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ABSTRACT

This research examines the issue of migration dadkhess in James McBride’s The Color
of Water(1996) and Bessie Head’s The Cardinél992). By drawing the affinities between
the two works, we intended to argue that the erpes of racism is similarly lived by the
African Americans and the South African Blacks.athieve our purpose, we relied on the
theoretical guidelines of Stephen Steinberg’s thaor racism as it is developed in America
Again at the Crossroads (2000). The study revetilatithe two societies have maintained a
policy of land exclusion that resulted in both emmic and social exclusion. The two works
explore in a similar way the movement of the blafthsn their restricted areas to the
considered Promised Land of the white man’s citiesearch for freedom and their struggle
for assimilation in two racist societies that assbe Blackness with criminality and
inferiority.



I. Introduction

Our dissertation entitled Migration and Blacknesslames McBride’3he Color of
Water(1996) and Bessie Headl$ie Cardinalg1995) falls within the ambit of Black literary
studies. It is a comparative study between the svofkkwo contemporary writers who have
made of their writings a commitment to describe #xperience of being Black in the

societies of the United States of America and Sé\ditica.

The two countries of United States of America andtB Africa have been struggling
against racism towards the blacks. As two racialeties, their definition oBlacknesshas
been associated witfall things evil, ugly and satanidn opposition towhitenessthat is
associated withall things pure, beautiful, and godly” The United States were obliged to
find a solution to the Negro Question and to alobtavery, making an end to the Black
suffering in the South. Likewise, South Africa wased with the Apartheid system, the harsh
racial system that humanity has ever known, andtbatkal with the Native Question. The
dispossession of the blacks from land owning intaf USA and thus forcing them to
search for freedom in the industrial North can bmpared to the expropriation of the blacks
from their land in South Africa. With series of eaduch as the Native Land Act (1913), The
Group Areas Act (1948) and The Bantu Education Abgy were forced to live in
overcrowded slums and ghettos around the Whitesciéind work in White owned mines
where they should carry passes as stipulated bi?&lse Laws because they were considered

as strangers.

Consequently, each of James McBride and Bessie hemwitnessed nearly the same
hardship of being a black in a racial society. Tli®nounce the effects of racism and
apartheid on their own communities. James McBsde Black American writer. He was born

in 1957 to an African-American father and a Polislwish immigrant mother. He grew up in



New York City and Delaware where he experiencedabents of the 1960s. Bessie Head
(1937-1986) is a South African writer who livederile in Botswana from 1964 onward. She
was raised in an orphanage because her White metenot allowed to take her since the
law of the Immorality Act imposed the forbiddanceamy sexual relation between Whites

and Blacks in South Africa.

In this respect, McBride'$he Color of Wate(1996) is an autobiography and a tribute
to his white mother. It is the story of a young @extion of Blacks living in New York who
experienced the racist life of the 1960'’s, all glanth reference to the life of their parents’
generation who are migrants from the South. Wikkead’sThe Cardinalg1995) is a novella
that depicts the hard life of a black girl who &@sed in a slum and left it to work in Cape

Town City as a journalist in the racial societySafuth Africa of the late 1950's.

Our decision to compare these two works sprung foaminterest in contemporary
literature that deals with issues related to ratlenicity and identity problem. Even though
these two writers come from different countriessKgsounds and have different cultures, this

analysis will show the affinities that these wosksre.

Review of Literature

McBride’s The Color of Watehas been the subject of several critics. Thomasdrar
studied the novel from a psychological perspectiha. him, James, the main character, tries
to solve his identity problem by writing a memdiat unifies his story and that of his mother
to show how the past contributes in constructingsoidentity. In fact, this past lies in his
mother’s story. Larson argues in his critigiemes McBride: Mother, Race, Memoir (2007)
that ‘storing of self and other is at the core of JamasBNtle’s The Color of WatérfFor
him, the memoir as a genre gives information of hle writer relates to his past and how a

past relates to him during the time in which het@gihis story. He adds that a person chooses



to write a memoir because he“isansformed by a power or a person greater than 4k
and it is not easily explained.”In the case of McBride’s memoithe self'is James and
‘theothet is his mother. So, by writing the story of his ther, he writes his own story dse'
alternates chapters: she tells her story and hés thls.® The story discloses a self that
McBride does not know himself to be, because iesakears for him to understand that black
community, biracial, and Christian- Jewish are pait his mother story and also part of his
personal story. As he assertshad to find out more about who | was, and in erdo find
out who | was, | had to find out who my mother W&he result, according to Larson, is that
James feassembles new selves: one for his mother, in dven words, which [...]
reassembles him [and] all this accomplished becadds8ride listened to Ruth, the woman

she was, in part, before she became his mother.”

Another critical study which focuses on identggue is that of Eveline Podgorski. In
her seminar paper entitlddivided Inheritance: Barack Obama ‘Dreams From ngther’
and James McBride ‘The Color of Wat¢2007), there is an emphasis on theoting up
with a divided inheritanc€She makes a comparison with Barrack ObarBa&ams from my
Father, another memoir that deals with the issue of grgwip as a part of two different
cultures. Her comparison is based on the differssties that the writers tackle in their
memoirs. She sheds light on the father- son andheénoson relationships. She explores the
issue of mixed race and the identity struggle ithbmemoirs as she argues that Obama
describes his life as the son of a white mother afdack father just as McBride does and

both of them grew up in the same period of raditrimination’

Like James McBridehe Color of Wate(1996), Bessie HeadShe Cardinals(1995)
also succeeds to entice considerable attenftishafter its publication in 1995. Several critics
considered Head’s novella as a crucial South Afriierary work. Desiree Lewis claims in
The Cardinals and Bessie Head's Allegories of 3686),
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“The recuperation of paternal meanings in the navédentifies one
direction in [Head's] writing as the quest for dissive empowerment
through the instrumentality of available languasieategies, and forms'®

This quotation suggests that unlike the other wevkere Bessie Head identifies her mother
as the source of her identity and the one who ges/the sources of her entry into public life
especially the world of writingThe Cardinalgs preoccupied with the father. It is subscribed
under the paternal narrative tradition that wasesapdead in the South African literature and
this gives evidence to Lewis’ claim of the discuesiempowerment that uses the already
existing techniques. In fact, Lewis makes a cotioebetween Mouse’s venture in the world
of writing and how she is oriented toward a maseidomain with the supervision of Johnny,
her own father. The mother is condemned becauseegets both her lover and her child but
the father is allowed to enter Mouse’s world byakiag her silence and to the extent that he
Is going to enter her sexual life. The critic camt#s that Mouse’s desire to write suggests that
she will discover an unknown self and will gain fi@ver to write her own identity”

