essential to itmawoy; whereas the North, more
industrialized, considered slavery as an inhumaotogation. As a result, the American Civil
war began in 1861 and ended in 1865 after thaaatibn of the emancipation proclamation

introduced by the American presidetiraham Lincolr?

We may say that slavery is the process of exploitaind manipulation practised by the
whites over the blacks on the basis of the ideolafghe superiority of the white race. In fact,
Slavery as an institution is always linked to tle&ck race. Yet, the vastness of the American
soil and its inclusion of many races extend itcica to other races; especially, in the states
where the Black race is not centered. Indeed, seowal groups; such as the native
Americans and others belonging to the white radbomit means of production are submitted

to symbolic slavery via their exploitation by thepserior race; the Anglo-Saxons.

Race and Slavery are always closely related to etwr. Peter kolchin defines racism
as a function of slavefFor this reason, we tend to analyze the afore mead novels to
reveal the way slavery is exercised over the ioferace and other races such as the native
Americans, the blacks and even the poor Whitesvilets White Jackets symbolic in the
sense that it incarnates slavery and racial treatmwiethe inferior races satirically. While in
Twain’s Life on the Mississippslavery is explored directly through the racegiegation and

manipulation of the blacks.



Review of theliterature

The content of the two novels and the significaleiments they carry about slavery
and black race were the points of interest for manyers .Following different approaches,
those critics have attempted to locate their memnifrom different perspectives .The
historical approach is one of the perspectives undach the two novels are tackled in

relation to slavery and race.

Starting with Melville’sbook White JacketPriscilla Allen Zirkeris one of those who
have examined the novel in relation to slavery eao@ in the United States in the period of
the 1840s. In his articléEvidence of Slavery Dilemma in White Jacke®llen Zirker states
that Melville inWhite Jackehas made hiMan of Warin an aspect of “national aggression”
and” internal oppression of class confli€tAccording to him, the ideology of the years of
the 1840s have denied what is called Egalitariamstne United States .Thus, he argues that
Melville has been influenced by the contradiction the democratic party toward
Egalitarianismas a belief in equality However, Melville is not following a party’s liné&or
Allen Zirker, the novel is a social document. Hgssa'by placing Melville’'s conflicting
arguments in the historical context of 1849, we damminate the workings of slavery
question on his man of war narrativée may say that the historical conditions of thd9.8
have an impact on Melville who has tackled the tjaesof slavery through the issue of

flogging .In fact, the novel can be considered psopaganda against harsh naval discipithe.

Bradley A Johnsons another critic who has studied/hite Jacketby relating
Melville’s focus on the flogging behavior to slavery. In hierkv“Mind in the Main Top,
Body in the Bilge: Space and the Human Form in Melg White Jacket”, he has dealt with
the characters description; specifically the lowéficers. He asserts that the trace of the

collective body that receives flogging represerte Navy’'s and the Nation’s “stigma”.



Furthermore, he relates the communal body suggdsyeiMelville to slavery. In short,

Bradley A Johnson resembles the battleship worlttrgged by Melville to a communal body
made of the common sailors headed by the main ctesraVhite Jacket”. That body which
receives flogging represents, in Bradley's thinkinthe Navy's and the Nation’s

unacceptability of the inferior racé.

Like Melville’s White Jacketlife on the Mississippis again a target to margritics
among whom we can mention, Joseph. f. Goek® has analyzed Twain’s humor on
sensitive topics, such as race, as well as boraércg and civil war in the United States. In
doing so, Goeke refers to the characters to apbrtee novel. According to him, Twam
position toward slavery is accomplished by his riigtence with his brother Oriowho is
portrayed as an abolitionist of SlavéfyThe evidence is the campaigns that he holds along
with Abraham Lincoln Joseph. F. Goeke claims that when Twain discus3esn’s
“fundamental principles, he refers most emphatycalhis brother's views on slavery, and in
doing so, he overstates Orion’s abolitionisthWe may say that, Twain focuses much on
Orion’s ideas about slavery through associating With abolitionism, before and after the

Civil War, when living in the borderland on the Miissippi.

Furthermore; the author asserts in the sameaftdrder life on the Mississippi: Civil
War Border politics and Mark Twain’s Humor”, thatv&in’s humor on sensitive topics such
as race, can be considered as an attack accoalimg bveruse of the word “nigger” though
the antiracist messages the novel may cont&yGoeke’s thinking, borderlands are areas for
social and cultural exchange since they containentlban one race, tradition, and lifestyle.
Mark Twain himself was from the border slave-stateMissouri. His experience there

influences and forms his humor to be somehow stibbwhen concerning subjects as rate.



| ssue and Working hypothesis:

From our review of the literature, we notice thatam of the criticism addressed to the
two novels is tackled on an ideological and hisw@ristance. Concerning Melville\/hite
Jacket,the critics seem to have focused mainly on thedem of flogging in the American
Navy as an indirect reference to Slavery. Besitlesy limited their analysis of the novel to
the year of the 184.ife on the Mississipplso appears to be approached by the critics in
terms of Twain’s humor and his position toward 8lgv To our knowledge, no one of the
critics have approached the novels according to bgorical context to show the difference

in the portrayal of race in relation to slaverythie period of the mid- nineteenth century.

Our intention then, is to study the historical & of the two books in relation to
Melville’s nationalist and Twain’s regionalist ppectives as well as the way Slavery and
Race are portrayed in both novels. Our aim is mwshow Melville and Twain have related
the concept of slavery to that of race; how, inrttreatment of the subject of slavery in their
works, have focused on the racial division of theekican people into Whites (Anglo-
Saxons) and blacks (Afro-Americans) and other raté®tween that cannot enslave, but can
be enslaved (Indians, Latino). Yet, at the pratieeel, the two authors have given different
perspectives about the exercise and the functiooinglavery in that vast land. While
Melville gives a National and broad vision abowtvelry in the United States, Twain insists
that slavery, like all other aspects of Americde,|lcan never function in the same way in all
American parts. Indeed, Twairisfe on the Mississipfs well as his other novels has shown
us how slavery has its specificity in his regioroih-West). In short, the socio-economic

circumstances conditioned slavery in this part ofekica.



M ethodological Outline

To reach the aimed purpose, we shall go througlfolteving outline: in the section of
method and materials we shall present Memmi’s thebracism to support our work with a
theoretical basis. We will also provide summariethe two noveldNhite JackeaindLife on
the Mississippiand the biographies of Herman Melville and Markaliw In the Results
section, we shall present the results reached byneestigation of the subject of race and
slavery in Melville’s White Jacketand Twain’slife On the MississippiFinally, in the
discussion section, we shall handle two partst, fitse discussion of race and slavery in
Melville’s White Jacket second, the study of race and slavery in Twaldfe on the

Mississippi.
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Methods and M aterials

. Methods

Since our work is based on the two concepts of aackeslavery, we find it necessary to
give a clear definition to the two concepts to pdevour work with a theoretical basis. Thus,
we will explain racism and slavery relying on Alb&emmi’s theory of racism in his book

Racism(2000), which we find appropriate to the contexbar research.