That same issue of identity has been studied imtwella by Ibrahim Huma in his
Bessie Head: Subversive Identities in EXil®96). For him,The Cardinalsindicates that
Head is interested in exploring non- traditionalatiens between men and women. In
describing Mouse’s acceptance to live with Johrbhyma says thatthe pervasive desire to
belong to a community is less important than belumpgo oneself as a woman writet’He
adds:*The manifestation of the father as lover in Mimaor Mouse’s life is in part indicative
of Head’s defiance against [...]Jthe Immorality A¢E.in these two quotations, he is alluding
to the incestuous relation which is a result of thenorality Act. The Cardinalamplies that
the people who set this Act are the ones to be ddiamot the two characters who are trying to
save their lives. Huma argues that Head is suggg#itat‘an apartheid society that respects
racism more than the incest taboo would not careafoelation between underclass parents

and their children.**



CharlotteGuldimann considers the novella as aessfal anti romance novel based on
Head’s knowledge of the production and the formgjamed during her time as a romance
story writer and columnist at Home Post. Accordimdper, it is a criticism of a vibrant black
male South African journalism of the 1950’s whiabnstrues the character Mouse a black
female journalist in a restrictive male dominatedf@ssion. Head creates a sexually assertive
black female character to express her attitudenagai typical romance that does not favor
independent women. She also introduces Jazz togeittethe meaning of the novel’s title
and the impeding incestuous act between Mouse amany to represent resistance against
imposed identities under patriarchy and Aparth€&lds is achieved by Head, for she creates a
universe completely different from Apartheid Sowlfrica. In fact, she connectsjazz to
Mouse : ‘Only in this space can the naturalized discourdethe construction of woman be
evaded'™ In the epigraph, the novel's title is given megnitiThe Cardinals, in the
astrological sense, are those who serve as the tafmindation for change® Through the
association of Johnny with the sun, Mouse with iieon, and her mother, Ruby, with the
earth, the characters create a new universe, whmtesentsd world greatly different from
apartheid South AfricA.'” According to Guldimann, creation, and by implicatiMouse's
writing, defies the incest taboo, which in Lacangmychoanalysis is connected with the entry

into language, and thus with the law of the fatlhsrshe asserts:

"The new universe and language that Johnny and dasker in is
[...] one of elemental dependency. [...] Thus by desti@ting this
interdependency of Johnny, Mouse, and Ruby, Héamdugh the text
of The Cardinals, points to the possibility of ameorld, a world in
which another kind of language is possibfé.”



Issue and Working Hypothesis

It follows from the above review that James McBisdEhe Color of Wateand Bessie
Head's The Cardinalshave been interpreted from different perspectivéswvever, to our
knowledge no study comparing the issue of migratiad blackness in the two novels has
been conducted. This work focuses on the charadfersn New York City and Mouse’s life
in Cape Town which are the best examples thatateftee black suffering from racism and
Apartheid in both American and South African coiedr With reliance on Stephen
Steinberg’s theoretical assumptions in Aiserica Again at the Crossroad2000), we will
try to answer the question: how can we explain ¢éneergence of a debate over the
assimilation of the Black migrants in the two stieie if we consider their presumably gained
freedom? Then, to what extent has their Blackné&sged a role in their social and economic

exclusion?

Our basic assumption stems from the fact thathbmée of migration and blackness is
a major theme shared by the two writers. Their f&ee depicting the fight for freedom and
the struggle for assimilation in both societies, &iman society of the sixties and South
African society of the late fifties. Both societitake the fact of being black not only as a
color prejudice but it is considered as a signasi®mic and cultural inferiority sustained by

pseudo- scientific theories and a persisting uaiatfiracism.

In the Introduction section, we give a generahiddout our work’s subject matter providing
the reader with a small representation of the titerdry works under study with a brief
reference to the contexts in which they are writiée have then established our topic focus
and issue and Working hypothesis. In the MethodisMaterials section, we present Stephen
Steinberg’s theoryAmerica Again at the Crossroads (2009)e also provide the reader with

general summaries of James McBridéfse Color of Wateand Bessie HeadBhe Cardinals.



In the result section, we reveal the findings reackhrough our study. In the discussion
section, we discuss and analyze the two works ustdely to explore the theme of migration
and blackness in a way that makes the reader uaddrthe black question in both USA and
South Africa. To achieve this, we have divided work into two chapters; the first one deals
with the blacks’ quest for freedom through migratand the second one depicts their struggle
for assimilation once in the migrated areas. Irt, faach of these two chapters can be divided
into subsections such as the blacks’ land ownemskifusion as a basis of their suffering, and
migration which are both related to the first clemmtealing with freedom. As for the second
chapter dealing with assimilation, it has as itmponents; the blacks’ harsh industrial reality
in the migrated cities and the unofficial racismiethhas as its basis the economic inequality.
Indeed, this is explained in Steinberg’'s theArgerica Again at the Crossroatis which we

have to make reference in our study.
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Il. Method and Materials

This section is concerned with the presentatiorthef method to which we make
reference to guide our study. Steinberg’s theamerica Again At the Crossroads based on
historical events that happened in America during thirteen decades that followed the
abolition of slavery that we try also to transpdese South African context. It is also
concerned with the materials that we use and talwive try to apply Steinberg’s theoretical
concepts about migration and blackness. It is ameckwith the summaries of the two works
under study McBride’§ he Color of Wateand Head’sThe Cardinalswhich are issued from

two different contexts, American and South Afrideam which many affinities can be drawn.
1. Method
Stephen Steinberg’s Theory America Again at the Crossroad(2000)

America Again at the Crossroads dealing with the issue of racism in the United
States of America. Steinberg emphasizes on theréadf the American policies to put an end
to racism. He enumerates a set of lost opporteniteassimilate the blacksthat resulted in a
migration movement initiated by the black southesn@ward the north either to flee the
racial oppression or to respond to the attractals of the northern whites when they were in

need of them.

To begin with, Reconstruction which provided cieduality for black Americans did
not last for a long time as Dubois confirms in $tisdyBlackReconstruction in America: “the
slave went free; stood a brief moment in the sen thoved back again toward slavergut
according to Steinberg this reconstruction failedncluding a redistribution of land. This
would guarantee self sufficiency for the freedmen gecure their political rights. As the
promise of land redistribution was not kept aftez tivil war, the freedmen were obliged to

9



work as sharecroppers and tenant farmers and fonesa to endure a form of debt servitude
that restricted their freedomThe unfulfilled dream of ‘forty acres and a muknd the
growing of the racial oppression pushed those daspdlacks to migrate to other towns

mainly Kansas.

Known as ‘the exoduster movement’, this migratiovolved a great number of blacks
who were called ‘exodusters’ and saw themselvékeamg Egypt for the Promised Land like
the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. ‘Pap’ $tan was their leader and he has been
labeled the father of the exodus and the Mosekeoflblored People. Several colonies were
established by the blacks and developed into #bumg agricultural communities with
churches, newspapers, hotels, businesses, antiealhdeds of a town. The black towns
endured the Depression and most of the residespeidied to cities in the North and West.
However one community, Nicodemus, still exists dising symbol of what the blacks could
have been if they had not lost the opportutiitypbe masters of their own destitiySteinberg
in his work has met people living in that town. iHeerviewed two women full of memories
of the migration movement. They told him storieswtithe hardship they suffered from and
also told him about racism in the surrounding comities. One of them easily uses the word
‘master’ to address him even though she had nea@m b slave; she was only the daughter of

a freedwoman. As he saysis an example of how proximate the slaveryoishie present”’

The great wave of the European immigration had rapact on the employment
practices that were based on racist assumptioml@ tne was maintained by the employers
and white employees. In fact, they preferred thétevEuropean labor force to the black
African- Americans. The result was the exclusiontleé blacks from the industrial work.
Thus, the migration movement was restricted and Iéaecks migrated to the North. This
policy of exclusion makes America lost the oppoiturio assimilate the blacks into the

mainstream economny.

10



During the Second World War, ideological, econoamc demographic changes have
stimulatedthe southern blacks to migrate. At theelleof ideology those blacks were
assimilated in the USA army to fight for Americaengocracy against the fascists. Whereas,
at the level of economy and demography, in that pearod there was a lack of labor force
that necessitated the opening of the northern laerkets for them. During this period the
blacks gained a considerable economic and institatipoweThey also developed large
and united communities in major Northern citieswduwer, the situation changed at the end
of the war as they had to accept the fact thabryolvas not secured for them as they returned

to the second class citizensHip.

The securing of the civil rights movement for A&n- Americans had signaled the end of the
official racism. The segregation in the public sjehwas ended by the changes brought by the
civil rights movement. However, Steinberg rematiat there is a persistent and widening gap

between blacks and whites in incomes and livingdsieds®

Race history has demonstrated that the African- aaes were never included in the
American dream. The failure of the Civil Rights o&stion in eradicating the inequalities
between the whites and blacks gave rise to racrsinbad social behavior, each feeding on
the other. According to Steinberg, this is the eahbf the recent scientific racism, a racism
which is sustained byhe Bell Curvelt is a book written by Richard Herrnstein anda@és
Murray and has received an extraordinary recepitiothe mass media. It represents the
apogee of thebacklashand it is qualified as a retreat to the struggleequality between the
whites and the blacksThey used the argument that intelligence existependently from
the environment. It is rather found in the gene aomstitutes a matter of biological
inheritance. In this respect, the existence of ampaent underclass is sustaining this
argument. Indeed, blacks are destined to remaimedbottom of the socioeconomic curve so

any ameliorative social policy is doomed to failtite
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Steinberg ends his theory by saying that race fyisto USA had known periods of
racial advance that were followed by periods ofe@t It observed the pattern of two steps
forward and one step batkThis leaves America in a dilemma and again atctessroads
whether to take the road back to the black andakgmast or to open a new path for the
reconciliation between black and white citizense Tésson of history is that racial oppression
always comes from the upper class and the seardiidck liberation comes from the bottom.
The problem is that America has never had a palitigll to cope with racial tensions until it
is forced by the events. So the means for changddwoe a mounting pressureand a

resistance from the blacks.

2. Materials

a. Summary of The Color of Watehy James McBride

The Color of Water is a novel (memoir) written mkes McBride and published in
1996. The story is set in New York City during tt#@70s and 1980s with some past events in
the form of flashbacks that took place in Suffollirginia during the 1920s and 1930s. The
main character, James McBride, is telling his otamyswith reference to that of his mother,
Ruth Jordan McBride. The result is two stories veehin one which centers on James as a
Black child who is confused about his identity hesahe is black and his mother is a white
woman. He wanted to know where he comes from saske his mothed’m black or white.’
14 Ruth keeps repeating that he is a human being;dhis does not matter, and all that counts
is his faith in God and his school. She tries tegkéim and his brothers out of the racial
conflicts and divisions that were spread in the Agaa society in the sixties and seventies,
but as James sayget conflict was a part of our lives, written inbar very faces, hands and

arms.®®
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Ruth, James’ mother, is a Jewish white woman whedliin the South during the
1920s and 1930s where she witnessed the hard wosddf the blacks in the south. She left
her family in Suffolk, Virginia, and settled in Ne¥iork to marry a black man named Andrew
McBride, also called Dennis. He had also migratednfthe South, North Carolina, to settle
in New York in order to pursue music. He repeatesdlys to Ruth that he would be hanged at
home North Carolina if they knew that he marriaslhdte woman. After having eight children
with her, he died out of lung cancer. Years ladbe will marry Hunter Jordan, another black
man who fled the Jim Crow laws in the south tolsétt New York. He helps her to take care
of her black children who are now twelve. Jameg$ohis stepfather Hunter, especially those
‘migration journeys’ to the south when he took thiérere to visit their grandparents and their

cousins.

James and his brothers lived in a society that dae accept black children with
white mothers. They find themselves struggling witéntity issues for being members of a
biracial community. When he finally confronted tbassues, James has discovered that in

order to understand himself, he has to understanohbther's background.

After the death of his stepfather, he suffers aalod turned to drug use and crimes.
During a visit to his sister Jack in Louisville, met a group of poor black men who sank into
drinking to flee the harsh reality and their misdealiving conditions. After spending time
working with black men, James became convinceti®@irnportance of self-reliance and hard
work. He began to trust God and to work toward-seffrovement, so he decided to pursue

his dream of becoming a jazz musician and writer.

b. Summary of The Cardinalsby Bessie Head

13



The Cardinalspublished in 1995. It is set in 1937 in a largenslarea around the
National Road when a young beautiful lady knockthatdoor of Sarah’s shelter giving her a
bundle where a little baby is put and placing féllings on a wooden table. The little baby
Merriam grew up in the slum till the age of ten wheer foster father drives her out with his
bad treatment. However, it is in that slum that lsbgins to learn to read and write. She owes
this to an old man who before he dies, has han@edatbook entitledThe Art of Letter
Writing’. As she flees from the slum, loosing conscienlge,fsds herself in a hospital but no
one is there to claim her. So, she is given a nemwenand birth date; charlotte Smith born in
6™ January 1939. She is placed and replaced in teselsdill the age of sixteen when she is to
be responsible of her own care. She has worked taa girl before starting to work as a
journalist in African Beatnewspaper’s branch in Cape Town. Johnny, her woske has
named her Mouse, and accompanies her to the sksnaaound the National Road where ten
people were burnt to death in a big fire to makemort. Mouse informs him that it is there
where she spent her childhood. He is astonishedhampiestions her how she has managed to
escape conditions like those, she replies thabehewanted to learn to read and write. From
this time, he knows and understands why she iskband indifferent in her relation with the
others. She even does not respond to his intenaeagations. This is the result of years of
struggle, undernourishment and complete lack ot lamd happiness she experienced all
along her life. To approach her, Johnny invites teedive with him in his small house
pretending to teach her how to be a good writee S8hvays makes barriers toward his
confessed love, a thing that Johnny tries to oveectll the end of the story. In fact, all along

the story we learn that Johnny is her biologicHida; a reality that both of them ignore.