Racism is a concept that denotes social conflictsan be seen as a “manifestation of
class oppressioh”While the superior class is represented by thigeviieople, the Black race,
are put in a marginal social, political, and culunferior position. However, race in itself is
complex and may have a variety of meanings becausea social reality. To extend our

explanation of race, we will rely on Memmi’s degtion of racism.

Memmi has not only the intention to analyze racism, lmutrdervention in the politics
of anti-racisn. He does not focus only on the sense of racismratteer gives tools with
which to combat 1t In his view, the roots of racism are in the iatgion in which “one finds
oneself in a contact with an individual or groupttlis different and poorly understodd”

Difference then, is the core of Memme&snception of racism. In this sense, he says:

race is a generalizing definition and valuatiomiological differences,
whether Real or imaginary, to the advantagdefane defining and
deploying them, and to the detriment of the sulgected to that act of
definition, to the end of justifying (social physical hostility and
assaultj3

For Memmj racism is a social relation, a structure that cxiesof elements .These
elements may be summarized in: the existing diffeeebetween social groups, either in terms
of culture, religion, history or appearance. Thissonilarity can be real or imaginary .For

instance, the Blacks and Whites are unlike in ¢di@ditions, beliefs, language and so on.



Thus, the Whites see themselves as being diffeneththen practise a kind of domination on
the Blacks. Moreover, Memnglucidates thathose who are supposed to be distinctive are
underestimated, whereas, those who impose thigrifig@re valuated positively. Finally, the
negative valuation of the distinguished group aoméi and validates their legitimization and
justification for aggressinwhich has different forms. Indeed, slavery is ofi¢hese forms

among others.

Memmi also shows that racism has no real content; thexefiocan change at the will
of the oppressat.For him it is not the nature of difference thatttmis, but the negative
difference that is perceived to exist. In additiba,argues that racism is not a personal matter.
It is rather a social matter since to make a gdizateon requires the consideration of the
group to which someone belorfgRacism is, then, a social system that relies eratiility to
define the “other”. The act of definition entailset exercise of power by one group over
another’ This exemplifies the use of power by the whites \ah® supposed to be the superior
race over the blacks and other races that reprabeninferior race. This is an act of
enslavement and exploitation of the black raceathdr races. The reason is the fact that they
seem to be different in physical appearance anihlsstatus. Therefore, they are disregarded

and estranged by the white superiors.

Memmi also draws his arguments about the differdrm® Darwin’s ideas on purity
and human selectiofl.For him, purity is not the basis for making thestitiction between
social groups. He states that purity is not the das humanity, because most races, whether
superior or inferior, are intermixed for the ned#ss of survival. Memmi concludes that
“pure races do not exist; only humans différ’Again, in Memmi's thinking, it is not the
biological difference that separates or forms dagiaups'? In one society, area or continent,
we may find people with dissimilar biological chetexistics from one another. He brings the

case of Africa to enforce his argument. He stabes in Africa there are white and black
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people as well. He also claims that the differemintries of the world are melting pdts.
Every nation constitutes a variety of races. Thaegording to him, racism resides in the
human blood. This breaks the way for classificabbesause there are no two individuals that

are firmly identical**

II. Materials
Since the works we are going to analyze are augo@phical in their nature, it is
important to have a look to the biographies oftthe authors. We will start first by Herman
Melville, then, Mark Twain. Then, we will provideibf summaries of the two novels.

> Herman Médville:

Herman Melville is an American poet and prose writde was born on August'l
1819 in New York City. He received education in New York Male schoot®When he was
twelve (12) years old, his father, Allan Melvilldied. Thus, Herman Melville and his family
experienced hard conditions. From 1830 to 183A4ttended the Albany Academy where he
studied the classics. Meanwhile, he began his oxpereences on sea which were to be
reflected through his literary career. He workedd&boy” (green hand) on a New York Ship
Bound for Liverpool. In 1841, he sailed from Faavien, Massachusetts on the Whaler
Acushnet, which was its way to the Pacific Ocearis lfrom these days that he drew the
pictures of his noveMoby-Dick, published in 1851Melville was known as a writer and an
adventurer. Thus, most of his works are producedobiis journeys? For instanceWhite
Jacketcame out of his experiences in the homebound vwyaam the South Seas on the
frigate United States in 1844.The novel can be seen reflection of the racial attitudes
against the oppressed especially the blacks inUthieed States in that period. Thus, the
treatment of the minor militants and their explbda by the officers reflect slavery in
America, where many races are considered as valymbperties. His first novalypeealso,

published in 1846, was inspired by the momentsived|on the island of Typee and the
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events he experienced with its people. Melvillelsen works areOmoo(1847),Mardi and a
Voyage Thithe(1849),Redburn(1849),Clarel (1876) which is a poem and pilgrimage in the

Holy land, and lastly th€onfidence Mampublished in 1878’
> Mark Twain:

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better known by his penenof Mark Twain, was born
on November 38, 1835 in Florida, Missouri. He grew up in the Msssppi river frontier
town of Hannibal. In 1847, Twain was to become gohan after his father's death. As a
result, he left school to work as a printer’'s appicee for his older brother Orion. Starting
from1853, Twain was to travel a lot in the East &fid-west as a journey man printer and
contributor to the Newspaper in St Luis, Philad&pfhen, in 1857, Clemens was to be
attracted by a new experience. So, he began tgaittinbecome a steamboat pilot. Eight
months later, he got his pilot’s license. This Isgiloved interesting for the author to be a
source of inspiration for his literary career. Tlneocent Abroadwvas the first of Clemens’
major books that appeared in 1869. After that, higlishedRoughing Itin 1872. Two years
later, he produce®ld times on the Mississippiwain has a special connection with the
Mississippi River. So, in 1883 he published his eldvife on the Mississippin which he
depicts the reality of the slaves in the Southdemtation through his realistiriting. In
1886, he produced another novel entitlédickleberryFinn which may be considered as a
revolutionary novel against slavery in the UniteatS&s. Finally,A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’'s Courtand Pudd n’ HeadWilsonwere his last novels, published in 1889 and

1994. He died in 1910 in ReddinY.
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Summaries of the two novels:

> White Jacket by Herman Méelville:

White Jackeis an autobiographical work drawn on Melville’s exignces when he
served in the United States Navy from August 1&18¢tober 1844. It is a vivid account of
life aboard a ship of wakVhite jacketis narrated by White Jacket, a nickname to thenmai
character. It is published in London in 1850. Hertsthis narration with a short description of
the jacket, the ship’s membership, his friends, tweddifficulty of life aboard the ship life. In
short, the story reveals the brutal practice ofidiog and punishment for minor miss-deeds
which are the exemplification of slavery. He con#gs his depiction of the events during the
voyage from the South Seas by emphasizing the Ir&@atment between the workers,
specifically, the superior over the inferior to shohe cruelty of the officers toward the
ordinary sailors on the ship. He denotes a sensdisofimination between the characters
(ship’s members) so that the boat represents alsgraup formed into different classes.