A series of racial incidents are reported inribeel such as the ‘underdog’ living conditions
of black people in the slums, violence as repomediohnny’s story rewritten by Mouse, the

little baby’s (Meriam, Charlotte and Mouse as shaamed and renamed) origins being a

14



result of an illegal relationship between Rubyich woman and Johnny a black fisherman. In
fact, she does not accept the idea of being hdramasas he is poor and ill dressed. There is
also the government township built in order to meemple from the slums that Johnny
describes as a hell with the lack of sufficient comdities. The sailor who is arrested for
committing the immorality act by having sexual tela with a non white woman is another
racial incident to be mentioned. Moreover, Johnrigmily relations being a brother of a
prostitute sister from an early age and also hitherowho has children from different men

are examples of the demoralization of the blacks ¢lassified them as an inferior race.

Endnotes
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1. Results

Throughout our dissertation, we tried toastigate the theme of Blackness and Migration
in McBride’s novel, The Color of Waterand Bessie Head’'s novelldhe Cardinals By
drawing the affinities between the two works, weended to argue that the experience of
racism is similarly lived by the African Americaasd South African blacks. To achieve our
purpose, we relied on the theoretical guidelineSteiphen Steinberg’s theory on racism as
developed irAmerica again at the Crossroad2000) The study revealed that the two novels
explore in a similar way the movement of the blatken their restricted areas to the white
man’s territories in search foeedom and their experience of being blacks in two racist

societies.

The analysis of théheme of freedomhas disclosed that the two novels show similar
characteristics at the level of the setting andattars’ movementBlacks land ownership
exclusion’ revealed that black characters live under thespresof the white man who pushes
them into restricted areas. We noticed that the $ettings ofSuffolk and The National
Road Slum show a similar experience of blacks’ sufferingnfre@xclusion. Accordingly,
‘Migration, as a Remaining Remedy’has shown that black characters are leading &trag
life in both settings. So, they undertake a migratnovement toward the white cities to find
a solution to their restricted freedom and seargghan better opportunities. Like McBride’s
characters [Dennis, Jordan Hunter and Chicken] sudtered in the South and sought
freedom in New York City, Head’s Mouse, Johnny dathes are characters who also fled the

harsh racist conditions at the slums and ghettosearch for a better life in Cape Town city.

From the analysis of the themeasfsimilation of the blacks in white cities, we came to

the result that once the migrants have reached Xak City and Cape Town City, it is no
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longer a question dfeedom but it is rather atruggle for assimilation In fact, the chapter
entitted Blacks and the Harsh Industrial Reality in White Cities’ uncovered the
difficulties that black migrants have met to integr So, Dennis, Hunter and even their
children have undertaken another journey of sufterirom the color line established in
employment. Likely, Mouse, Johnny and Jame§ha Cardinalshave experienced thacial
exclusion from the mainstream economy Moreover, Economic Inequality and the
Unofficial Racism’ has revealed that in both novedgism is a continuing processand the
economic gap between the whites and the blackglis/glening. In ‘Reversion to Scientific
Racism and Cultural Inferiority ’, we have reached thhbth societieshave made reference
to ideological justification to the increasing poverty of the blacks. It hasrbeevealed that in
both novels, the white men associate blackness evithinality andlack of refinement
They developstereotypesabout the black people. Thudjedia Discourse’disclosed the use
of media as a means to reinforce stereotypes about theskasngcriminals andculturally

inferior to maintain the white supremacy.

Our study of the similarities between McBriddke Color of Wateand Head’sThe
Cardinals has allowed reaching the result that both writensverge in the use of the two
themes ommigration andblackness Undoubtedly, the affinities come from the facttboth
of them are contemporary writers who deal with esswf race, ethnicity and identity
problem. Then, as black writers they could not escape tgderience of blackness in the

two societies of America and South Africa.

2.Discussion
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In this section of our dissertation, wsigall discusBlackness and Migration as
shared issues in James McBrid&lse Color of Wateand Bessie HeadEhe Cardinals The
thematic similarities between the two works will lighlighted through two chapters. In the
first chapter, we are going to discuss the theméreddom as it is conceived in the two
contexts of America and South Africa. In fact, wdll vanalyze the theme of Blacks’
ownership exclusion as a threat to the would-beeaghipolitical rights and the theme of
Migration which is the blacks’ unique remaining eshy. In the second chapter, we will shed
light on theme of assimilation of the blacks in theited States of America and South Africa
to argue that both writers converge around the seomeeption about the persistence of
racism in their respective societies. We will explthe harsh industrial life of the blacks in
White cities. Indeed, we will also discuss McBrsl@nd Head’s appropriation of the idea of
economic inequality to shed light on the unoffigiatism and the use of media to reinforce
racism. We shall take Stephen Steinberg’s theoryacism developed iAmerica again at
the crossroads (2000as a paradigm to this literary analysis in orderatgue that the
American context and its historical experience wabkism can be transposed to the South
African context with its experience with Aparthei@thus, we are going to show that
similarities between the two novels are the residltthe closeness of the two writers
experience with Blackness.Settings, characterstheahes will be the literary devices that

will guide our argumentationto grasp those sintilasiin the two novels.