> Life on the Mississippi by Mark Twain:

Mark Twain’sLife on the Mississipil883) is an autobiographical account of Twain’s
early days as a steamboat pilot on the Mississippr before and after the civil war. The
book begins with a brief history of the river ansl @xplorers focusing on how it grows, then
continued detailing with Twain’s training as a stdmat pilot. Therefore, he focuses on his
personal history with the river, growing up in Missi and dreaming to be a steamboat pilot.
Indeed, the steamboat remains for Twain a greateplahere he is training under an
experienced pilot named Bixby. In the second hathe book, Twain shows his return to the
river in 1882 in order to travel on a steamboatrfr8t. Louis to New Orleans. During his
voyage, he makes an observation of the river aftenty years of absence. In short,
throughout the novel, Twain depicts the plantatiohtobacco and cotton which are the main

properties of the Mississippi region.
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Historical Background about Slavery and the Black Race in the

United States

Race is a mode of classification of human beingEhvtistinguishes between them on
the basis on physical properties .Its existenalénUnited States goes back to the discovery
of America by the English and the Spanish who ersatch cultural, economic and physical
disorder as to produce the first racial formationtheir history. Those people attempted to
live and grow along each other through the manageroé the economic and political
interaction between thefet, this created conflict and racism between themaddition to
this, the United States developed into a meltinggwa result of the European immigrants
who came there and lost their identity. This migtuormed different races who see
themselves different from othetd herefore, the blacks became the very appareatamong

all the races because of their black skin.

As far as Slavery is concerned, it exists in theefican continent from the period of the
beginning of slave trade in the United States.okgyback to the 1600’s, when the twenty
blacks arrived at Jamestown in 1619 as indentueedhnts. At the beginning, they had the
same status as the whites, and they were obligedrt@ for a period of time to pay for their
ship’s passage to the New worldBut, later on, the whites regained their freedehile the
blacks remained slaves for life. Indeed, the whitesl to keep the system of slavery which
was the basis of their economy. Since the blacke weed in plantations to raise tobacco and
cotton in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Tex&ading in slaves became more
profitable than exhorting crops. Then, an elaboratvas established between North America,

West Indies, and West Africa, was called the tridagtrade’

In the nineteenth century, America has known asthwi as far as its economic system is

concerned. The Northern economy was based on iydwkile the Southern one was based
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on agriculture. As industry was the main economy tfee northerners, large cities were
established for living and working .As for the Swmufgriculture was so profitable and
important to them since it is essential to theioremmic development. In addition to this,
slaves in the North were not needed in contrasheoSoutherners who see them important,
because their economy relied on the slave laboichwimaintained the plantations and
harvested the crops There are few numbers of slaves in the Northetanies, for that, the
abolition of slavery in these states was easier tha South since many free white men were
needed in labor. These white workers did not wkaves as competitors for their jobs. But, in
the Southern colonies, the circumstances were rdiffe The number of the African
Americans was larger and the role of slaves in ébenomy of these states was very
important, because these states were more depeoadeihie agriculture than the Northern
ones. Furthermore, many white southerners did aebié\e in the fact that white men could
labor to produce cotton, rice and tobacco. All leége factors urged the southern states to
retain slavery after the revolution of 1812. In @8the southerners used the fugitive slave law
which said: if slaves ran away to the North of Gimahey would have to be returned to their

owners, and slaves who broke this law should bésped®.

The Fugitive Slave Law was refused by the Norteesnwho made places for the
fugitives who completed escaping routes and mouadway slaves by night from one secret
hiding place to another via a loose network of dadeses. This practice is known as the
underground railroads The latter helped more than 100.00 to reach freedtoninstance,
when Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery in 184Bmtame one of the most effective and
celebrated leaders of the Underground RailroadSth&herners did not want this to happen.
When thr Northern whites helped the black slavessitape slavery, their aim was to submit
them to another form of slavery in their industriattories, because they were in need of

cheap labor to develop their industry. As a rethdt black Southerners were submitted to a

15



new symbolic slavery along with white mates anceptheople belonging to different races.

This division between the free states and slavestad to the Civil waf

Slaves in the South constituted one third of thetls&rn population. Most of them lived
on large farms and small plantations. Slave ownersted to make their slaves dependent on
them . In fact, they were prohibited from learnimgqd their behavior and movement were
restricted’. Moreover, slave marriage had no legal basis,séce owners encouraged slaves
to marry and raise large familié$ Slaves also suffered from extreme physical vicéerFor
instance, they were killed and punished by breakimayr legs. They worked seven days a
week and the owners did not pay thEmBefore the civil war, slaves became a property to
their owners. This treatment continued until ther Wwagan. In fact, slavery was the main
reason behind the Civil War, because, the Northndidneed slaves, while the South needed
them to work in their fields. The war gave an oppoity to the blacks to escape the harsh
lives they lived before. So, the slaves were usethé war as a tool against the union by
building fortresses and working in factories. Bafter the war and along with the abolition of

slavery, they began to gain their identity as freeple *?

At the beginning of the Civil War, Abraham Lincodtressed his policy of preserving
the union. In august 1862, he declared; ‘my pararhobjective in this struggle is to save the
union, and is not either to save or destroy sldvery.However, when the war had taken
pressure on abolition, he changed his policy fraes@rving the federal government into a
policy which includes the emancipation of slavesfdct, on September 22, 1862 Abraham
Lincoln had already drafted what he called the Esipation Proclamation in which he
declared that all the slaves in the states whiate w#ll rebellious on January 1, 1863; “Shall
be them, them forward, and forever fre€.And ,on the new year day of 1863,Lincoln signed
the final emancipation proclamation , declaringtithall persons held as slaves in the rebel

areas and hence forward shall be fr& 50, by this Emancipation Proclamation, president
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Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery in all the statedsere it existed, and changed the
attitudes of Americans, who saw them as properiiee Civil War gave a final answer to two

questions that had divided the U.S ever since ¢aivee an independent nation. It decided
finally that the Union State was one nation whoagspcould never be separated. And it put

an end to slavery trough the™l8mendment which ended slavéfy.
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Results

In this section of our research paper, we willorejup our findings reached after the
analytic study of the two noveWhite JackeandLife on the MississippWe have studied the
aspects of race and slavery in the two works iati@t to the historical context of the
nineteenth century United States.

Our research paper is about Race and Slavery betWatonalism and Regionalism in
Melville’s White Jacketand Twain’sLife on the Mississippiln the introduction section, we
have raised an issue with the view of showing tlag Wational and Regional literature has
brought insights to the American history and p&ge have also provided our dissertation
with a short background to the issue of slaveryr@atsm in the United States. The theory on
which we have based our study is Albert MemrRacism For Albert Memmi, racism is the
awareness of the distinction between social graupshe basis of culture, religion, social
status and even physical appearance. This differenthe core of Memmi’s book. In fact,
that dissimilarity creates racial prejudices betvéee individuals with different positions in
the society and builds social classes. It leadfi@oexercise of power by one group over the
other in different forms among which we can findste#very. This interpretation suits the two
aspects of the novels developed in the sectionpilvasued.