Chapter One:
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The Blacks’ Quest for Freedom inThe Color of Waterand The Cardinals

This chapter intends to discuss the twwels within the confines of the fight for
freedom that is undertaken by the blacks in Ameaicd South Africa to take their destiny in
hands. As we will explain in this chapter, eachtloé black characters has a different
experience with freedom but they all share the lgralof not possessing a piece of land as a
refrain to reach that desired freedom. As qualifleg Steinberg, this is remained an
unfulfilled dream that will result in a massive mdion movements of the blacksBlack
characters in both novels are under the pressutieeofvhite man who exploits them, in the

case ofThe Color of Wateror pushes them into dirty ghettos, in the casehef Cardinals
1- Blacks’ Land Ownership Exclusion

According to Steinbergia massive redistribution of land not only wouldapé
[blacks] on a path toward self- sufficiency butiso would have secured their [...] political

n2

rights.”© As he explains in his theory, the first lost ogpaity which is caused by the
expulsion of the blacks from land ownership resuitthe threatening of their freedom and a
non assimilation socially and economically as wé show in the two novels through the
hardship they endure in Suffolk, Virginia and alsdhe National Road Slum and Cape Town
in South Africa. Accordingly, the purpose of thisapter is to depict the racist treatment of
the blacks and their sufferings. In fact, the sufigs in Virginia town and the National Road

slum around Cape Town can serve as evidences éipdticies of exclusion that were

maintained against the blacks in America and Séidfrilca.

a. The suffering in Suffolk
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In The Color of WaterOne can argue that McBride uses the charact&udii to
describe and comment the events in the South. Efmesds to give interesting details of what
was life for Southern blacks of the thirties and tbrties through a white woman'’s eyes. In
fact, Ruth’s description of the setting in the $oduring the 1930s reveals much about life at
that time. The setting is Virginia town in the Sowof the USA. It is divided into two sections,
Norfolk section which is occupied by the whites &wffolk which is the black section of the

town with a set of railroad tracks that divided the sections of the town. Ruth says,

[...] Lord, you wouldn't believe it. Shacks with namming water,
no foundations, no bathrooms, outhouses. No pawedst no
electricity. Sometimes Mameh and | walk down thdg# roads
behind the store and so many of those roads dedgteimto
woods. That's how life was for blacks down theredetd end®

This passage unveils the hard conditions underwihiose Blacks are living in Suffolk. First,
the suffering in Suffolk is a social one. In fabtcBride uses a set of events to target the
difficulties that faced them in their daily life hdse characters were deprived of any medical
care. Many epidemics and diseases were spreadhagdcould only offer to buy the BC

powder‘that was their doctor* and that was available in Shilsky’s store.

There was also segregation in educatioRudl explains that they hava White folks’
school and a black folks’ school&nother factor of suffering is the insecurity. Asnatter of
fact, the law was not for the black men in Suffdlking the thirties. They were living under
the threat of the Ku Klux Klan who massacred anledithem without receiving any
punishment. In describing the brutality of the whiblks, Ruth saysYou know death was
always around Suffolk. It was always so hot, arelywne was so polite, and everything was
all surface but underneath it was like a bomb wngjtto go off.® The story of Mayfield boy
who was found floating in the wharf tied to a wageaneel is just one of many examples of

such racist deeds that went unpunished by the Rawather form of racism can be depicted in
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the prohibition of any sexual relation between kdaand whites to the extent thafhey

would kill a black man for looking at a white womarthe South in those day5.

Furthermore, beyond that social sufferitige problem of the black characters in
Suffolk was aneconomicone. They were unable to get jobs that would sethem a good
income. They were either tenants who work for teadiit of the Whites or they were just
starving of hunger as they try to fish turtles anabs from Nansemond River. It is shown by
Ruth’s description: This was the thirties, the depression, and folkeevp®or and they used
guns and fishing rods to surviv@ In addition, black women are working ssrvants with
low incomes in white men’s houses as it is the asthe black servant that took care of
Shilsky’s wife since He hired a black woman to look after Mameh [...]Jaredgaid her so
little.”® Those blacks do not possess any property or amyttawork and earn their livings. In
fact, a comparison to Shilsky, the white Jew im@angy reveals that he is more privileged
than them. In a short period of time he has bedn tabpossess a grocery store in Suffolk as
he ‘worked at the local synagogue, but he had his eyethe so- colored side of the town

with the aim of starting a grocery store ther®As his daughter Ruth mentions:

“You know, the thing was [...] to be white and numiose too. That
was a big thing in the South. You're white and eifeiou are a Jew;
since you're white you're better than a so-calletbed.™

This quotation suggests that the problem is relaiemlor; you are accepted by the society if
you are a white wherever you come from, but youexi@uded as a black whatever you are.
Although his income comes from those black custem8&hilsky’s treatment for them is
racist. He considers them as thieves not to béelusie has a gun in his store ready to be
used if anyone wanted to fool with his monelye ‘thought black folks were always trying to

steal from him.%?

McBride explores the theme of exclusion of the kéaboth at the level of economy

and society. As a black writer, he makes of hiseh@ stage where the sufferings of his
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people are uncovered. As a matter of fact, he loasvitnessed directly the events but he
knows how to use his mother’'s memoirs to deplooséhracist attitudes. Such issue is made
clear when we refer to our study’s theoretical glirees which claim that after two centuries
of slavery the debate over the political rightshed blacks began scarcely to raise the blacks’
awareness about the importance of land for thdutiso of their problems?®So, the denial of
the right of property is at the origin of the blagkaracters’ suffering in Suffolk. As we have
seen, the characters are no more slaves but teestraggling with racism at both social and
economic levels. In fact, in Southern USA of 193@sl 1940, black people’s situation was
characterized byinferior educational opportunities, behavioral rastions imposed by Jim
Crow laws, political disenfranchisement, and raciablence’** They were socially and
economically affected most strongly by the reorganization oftlsen agriculture, and by
the increase of farm mechanizatithi. The sharecropping system, on which it was buét h
dispossessednost rural blacks from aniand property and resulted in a form of debt
servitude that restricted the freedom of workerd kept them tied to the lartiThus, the
persisting segregation in southern towns and cdexentrated male workers into unskilled
jobs and female workers into domestic service. Thislearly shown by the description of
Virginia town by McBride. As we have seen the townlivided on the basis of color and the
black characters are confined in Suffolk where thead a poor life. As a result of that
exclusion, targe numbers of black tenant farmers were displaged forced to migrate in
search of an alternative economic opportunity.”
b. The suffering in the National Road Slum

Like in The Color of Waterthe Setting imrhe Cardinalsreveals much about the issue
of blacks’ exclusion as an outcome of racism. Asmiteargue, Steinberg’s conception of the
dispossession of African Americans from land owntag fit the South African Blacks who

are pushed to live in restricted ghettos and slueasaas a consequence of the Apartheid
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system. They do not posses any land. The only piepeghey can afford are those shacks. As
it is suggested by Steinberg this deficit affebtsrtlives at different levels. The first settinfy o
the story is a slum area around the national raadgrea occupied by black people. From the
beginning of the novella, Head provides us withetadled description of the National Road
Slum as it was a large slum area of tin shacks, boundedttmn one side by mile-long
graveyard and on the other by a city refuse dumg e sed® Through this description,
Head informs her readers about the living condg#iof the inhabitants there and about the
social status they belong to. She goes on in heerigdion of the slum simultaneously with
the arrival of Mouse’s mother with a bundle in bems to give it to a woman named Sarah.
The woman trinkled her nose in distaste as the stench ofréfiese dump and the slum
assaulted it holding the breaths at intervals, &keps her way carefully through the sand,
night- soil and stagnant water between the shaaksés’ *° In fact, the shack dwellersas
Head calls them are condensed in a small spac&, Bagah's shack informs us of the poor
living conditions of those blacks because it is

“a small space with every possible bit of junk cradnmto it, boxes
stuffed with rags and faded clothing, an old crackerror in a corner,
a torn, stained mattress competing for space vatteked pots, an oil
stove, blankets and a small, shaky wooden tBle.”