The first part of the discussion section is devdtethe study of how race and slavery
are manifested in the novéWhite Jacketby Herman Melville. We have explored the
characters and the classes to which they are aaedpand how the inferior characters (the
sailors) are treated by the superiors aboard theri&en battleship, also referred to as the
Neversink. In the second part, we have illustrabedway race and slavery is reflectaté on

the Mississippby Mark Twain with an emphasis on the black rad¢esrefore, we have shown
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the way the black Americans are exploited and atesh by the white superiors on the
steamboat.

After having discussed the two aspects mentiondle issue, we come to deduce that
Melville in White Jackethas dealt with the issue of race and slavery femational
perspective. According to him, racism and slavegyreot only exercised over the black race,
instead, the different races that exist in the &thiBtates may be submitted to manipulation
and estrangement, since the individual is defirembing to his social status. He has used
flogging which is a punishment inflected upon thé®ss so as to represent the injustice and
tyranny of the people with high ranks on the battip over the people of the lower ranks.
Slavery then is referred to in an indirect way. Uife on the MississippiTwain has
demonstrated that slavery and race are differemt fone region to another. He has specified
the Mississippi region in which slavery and race mvealed in a direct way. For him, racism
and slavery are exercised by the whites over thekbl The fact that the blacks seem to be
different, they are supposed to be inferior. Thioug the novel we have seen that the blacks

are excluded and exploited by the superior whitesmed the steamboat.
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Discussion:

This section is conducted to discuss two main p#resfirst part is devoted to the study
of Race and Slavery under Nationalism in HermanvilMels White Jacket. The second one
focuses on Race and Slavery under Regionalism irk Mavain’s Life on the Mississippi.
Thus, we will analyze the two novels by showing tey slavery and race are manifested in
relation to the period of the ¥@entury according to the two perspectives and tecide of
each of the writers. On the one hand..ife on the Mississippi, Twain has emphasized slavery
as being a system of labor under the system otatians and the agricultural economy in the
Southern part of United States. It is exercised tve black race in a direct way. On the other
hand, inWhite Jacket, Melville has dealt with the issue of slavery aade at a wider level,
giving the two concepts a national dimension byeding them to all the races in a symbolic

way.

Chapter one:Race and slavery under Nationalism in Herman Meltie’s White Jacket.

» Race under Nationalism in Melville’sWhite Jacket

White Jacket is an autobiographical work told by the narratohi¥ Jacket from the
beginning to the end. In it, the author recounts Itie through the main character White
Jacket who serves as a seaman in the battleskipe@fto as the Neversink. He describes the
American navy and how the members of the battletiggr’'. In short the novel can be
considered as a version of the racial treatmentth@druelty that the upper class people in
the United States exercise over the lower class.

Through the technique of symbolism which is ovecusn Melville’s work$, the
writer has shown the different components of thaetg aboard the battleship. In Melville’s
view, the ship is made of many distinct races tat be categorized into Anglo-Saxons,

Afro-Americans, and Native Americans. Those races again divided into classes
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represented by the captains and the saildrsfact, they form a kind of hierarchy in a
community that gathers people with different cudgjrbeliefs, and positions. Indeed, each
specific race is defined according to its sociatkraaboard the ship. According to the
American writer Sharon Talleyelville portrays throughhite Jacket a fully organized and
structured society. Although the ship is on seaJMe tries to give a special sight at the
boat and its crew so as to characterize the Amerizmiety. Thus, we may say that the
Neversink represents the United States as a Ration
At the beginning, Melville alludes that the shagsembles a civilized natidrut he
continues to say that all what makes it civilizedhot functioning. This is an indirect way of
criticism. He wants to say that the civilized nasare not really civilized as they seem. This
is apparent in his description of the Neversinkr Fstance, in chapter three entitled: “A
Glance at the Principal Divisions into which a MaihWar’'s Crew is Divided” the writer
suggests a nation especially when he says
then, there are the waisters...Inveterate “soingarmers’ with the
hay—seed yet in their hair, they are consigoetieé congenial
superintendence of the chicken—coops, pig—pand, potato—lockers.
These are generally placed amidships, on the-dgok of a frigate,

between the fore and main hatches; and compaosxtensive an area,
that it much resembles the market- place of allsmwn. (06

Here, the author compares the scene he depicts tisosailors working in the middle of the
ship to a market place of a town.
There is another example, where Melville resemtilesship to a nation when he says
in chapter eighteen:
In truth, a man-of-war is a city afloat, witmbp avenues set out with
guns instead of trees, and numerous shady lanags, and by—-ways.
The quarter—deck is a grand square, park, @deaground, with a great

Pittsfield elm, in the shape of the main—-masgree end, and fronted at
the other by the palace of the Commaodore's ¢abin
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For him, the battleship is a civilized nation, sintrepresents a social environment made of
well educated and working individuals occupyingiaile jobs. This is evident in the novel
while Melville refers to the word “courts” whichggiifies that there is law.

However, the battleship is not only a symbol &€iailized” nation, but also a place of
savageness and injustice. It seems that in thel,nbl\adville refers to two different social
classes that are made of individuals who belongjgtinct races. One group is the aggressor,
the other is the aggressed. This is due to theumetibning of its institutions. His use of the
word republic is very symbolic tobHe says: “From the dock-yards of a republic, alsol
monarchies are launchéd”Here, Melville wants to say that the battleshipriel is far from
being a republic. It is rather a form of a monarchyis a world where the upper class is
represented by the officers aboard the ship. Thieeo$ who belong to the white race, have
the absolute power over the others. The sailorg, kdiong to different races, stand for the
lower class in which they are exploited and maigied. In Memmi’s thinking, the fact of
the existence of a difference between individuailts in their separation and division into
dissimilar groups. One is the superior, the otbeahe inferior. In fact, this is widely apparent
in the novel according to the writer's descriptfdn.

To shed light on both sides of that society, weehalso to put emphasis on the gap
between the sailors with their inferior status a@hd captains who claim to be the high
authority on the ship? The localization and belonging of the captainsttun ship and their
social and political life suggest that they are tigher authority comparing to the ordinary
sailors. At the very beginning of the novel, Mdwilefers to the captain by saying: “on the
poop, the captain was looking windward; and in giand, inaccessible cabift” This
guotation is significant. It refers to the largdfelience between the officers and common
sailors in terms of their social position. The fdwat Melville says: “his grand, in accessible

cabin” suggests that the officers belong to thén laigss. In other words, those people claim
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to be the superior race. They are the authoritfhenship because of their position which
distances them from the ordinary sea men. In mxidithe fact that the writer mentions “the
palace of the commodoréreflects the way the high class, characterizedheyofficers in
the Neversink, are associated with comfort andpgenty comparing to ordinary people in the
American society. This shows in a way the gap betwée captains and the sailors in terms
of race, duties and social status aboard the ship.

Concerning the political life of the captains, may say that they are made powerful
by law. Indeed, the writer condemns the captain wéarches to “crown himself with the
glory of the shamble$®. The word crown is symbolic in the sense thatNeeersink, as a
symbol of the American nation, is compared to a ancimy’® Therefore, the word “crown” is
used by Melville to express the supremacy of theeuglass. They have the right to order,
penalize and make laws with which they can judtifgir hostility against the lower class.
They have the power of the king over his peoples @hidence in the text is in chapter thirty
five entitled “Flogging not Lawful”, Melville says'By this article the Captain is made a
legislator, as well as a judge and an executiV&esides, the use of power by the officers
against the sailors with no strong and crediblsaga is shown in the novel when the author
says in the same chapter: “the captain of Amergtaap of war, from undoubted motives of
personal pique, kept a sea man confined in theforigpward of a montH®. This ensures the
absolute authority of the captains. The quotateftects also the use of power by the captains
due to their belonging to the superior race.

Another element that situates the captainserutbper position is the fact that they are
not subject to terrorization and sentence as tmary sea meff. For instance in the same
chapter, the writer says: “But we have seen thatldlwvs involving flogging in the Navy do
not render to every man his due, since in some casgdgnlirectly exclude the officers from

any punishment whatever, and in all cases protechtfrom the scourge, which is inflicted
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upon the sailo®. This quotation denotes that the captains andefiare protected by the
law. In other words, through the quotation, Mebkvitefers to the abuse of authority by those
with higher position. They have strength over trenmho are in the lower rank.

In addition to the power that is exercised on thitss by the officers, those sailors are
othered between each other. Since the novel iceouat of the events in the period during
which it is produced, it seems that Melville hinfsed submitted to the same kind of
estrangement and exploitation by the officers cartddhe ship, specifically, his experience as
a sailor on the frigate United States. In the nowdhite Jacket whose voice as a narrator can
be seen as the one of Melville, is among the clers¢hat belong to the lower class on the
ship?*

White jacket is an ordinary sea man, an isoladgn who seeks to depict the states
of the battleship throughout his observation anscdption of other races in the American
frigate, the Neversin® This is indicated at the very beginning of the elo¥or instance, in
chapter nineteen, Melville resembles White Jackea t‘wanderer”. The word “wanderer”
stands for an estranged individual. Thus, Whit&k&acan be regarded as an othered person
distanced from the other sailors and namely froendfiicers aboard the ship. This fact goes
with Memmi’s reference to otherness. The sailor® Vb in the inferior races are poorly
understood, so, they are marginalized by the sopete on the shiff.In fact, the whiteness
of his jacket separates him from the rest of tlevciHe is the only sailor who wears a jacket
with such a color and dimensiofisndeed, he always receives complaints about tHesfeby
the members of the battleship. This is manifestethe novel, when the author says: “But,
bless me, my friend, what sort of a summer jackéhis, in which to weather Cape Horfr?”
He adds:”For, presto! The shirt was a coat! a gealoking coat, to be sure;...”.?® White
Jacket is regarded as different from the othersjolo&s bizarre, so, he may be seen as

barbarian. He does not feel the sense of belonging.
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Furthermore, White Jacket’s shipboard positiorseathim plight. Although he is a top
main sailor, his jacket that symbolizes “a uniforptits him in the same rank as common
sailors and gets the similar punishment and powvathAlthough he is a white person but he is
characterized in the lower claSsThis indicates that racism is broad in White Jacket
includes all the races with lower positions.

Racism is not only exercised by the captains tdwersailors. It exists even between the
sailors themselves. This is shown in the novelhapter sixty-four entitled: “Man of War
Trophies” when “a Native American Sioux warrior” svahowing the back of his blanket

which is drawn in a mass of human hands. He, tbays as follows:

Poor savage! Thought I; and is this the cause afr ylofty gait? Do
You straighten yourself to think that you hawenenitted a Murder,

when the chance-Falling stone has often doneahe? Is it A proud

thing to topple down six feet perpendiculartdflanhood, though that

lofty living tower needed perhaps thirty goodo®mng summer to bring
it to maturity? Poor savage! And you Accourgdtglorious. do you, to
mutilate and destroy what god Himself was mbemnta quarter of a

century building?®

In Melville’s words, White Jacket blames the sawvaarts of the Native Americans and
considers what Sioux has done as barbarian. Hesldokvn to them as uncivilized races.
Thus, it appears that White Jacket himself look&rddéo other races in the battleship. The
evidence is his use of the word savage. Anothemela where the author shows White
Jacket’s racist attitude toward the other racem ishapter twenty eight when the narrator

White Jacket depicts a Polynesian small servanedaniooloo as follows:

In our man—of—-war, this semi—savage, wandering atimigun—deck

in his barbaric robe, seemed a being from saimer sphere. His tastes

were our abominations: ours his. Our creed jeeted: his we. We

thought him aloon: he fancied us fools. Had tiase been reversed; had
we been Polynesians and he an American, ourahafunion of each

other would still have remained the same. A faoving that neither

was wrong, but both right.

Through this quotation, Melville claims that thasea racial judgment on the part of the

sailors; specifically, White Jacket. The servanbleo is perceived as being savage. In effect,
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this suggests that the narrator seems to be r&€iste Jacket considers Wooloo as savage
because he is white. Thus, he feels himself diftere terms of his belonging, color and
physical appearance.

As a conclusion, we can say that Melville has bhaulge wickedness of the upper class
people represented by the captains and inequddigrd the ship. Therefore, the sailors are
classified in the position of the slaves accordiogMelville’s portrait of the flogging

incidents on the ship.
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» Slavery under Nationalism in Melville’s White Jacket:

Slavery can be seen as a system of labor thatsedban involuntary servitude. It is,
in most of the time carried out with the submissiminpeople to physical violence and
exploitation. InWhite JacketMelville has dealt with the issue of slavery thghuflogging
which is a punishment introduced as a law by theeAtan constitution to manage the naval

corporations. Through that law, referred to as ‘tMaterial law"*°

, the people in higher
position on the battleship imprison the sailors @egrive them from their humanity for
humble reasons. In other words, those sailorsraresformed from seamen to slavéaVe

may say that the sailors experience restrictedtiiend sentence aboard the ship as well as in

war.

Limited liberty can be considered as one aspettthie sailors face on the ship.
Firstly, in chapter seventy two the narrator ddmsithe sailors as prisoners whose liberty is
limited on the ship. For instance, White Jacketdalhis portrayed as being a detained person
because of his jacket which resembles a “unifoffilie evidence in the novel is shown when
Melville says in chapter ninety two entitled “Thadt of the Jacket”:

Already has White—Jacket chronicled the mistesinconveniences,
troubles and tribulations of all sorts brougpon him by that unfortunate but
indispensable garment of his. But now it befhaiia to record how this jacket,
for the second and last time, came near pravisghroud?

Here the author denotes the fact that White Jdskadt liberated from the tights of the men
in power on the ship. Therefore, the battleshiprse® be a prison and all the sailors are

imprisoned there.

In addition, the sailors experience limited redigs liberty that is the liberty of
worship®® For example, in chapter thirty eight entitled “@kaplain and Chapel in a Man of
War”, a sailor asks the captain: “May | be allowstt, not to attend service on the half

deck?... you will be allowed, sir! Said the captdiaughtily to obey the laws of the ship. If
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you absent yourself from prayers on Sunday morning, know the penalty® We may say
that the sailors have no liberty even for their @@®mn to God. They are supposed to be
punished at any time. So they are forced to obeyé#ptain’s order and get the permission to

attend the prayers.