It is also done to show the blacks’ ownership esijom especially of land. This is transmitted
by Head in an intelligent manner showing how privaad intimacy are both impossible to
people living in the slums. These people live iermvowded slums where ghettos are much
closed to one another while the whites occupy lamg huge houses in the nearby big cities.
Ruby’s visit to Sarah’s house in the slum causestgastonishment and curiosity of Sarah’s
neighbors. One of them even dares to enter herehaitesr the lady’s departure and questions
what the lady has to do there. She even givesweijadgment about the affair sayingviat
kind of woman is it who will sell her child for éishilling:** The other neighbors’ curiosity is

also depicted by Head to show the closeness ofglietto houses though this time in a
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shameful way. They only keep watching the ladyegrding that they are minding their own
business. In Head'’s terms,

The neighbors were curious but guarded about slhgpvitin
Living in such close proximity to each other, thiegd to keep up
pretence of each man minding its own business kmpill well

that what little entertainment they squeezed outifef was in
exchanging gossip about each otffer.

From this passage, it is clear that the blacksomtls Africa occupy specific narrow areas in
which they are condensed to such an extent that¢ ikeno privacy among the neighbors.
However, the remaining huge areas of the count&yoacupied by the whites as the case of
Cape Town city inThe Cardinalsto be opposed to the slum around the National Road
occupied by the blacks. This can serve be serveal \asid illustration of what Steinberg
refers to in his theory as land ownership exclusiera result of racism and segregation. In

fact ‘segregation’ is as it is defined in Webstelistionary

‘the separation of a race, class, or ethnic groupriforced or
voluntary residence in a restricted area by barrter social
intercourse, by separate educational facilities, bgr other
discriminatory means>

This can also drive our attention to the fact tihaise restricted areas are deprived from the
necessary commodities of life. So entertainmesbmething far to mention or to think about
by those people as Head explains in the above tjotdhe only entertainment they have is
exchanging gossip about each other. Even in toyssthiat the government built to move
people from the slums are not much better tharslilmas as Johnny writes in his report that

his white boss PK refused to publish,

[...] the township is miles and miles away from arhogping
centre. In this ghetto 80,000 people have only:uthHer where
they may buy meat.1 Dairy where they may buy milkdneral
dealer where they may shop.1 Barber where they coaytheir
hair.1 Beer hall where they may drifik.
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Additionally, if education in Suffolk is raciallgivided into white and black schools,
children in the National Road Slum do not have ssd® education since they are black
children in a tommunity that could neither read nor writg.They should help their parents
in the household work; they are setu fetch water at the tap a mile away from the slé
But most of the time, they are playing in the refdsimp where they search for something to
eat. In this respect, Johnny, one of the blackasttars, refers to that slum and its inhabitants

as follows,

A hell-hole [and] the terrible thing about thatrslis that it marks
people who have lived there, and bred and inteiedrwith a
facial structure and mentality that is like someghinhuman. It's
just an oozing, indiscriminate mixture of muck,aestand hell-fire.
It stamps the individuals who live there so thatytHook like
nothing on earth. [...] everyone knows it is the dimgpground for
illegitimate babie$’

The issue of land exclusion has also reduibh economic problems for the black
characters especially when it comes to get jobgadhin such condensed areas of slums the
characters cannot find any work to do so they ngi@a work either in Cape Town or even to
work as miners in the properties of the White mEmey should carry thehumiliating little
bookas they enter the white man’s territdR.So, another instance of suffering from racism
is shown in the case of women’s work as servantghite men’s houses at Cape Town city.
For example, Sarah works at Ruby’s house in CapenTAs for men, they work as laborers
in the town. Head describes them as ttagpt out of the tin shacks to work as laborers in

29

the town™ and at Friday evenings when they receive their, gagy spend all the night in

riots of violence and drunkenness.

Similarly toThe Color of Waterthe theme of exclusion from land owning Time
Cardinalsis shown by depicting the sufferings of the blabtlaracters in the National Road
Slum. Steinberg maintains that the expropriatecplgeneed a redistribution of land that will

secure their self sufficiency and their freed@nBut, it also remained an unfulfilled dream in
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the case offhe Cardinalsbecause the black people are condensed in the Alsiwe have
shown, they suffer economically because they cooldfind jobs to secure a better life for
their children. The impact is that they live in eakthy shacks and strive with social problems
of poverty and lack of education. Bessie Head livedh time when the government was
maintaining the policy of Apartheid. They had expiated the blacks from their land by the
Natives Land Act (1910) and the Pass laws (1952hvhestricted the movement of the
blacks in the country. So, they were pushed toilivghettos and slums that wereetplessly
eroded and overcrowded® around the White cities. Besides, Head is makisg of that
issue of exclusion to express her political angstt 80 protest against discrimination she

herself had experienced as a black in such restriateas of the colored peoffe.

It is clearly shown that McBride treats the tleeaf blacks’ land ownership exclusion in
the same way as Head irhe Cardinals In fact, both link the social and the economic
suffering of the blacks in Suffolk and National Rdalum to that denied right of possessing a
piece of land. The impact of exclusion and theesuify is highlighted by the tragic life of the
characters in both stories. The two settings ofdufind National Road Slum show a similar
experience the suffering of blacks from exclusiSnch exclusion has an impact on social,
economic and educational levels. Thus, the resudt inigration movement toward the white
cities that is initiated by the blacks in orderflige their harsh life and to search for better
economic opportunities in those industrial citi€deinberg argues thata“number of
emigration schemes were explored by blacks despdoaescape the tightening noose of
racial oppression.®® So, the growing of the racial oppression pusheseftesperate blacks
to migrate to other towns. In this respect, thetngsue to be investigated in the two novels

under study is that of migration as a solutionhit restricted freedom.