Moreover, Shakings who is a sailor at the fore holthe Neversink tells White Jacket a
story which is very significant. He was once impred in New York and when he was
released he wished to return to prison. The re&stime fact that life outside is the same as
that of prisor’> Therefore, the story is symbolic. It suggests thatsailors are no more than
prisoners on the ship. In other words, the stary be applicable to the battleship, especially
when Melville says: “To this, in substance, th@der added, that he narrated this anecdote
because he thought it applicable to a man—-of-whiglwhe scandalously asserted to be a sort

of State Prison afloat® The Neversink resembles the prison according ttviMes words.

The sailors face also hard social conditions abtf@e ship. In fact, they are oppressed
by their superiors. For instance, in chapter tweantg entitled “One Reason why Men of War
—Men are, generally Short Lived” White Jacket pn¢se the situation of the sailors as
follows: “the sailors are on and off duty four heyrthrough every twenty four hours and
“they have but three hours sledp™He says:"I have listed to be imprisoned in a,aeith its

walls papered from floor to ceiling with printedpges, in italics, of the articles of wai®.

Limited liberty aboard the Neversink is mainlyepented via the law of flogging,
which is an indirect form of slavery. This systelogfjing is used to be inflicted upon the
sailors. It is practiced according to the navaldamtroduced by the American government as
the “ Material Laws® . This is apparent in the novel when Melville sayshapter thirty five
entitled “Flogging not Lawful:

All crimes committed by persons belonging te Navy, which are not
specifiedin the foregoing articles, shall be iphad according to the laws and
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customs in such cases at sea. This is theeathiat, above all others, puts the
scourge into the hands of the Captain, callsthimo account for its exercise,
and furnishes him with an ample warrant foriatitbns of cruelty upon the
common sailor, hardly credible to landsri&n.

This quotation illustrates the fact that the capgaian apply flogging according to the articles
of war. As White Jacket spends his time on thddsdtip as an ordinary seaman, his position
allows him to see the evil of the ship from hislased point of view. Therefore, he often
attacks the savageness of the civilized peopleugiralemonstrating the way the sailors are
treated in the navy.

In addition to this, Melville draws the image ofetliour sailors who are flogged to
death. They are named John, Peter, Mamk, Antoné! The scene is shown in chapter thirty three

entitled “Flogging” as follows:

Among the many who were exceedingly divertechwlite scene between the
Down Easter and the Lieutenant, none laughee eartily than John, Peter,
Mark, and An-tone_four sailors of the starboavdich. The same evening
these four found themselves prisoners in thég,'bwith a sentry standing
over them. They were charged with violating dlvkmown law of the ship
having been engaged in one of those tangleargefight sometimes
occurring among sailors. They had nothing tacgrdte but a flogging, at the
captain's pleasuf"é.

Here the writer demonstrates the way the four sadwe chastised and beaten with violence
by their superiors. Here Melville suggests the aggion of the superior race presented by the
captains on the ship. So, he refers to the sodiety is brutally inhumane. According to
Memmi, the use of power by the superior race dverirtferior one is justified by the negative
valuation of the inferior. So, in the novel, thetans who pretend to be the higher race can
practice flogging on the sailofs.

The enslavement of the sailors as slaves is alswrshthrough the aspect of war.
Throughout the novel, White Jacket refers to TawiageyAfrican American, who is forced to
fight along with other sailors in the war betweemetica and Englaffd For instance, in
chapter seventy four entitled “the Main Top at Nigifawney and other sailors depict the

way they are treated by the captain in the warvMelays:
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They conjured him to release them from their gansl, allows them

to remain neutral during the conflict, but whiba ship of any nation

iS running into action, it is no time for argumiesmall time for justice, and
not much time for humanity. Snatching a pistoim the belt of a boarder
standing by, the captain leveled it at the hefatie three sailors, and
command them instantly to their quarters, uriderpenalty of being shot on
the spof‘.s.

Unlike the officers who are associated with autiyprfwaney and other sailors are treated
terribly in the war. In fact, those sailors recehstility and pressure by the captains while
fighting in the war for a national cause. In Menmsrthinking, the one who is subjected to the
act of definition that he refers to in his booksishject to hostility and assault by those who
define and deploy him. So, we can say the factttfesailors with different races are defined

as being inferior; they are exposed to violenceexmloitation by the captains on the sffip.

In addition to the manipulation of the sailorsthg captains, they are enslaved by the
other sailors on the battleship. The evidence @nvshwhen the author refers to Quoin, a
quarter-gunner, who is in charge of the arms abti@ahip’’ In chapter twelve entitled “The
Good or Bad Temper of Men-of-war's men, in a grBagree, attributable to their
Particular”, White Jacket describes the way théosmiare used by the quarter gunners as

instruments of war. He says as follows:

They were continually grumbling and growling abthe batteries; running in
and out among the guns; driving the sailors aft@y them; and cursing and
swearing as if all their consciences had beevdpo-singed, and made
callous, by their calling. Indeed they were asmonpleasant set of men;
especially Priming, the nasal-voiced gunner'semaith the hare-lip*

Here, we may say that Quoin and other quarters-@snare oppressive characters. They
regard the sailors as no more than industrial nm@shiThey expose them to aggression and

mistreatment.

To conclude, we may say that White Jacket introgutiferent races that exist aboard

the battleship. In fact, he states how the uppdtewtiass behaves towards other races. In
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addition to Race, slavery also appears in the nased system of punishment and restricted
laws which are made legally by the institution. STliansforms the sailors from seaman to

slaves.
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Chapter two: Race and Slavery under Regionalism in Twain'tife on the Mississippi

» Race under Regionalism in Twain’d.ife on the Mississippi:

Life on the Mississippi is one of Twain’s major novels which embody higioaal
writing. It can be seen as a description of thesM&ppi river and life on it. In fact, the novel
is drawn on his own experiences while working aseamboat pilot in the Mississippi region
which is an old territory that belong to the Unit8thtes after the independence from the
British Empiré. The rich soil of the region gives the way to agffural activity which
functions thanks to the existence of slaves inbthilling plantations Indeed, Twain says in
chapter forty oLife on the Mississippi “Castle and Culture” : “we were certainly in t8euth
at last; for better the sugar region begins, amamtptions- vast green levels, with sugar-mill
and negro quarters clustered together in the mididtance- were in view” In this quotation,
Twain indicates the fact that the South is an adjxical estate cultivated on the basis of man
power represented by the imported slaves from Afridowever, those black Africans are

submitted to oppression and miserable conditions.