2-Migration: Blacks’ Unique Remaining Remedy
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As we have previously explained, Racism in Amesaod South Africa has resulted in
the exclusion of the blacks socially and econonyc&uch powerful economic and social
implications will trigger migration movements thatange the history of the black population
in both societies. Known as the great migratiodimerica and the labor migration in South
Africa, these movements have uncovered other layferacism that gave birth to the equation
of migration and blackness that is the core of digsertation. As it is stated in Steinberg’s
theoryAmerica Again at the Crossroadsgroup of blacks known in the American history as
“Exodusters” migrated from the South to the Amaeriddorthern cities as a result of the
unfulfiled dream of the “forty acres and a muleihd that of land redistribution. They
established settlements that later on disappearéues joined other cities to flee segregation
and hardship. However, one colony named Nicodemsisted and remains to the present day
as a symbol of how the blacks would be if they hlagen given the opportunity to face their
own destiny and be self reliant. This issue is gmés both works under study, namdllge
Color of Water and The Cardinals The black characters in both novels are subjetts
migration from one place to another to flee hamistand the segregation they have had to
confront every day. However as it is the case with“Exodusters”, the bitter reality is found

wherever they go as it originates in their blacknes

a. From Virginia Town to New York City

Migration as a theme takes a central role in Md&s novelThe Color of Water It is
essentially worked through the movements of theattars from the Southern cities to the
Northern White cities of the USA. If we consideatltharacters in the story can be divided
into first and second generations, one can argaettie journeys of migration are closely
related to the parents’ generation which has e&peéd the hardship of racism in Virginia as
it is previously explained in this dissertation asetided to rush for the great cities of the

North like New York City to search for better oppaonities.
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One of the representative figures of such grosphe character of Andrew McBride.
He called himself by his middle name, Dennis. Hdames’ father and Ruth’s first husband.
He is the prototype character of a southern mavirigdor the north to pursue his dreams. In
fact, Dennis has grown up in High Point, North Qiaen He was the only child of his family
but he found himself obliged to leave home in hiddie twenties and come to New York
“because he wanted to pursue music, mostly claksica religious music* He wanted to
fulfill his dream in the City of New York but theeality would strike him with
disillusionment. He had been obliged to work asaher-maker and artisan in a factory owed

by Aunt Mary, a Jewish white immigrant.

In addition to Dennis, Jordan Hunter is anottiearacter that highlights the idea of
southern blacks’ migration in McBride’s novel. Hed black man who is raised on a farm in
Henrico County, near Richmond, Virginia. He fle@ tBouth around 1927 because of the Jim
Crow Laws. As James tells his story White sheriff had locked him up for peeking urttier
tent of a traveling circus without paying, and whbka sheriff went to lunch and inadvertently
left the cell door open, Daddy eased out of thiagaise and caught the first thing smoking’,
he never returned to Virginia for good until hedlie®® Those words by James explain exactly
the situation of his father who had to flee thedhawnditions of the south to settle in the north

as it is the case of all the blacks.

Moreover, the Chicken Man and his friends whom eamet in Harlem are all from the
south as they are describetheé men on the Corner were southern working mammpkrs,
carpenters, painters, drunks, con artists, retiggdy lifers from nearby Fort Knox, tobacco
workers for Brown and Williamson, and some justrpta’hustlers.”® They have all escaped
from their unbearable life in the south and they struggling to find a path to a freedom far

from racism but their conditions and the policeatneent gives hints about the kind of life
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they are leading now. Things are always difficolt €hicken Man who has urged James to

leave the Corner and resume his studies to avaid Isting conditions.

The use of characters that moved from the swutitie north by McBride recalls the great
migration of the blacks in the 1930’s as it is redd to by Steinberg in his theory. A number
of places were explored by the blacks who were etesp to escape the racial oppression of
the South®’ As we have seen all of the characters have fleidmathat was widespread in the
south at that time. Starting from Dennis who warttefind a place where he could pursue his
dream of music and Jordan who escaped from theChow, one of the harshest racist
policies in the history of USA, to those characterdHarlem who migrated for economic

reasons to find jobs in the industrial white cities

b. From the National Road Slum to Cape Town city

All the black characters ihe Cardinalshave experienced migration. This is done in
purpose by the writer to show the migration movenwdrblack South Africans that marked
the country during the period of time that stretchbetween the 1930’s to the 1950’s and in
which the novella is set. This migration movementsimilar to that witnessed by black
Americans and which is depicted in McBridelfie Color of Water Indeed, it fits what
Steinberg explained in his theory, which is basedh® analysis of some historical events
related to black Americans and their great migratmthe Northern cities. The Blacks could
not resist the hardship and segregation, the refmsonhich they decided to depart to cities
occupied by the whites, but they will find themssvoccupying specific restricted areas.
They would represent the socially lower class ofaghlaborers working in those growing
industrial towns. This is what happened to somerexin South Africa where blacks found
themselves the inhabitants of restricted areasa@mearby big cities such as Cape Town as it
is the case with the characters in of Head’'s navélNe have previously explained in the

above part of our discussion that those restriateds are condensed slums and dirty ghettos
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where blacks live deprived of all the necessarymouiities of life. This is what makes them
join the whites trying to improve themselves irgetually, socially, politically and
economically as it is the case of the three bldwracters oThe Cardinals Mouse, Johnny,

and James.

Focusing on the lives of the three charactdouse, Johnny and James, the black
migration in South Africa can be well illustratedhroughout each character's own
experience, Head succeeds to gather in her workrtpertant causes of black migration in
her country. With this, she also succeeds to gidetailed depiction of the blacks’ suffering
in South Africa either before or after the expecexh migration. To begin with, the migration
of the main character Mouse is done for an educaticeason. In fact Mouse and all people
of the slum around the National Road are depriviegtlacation. The only person who is able
to read and write is the old man to whom the li¢tidd Mouse owes her first experience with
reading and writing. It is he who teaches her howtite her name and how to read and
understandrhe Adventures of Fuzzy Wuzzy Behe story book she finds in the dirt of the
dump?® Her passionate love for reading and writing & nfrain reason that pushes her to flee
from the slum. Her hunger for education has grovamenafter the old man’s death as she lost
her unique source of knowledge and education. Heinent departure or flight is also
worsened by her foster-father's bad treatment. &hes in her little mind that instead of
fetching water, this time it is better to look famother source of life that is education. So, she
finds herself in another slum which is not veryfeiént from the one she fled from. She lives
there till the age of sixteen, being placed in déferent houses. In this slum, she has access
to education though for a short period of threerye@rowing up to be a self determined girl
may help her much in her life. Indeed, she succededget employed inThe African

BeatNewspapdan Cape Town.
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As far as Johnny is concerned, his migration expeg began when he refused to join
the Five's gang. He refused to allow himself toureler another man’s control. However,
Five’s prestige and power could not allow him stand of his control. Thus, Johnny decided
to flee the district where he lived silently anthjed a small group of fishermen in a wild and
hazardous life, sleeping in rough shacks on theh€kheir only contacts with the town were
the brief trips they make every day to sell fiskVorking as a fisherman for a one-year period
has made him sleep anywhere: in caves, in the ramynih empty goods trucks and in
waiting rooms. This is what makes him hate thalhmanual labor as he himself comments
“all | am saying is that hard labor is bad for mank.”*° Thus, it is clear at the heart of

Johnny’s migration or escape lies his quest faxdan.