Life on the Mississippi can be seen as a large picture of the Mississipgi and the
lands that surround it. The region’s vast terrégenmake of agriculture an essential element in
its economy. Agriculture was based on slavery wisctihe manipulation of others by means
of the ideology of the superiority of the white @adVe may say that racism against black
Africans has been born along with the beginninglafrery in the United Stat@sThe first
half of the nineteenth century is marked by praetestd work breaks hold by the slaves.
However, only a few white people supported thereffmd opposed unvoluntary servitude.
Instead, most of the owners responded with cruatlig punishment; especially in the

Mississippi basin, where slavery is seen as aqgfarte agricultural development of the State

6
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Unlike Melville’s White Jacket in which racism and servitude are reflected via th
exploitation of the sailors of different races b battleshiplife on the Mississippi reflects
the exploitation of the black race as propertiesthy “authoritative” whites and their
exclusion from the society. In other word, racigmwhite Jacket is present among all the
races found on the ship in terms of social life andial position. Ifife on the Mississippi,

racism exists mainly between the whites and thekislaboard the steamboat.

Because of the association of the blacks with “@entferiority”, they are always
alienated and disregarded by the whites in the vpdekes and other social milieligind
since the “steam boat represented a commercialdwoatiere passengers, hemp, sugar,
tobacco and cotton all flowed down the Mississippifie black Africans are present not only
on the crop fields but also aboard the ships. Thiaey are still featured with inferiority;
therefore, they are distanced from the others. iBrsfiown in the novel through the racialised
construction of class into the superior whites enferior blacks aboard the ship. For instance,
the racial division of labor throws the blacks ofithe highly skilled piloting position¥. It
seems that irLife on the Mississippi, Twain does not show any black worker trying to
interfere with the members of the pilot house. blber refers to the experienced pilots as Mr.
Bixby, Mr. Brown, and many other names of the @&fficand steersmen during his days of
apprentice. The black workers in their society arainly consigned to the ranks of the
deckhands and cabin-crew servants like cookerstegsorand chambermaids. This is
significant in the novel, when Twain says in chapteirteen entitled “Rank and Dignity of
Piloting™:

Sometimes the beacon lights stood in water threedeep. In the
edge of dense forests which extended for miidsowt farm, wood-
yard, clearing, or break of any kind; which migidwat the keeper of
the light must come in a skiff a great distatacdischarge his trust,
and often in a desperate weather. Yet | wasthatthe work is

faithfully performed, in all weathers, and nbvays by men,
sometimes by women, if the man is sick or abten
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This quotation reflects the social class to whiwdh black Americans belong. Because of their
origins, they are deprived of having appointed thigher work position. Twain adds n

chapter thirty entitled “Sketches by the Way™:

I will remark, in passing that Mississippi steamboaen were important
in landsmen eyes. (and in their own, too, irrgrde according to the

dignity of the boat they were on. Negro fireméack hands, and

barbers belonging to those boats were distihgdigpersonages in their
grade of life, and they were well aware of thet t0o.*?

Here, Twain illustrates the work that the blackoliays are in charge with along with their
families. They are obliged to perform their dutesthe price of their lives and families
aboard the ship or onshore. They are always expmsédiler explosions and bad weather
conditions while working. Therefore, we can sayt tleet most black river boat laborers, life
on the job is dangerous. The difference that ekista’een the whites and the blacks in terms
of social position, rights and duties on boardghep is clearly identified by Albert Memmi in
his bookRacism. For him, the difference forms social groups. iEseems that the whites and
blacks are divided into social groups in which #hegho impose the difference are in the
superior race represented by the whites, whileghdso are differentiated belong to the lower

race represented by the blacks.

Despite their inferiority on board the ship compg to the white race, the black
Americans see themselves somehow different in casgrato other black men who work on
the grasslands. Those black seamen are once shw&g for the land owners in the
plantations. Thus, when they get the chance tang@ayed by the wealthy owners aboard the
ships they come to discover a new but not reaffgiint social life. The fact that Twain says:
“I will remark, in passing that Mississippi steamabanen were important in landsmen’s

eyes™* denotes how the blacks see the steamboat men, fuse who work on the boat
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consider themselves superior comparing to those wurd on plantations because they are

different in terms of social position.

In addition, the style of clothing, and the stamdarrangement of sleeping and eating
differentiate the white workers from the black ané&be fact that Twain says in chapter
twenty nine: “ragged nigger clothéd’suggests that there is no uniformity for all therkers.
The African Americans are given special fit outs iftentification. Moreover, segregation in
eating is also demonstrated. Those blacks hawacoess to the eating rooms meant for the

pilots and the captaitf.

The manipulation of the blacks through the dimem&ibpower attributed to the whites
is omnipresent in the novel. The author deals wiithoritative characters like the pilot Mr.
Bixby who plays the role of the superior and mamnage the boat. The reason is to
demonstrate in a way the “false aristocracy” hejdt®e white Americartd. This is evident
through Twain’s words in chapter eighteen ‘| Takeeav Extra Lessons’ when he says:

The figure that comes before me oftenest, out ®fstiedows of that vanished
time, is that of Brown, of the steamer ‘Pennapia’ the man referred to in a
former chapter, whose memory was so good aeddine. He was a middle

aged, long, slim, bony, smooth-shaven, horsedfaignorant, stingy... mote-

magnifying tyrant'®
Here the pilot is referred to as a tyrant. In theotation, the word tyrant suggests an
oppressive person who maintains autocracy overothers. Furthermore, the author also
attempts to protest against the authority that Bixby plays on him™. For instance, when
the narrator says in chapter eight “perplexingdass “My boy, you've got to know the
shape of the river perfecti§? he indicates how he is submitted to the rulesaders of Mr.
Bixby in order to get his license as a steambdat.pAccording to him, the experienced pilot

plays the role of the dictator. We can say that #l¢hor suggests a society made of
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authoritative people who claim to be the superias< that take hold of higher ranks and
influence the lower clas?. This is also shown by Memmi when he claims that &t of

defining an individual or a group involves the usfepower. The difference between the
whites and the blacks gives the way to the clasgibn of the whites in the superior status so

that they can control the blacks.

To sum up, we may say tHate on the Mississippi is a version of Twain’s experiences
in the Mississippi river and its vast lands. Throudgs novel, the writer does not bring only
the manners, speech, and lifestyle of the people eist in a specific geographical part in
the United States, but also the racial stance efithite settlers and their antagonism against

the slaves who are considered as a crucial elethantharacterize the Mississippi region.
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» Slavery under Regionalism in Life on the Mississippi:

Slavery exists in the American continent for a lopgriod of time. It is always
associated with the South. As it is aforementioni@ Southern vast fertile lands are
exploited on the basis of slavery. As such, thesMsppi region as a southern estate is
always linked to slavery.

For Twain, the Mississippi river may refer to twaggestions; first, it is associated with
nature where everyone can enjoy himself with tinel¢gape. Second, it is part of civilization
since it is a place where there is commerce anthéss Moreover, due to the fertile soil of
the region, slaves are needed at that place to wotlke plantations that are important for
agricultural and economic succédsin addition, the importation of farming products i
required. Therefore, Steam boating is a direct lrestuthe economic expansion of the
Mississippi river. In this sense, The American arithomas Buchanan points out that steam
boating is also an encouragement to slavery. Indstedmboats industries are developed in
the south in a short period of time. As a resutie Amount of slaves in the south is increased
since they remain essential to agricultural agtivih fact, slaves are the only people in the
south who produce goods through their daily workhi@ plantations. With the development
of commerce, those slaves are brought by their csvioeserve on steamboafs.

However, it seems that the steam boat world isasativilized as it looks. In fact, the
slaves are always subject to manipulation and Itgdtly the whites. They are considered as
property. This is apparent in the novel accordm@wain’s depiction of the exploitation of
the slaves aboard the ship and in the plantations.

The manipulation and the restriction of the bladkcans on the ship are manifested in

the novel. For instance, in chapter thirty entitt8&KETCHES BY THE WAY” Twain says:

We were getting down now into the migrating megegion. These poor
people could never travel when they were slagesthey make up for the
privation now. They stay on a plantation tiletdesire to travel seizes them;
then they pack up, hail a steamboat, and cleiaiNot for any particular place;
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no, nearly any place will answer; they only wembe moving. The amount of
money on hand will answer the rest of the conummdfor them. If it will take
them fifty miles, very well; let it be fifty. Ihot, a shorter flight wiltlo2°
Here we may say that slaves are always seen hyaweers as a property. The quotation also
suggests that they are oppressed and have ng/liBexdording to Memmi, the inferior race is
always oppressed and aggressed by the superioOoeeform of this kind of aggression is
slavery as it is shown in the novél.

Mark Twain tells also in his novel about the systefrthe purchase and sale of the
black Africans all along the Mississippi river. ldiaims that the slaves are transported along
the river and sold to other slaveholders. For mstain chapter 29 “a Few Specimen Bricks”,
Twain shows how the slaves are sold to anothertepuiay saying:

But the stealing of horses in one state, and getliem in another, was but a
small portion of their business; the mbstrative was the enticing slaves to
run away from their masters that they might g&im in another quarter. This
was arranged as follows: they would tell a nettpat if he would run away
from his master and allow them to sell him, hewd receive a portion of the
money paid for him, and that upon hmeturn to them a second time they
would send him to a free state, where he woelddife. The poor wretches
complied with this request, hoping to obtain eymand freedom; they would
be sold to anothenaster, and run away again to their employers; tores
they would be sold in this manner three or finanes, until they had realized
three or four thousand dollars by them; butader this, there was fear of
detection, the usual custom was to get rid ef dhly withess that could be
produced against them, whigras the negro himself, by murdering him and
throwing his body into the Mississippi.

Here, he demonstrates how the slaves become atesrtf commerce, since they are
exchanged between the slaveholders as product® blHtks are subject to physical and
moral aggression by the whites. The quotation shtbesvay they are misled and given false
promises by the sellers; and how they are puivratrsituations. Once they become needless,
they are murdered. This ensures the fact that thdgean Americans are no more than

valuable properties. Twain adds in chapter twengt entitled “Uncle Mumford Unloads”:

“And then the negro becomes a property in trusemnylhey sold the negro, it only became a

45



breach of trusf®. This shows that the blacks are used to make weaati improve the white’s
social position.

The slaves also experience chastisement and edsby the white superiors. They
receive hard treatment on the ship. Sometimes, gkieg use to be thrown into the river. This
Is apparent in Twain’s words when he says:

The gang was composed of two classes: the heatie opuncil, as they were

called, who planned and converted, but seldaidathey amounted to about
four hundred. The other class were the actiemtsg and were termed strikers,
and amounted to about six hundred and fifty.sEheere the tools in the hands
of the others; they ran all the risk, and reedibbut a small portion of the

money; they were in the power of the leaderthefgang, who would sacrifice

them at any time by hanging them over to justicesinking their bodies in the

Mississipp%9

This quotation shows the fact the blacks have mportance. It seems that they are not
considered as human beings. For Memmi, otherneigisesult of the negative definition
attributed to the blacks. Since they are supposdxt tdifferent and inferior, they are used as
tools in the hands of their superiors. Therefdre,llacks on the ship seem to be treated as nc
more than animaf®.

Politically, the slaves are denied the right ttevand subjected to the laws of lynching.
as an example, the writer says in chapter thity fdough Yarns”:

He told many remarkable things about those Issviesects. Among others,
said he had seen them try to vote. Noticing tifigtstatement seemed to be a
good deal of a strain on us, he modified ittkelsaid he might have mistaken,
as to that particular, but knew he had seen th@und the poIIs‘canvassiFib.

Here the author illustrates the fact that the Idasle not only deprived of their liberty, but
also of their political rights in comparison to etlraces. Twain says in chapter twenty nine
“A few Specimen Bricks”: It may be inquired, hownts that Murel escaped Lynch Law
under such circumstances®” The word “Lynch” is significant; It may be onethie hard
laws inflicted upon the blacks. In fact, Murel iblack character. He is supposed to receive

such a punishment while breaking laws and works Thividely indicated in Memmi’s book
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Racism while he refers to the use of power. Accordingyita, slavery which is one form of
hostility is always related to physical dominatibat entails the exercise of power by the
whites over the blacks. For instance, lynching sggaificant example of violence against the

blacks®

To conclude, we may say that Mark Twain expredsesssue of slavery in the novel
through the depiction of the manipulation and eraigent of the blacks in the plantation
fields and on the boat. It seems through the arsabfshe novel that the steamboating world
as being, related the Mississippi region, is a arhere the society is brutally inhumane.

The novel shows the way the blacks are deprivetieof
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Conclusion

After having analyzed the two novels, we have edcthe conclusion that
both Herman Melville and Mark Twain have treatee toncept of Race and Slavery

differently.

From our analysis of some characters in Herman &b/ White Jacket, we have
proved that the ship is made of two distinct @dasS'he captains belong to the upper class
which represents the superior race. In oppositiba, sailors belong to lower class which
stands for the inferior race aboard the ship. Thiuste is a large distinction between the
captains and the sailors on the ship in terms @i tlace, social status and duties. We have
also noticed that Melville has given a national drdad dimension to slavery, which is
manifested in the ship through the flogging incidenThus, racism and slavery can be
exercised over different races and in differentrier At the end, we have found that racism
and otherness do not only exist between the captaghthe sailors, but also between the

sailors themselves in terms of their belonging.

In life on the Mississippi, race and slavery are linked to the black race.yTée
expressed in a direct way via the manipulation lacks on the ship. The black race is
estranged from the rest of the crew on the baifleSo, it is alienated and enslaved from the
white superiors. Finally, we have deduced that Twaas given a regional dimension to
slavery, because he specifies his demonstratiorslafery on the Mississippi region.
Therefore, race and slavery are revealed througlestrangement and the exploitation of the

blacks on the steamboat.
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While dealing with the tow concepts of race aralsty in Herman Melville’3\hite
Jacket and Mark Twain’s.ife on the Mississippi, we met different issues worth of studying.
Indeed, the two works can be approached throudérdift perspectives. Since our research is
limited to the study of race and slavery, we intite readers who are interested in the study
of these works to bring new sights to the novelsiégling with other issues such as the male

aspects of the novels and the loss of identity.
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