James is another black character who comes fromiksbackground as Mouse and
Johnny. In fact, he grew up in a slum and it isluetently that he managed to escape and
migrate to the town. Evidence from the novella shomat when addressing him, Johnny says:
“for about the past four years you have been tryinget the slum out of your syst&th.
What makes him different from other black characisrthat he tries to integrate himself in
the world of the whites, aiming to secure his gdireonomic comfort. Indeed, he never dares
to question PK'’s instructions, the head masterhef African Beat newspaper where they
work, about the way the newspaper reports shouldlrbehis respect, Johnny makes a
criticizing remark, “yourwriting bores me to death every single story leheead of yours is

about the happy little colored man and the coloMlalays™?

From all what preceded, it is clear thiégration is a recurrent theme in both
McBride’s and Head'’s works. In fact, characters'veiment from those restricted areas of the
blacks to white cities is similarly deciphered iotlb stories.We have Dennis and Mouse who
are motivated by their dreams. Then, Jordan andnjohlre seeking release from the social

pressure while Chicken Man and James are askingcfmmomic improvement. Besides, all of
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those characters are expecting an easy assimiletitime white industrial cities and better
opportunities as it is referred to in Steinberg’eras: the migration assumed messianic
overtones and the migrants saw themselves as dldgiypt for the Promised Land? So,

both of New York City and Cape Town City are regpety presented as promised lands for

the black characters ithe Color of WateandThe Cardinals

After analyzing the theme of the quest for freedonThe Color of Waterand The
Cardinals we conclude that both works are dealing with klelaracters who struggle in a
racial society that confine them in condensed amtarowded areas. In both works the black
characters are not allowed to possess land to setBufficiency. In the African Americans
case Steinberg argues tltfaey ‘were never included in the American Dredthat consecrate
the right of property as one of the fundamentakssitties to affirm ones freedom. In the case
of South African blacks, they are excluded from thdicies of improvement that the
government launched to improve the country’s econamd they are even dispossessed of
their properties as native settlers. As a result lthack characters undertake migration
movements to escape the harsh life they are leddingach the two cities of New York and
Cape Town. However, it is not as easy as the bthekacters expect. When they reach the
two cities, it is almost another experience of sacithey will have to face. The next chapter
will help to explain how the debate and the stragiglr freedom will be substituted by a

debate over their assimilation.
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Chapter two

The Blacks’ Struggle for Assimilation inThe color of Waterand The Cardinals
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The present chapter is devoted to distwesshieme of assimilation in the two workéie
Color of Waterandrhe Cardinals to uncover difficulties that black migrants hawet to
integrate in the white cities. As we have alreaxyl&ned, the sufferings of the blacks in their
restricted areas have encouraged them to considgation as a possible remedy for their
misery. But with reference to Steinberg’s theoryiniend to argue that it is almost another
journey of other sufferings that those black chiacare undertaking. In fact, white cities are
mainly industrial cities with harsh rules of emphognt especially when it comes to deal with
colored people. Such rules open the path for angfirestion that ishe persisting economic
inequality and theunofficial racism. Indeed, Stephen Steinbergargues that the Blagks a
excluded from the industrial work in the White egti Thus, this policy of exclusion makes
America looses the opportunitg assimilate the blacks into the mainstream economy and

give birth to the unofficial racisrh.

The white man tries to justify the petisig gap between the whites and the blacks
through scientific and ideological theories thattain the economic and cultural inferiority of
the latter and prevents them froassimilation in ‘a perverse multiculturalisi? This
conception of exclusion of the blacks from the reagam white society and its justification
by economic and cultural inferiority can also belaga to the South African context where
the blacks are struggling for assimilation in aistcthat takes the color of the face as a
political fundamental factor. Indeed the blackschpassports to enter white controlled areas
as stipulated by the Bantu Homelands Act in 1951 fwo novels under study, namdlige

Color of WaterandThe Cardinals,are reflecting those realities as we will argue.

1- Blacks and the Harsh Industrial Reality in White cities
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Once the black migrants have reached the whiiesdn search for freedom, they face
unexpected problems. The great wave of the Europeamgration in the case of America
and the persistence of the White supremacy’s idettse case of South Africa had an impact
on the employment practices that were based orstragsumption. A color line was
maintained by the employers and white employeedadn, they preferred the white labor
force to the black African one. This is highlightbg the unemployment problems of the
black characters in botfhe Color of WateandThe Cardinals

a. Blacks’ suffering from Unemployment in New York City

McBride tackles migration as a centralntieein The Color of Water for it is full of
instances that represent the lives of the migriantseir destined cities. The focus will be on
the black characters that flee the South to setttee North where the experience hardships
to get employed. From the 1940’s on to the 197R@ithern cities implement a policy of
exclusion from the mainstream economy against tlaekb. Steinberg claims théiThe
majority of African Americans languish on the frasgof the job market or outside the
jobmarket altogether and another generation of klgouth grow up in poverty.®As this
guotation suggests the result of the economic siaruwill be unemployment for the blacks
and poor living conditions.

Dennis is the first character who expereanracism after his migration to New York
around 1940’s. He wants to try music b{lt€] almost starved to death fooling around with
that music [...] they wouldn’t hire a black man fdéretorchestras or anything like that in
those days and he scuffled around and slept irhflapes.”*These words by Ruth explain
Dennis’ hard situation in trying to find a job asmasician. What saved him were his friends
from hometown in High Point, Curtis and Minnie Wafdey were well if compared to most
black characters and thédyused and fed whole families that had migratedm&rom High

Point.’ °In fact there are whole families who headed noettking release from the South but
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as Ruth’s description reveals; they were starvinddath as they could not afford themselves
anything to eat. In the case of Dennis there isvag to make a living at music, so he has
found a job as a leather-maker and artisan intafiagowned by Marry, Ruth’s aunt. She is a
Jewish white immigrant who came to the USA with famnily from Poland to flee the Nazi
persecution. Now, she owns a leather factory withhHusband who owns a shoe factory and
they are doing business with the richest womenew Nork like movie star8.In comparison

to them, Dennis and the other blacks have to warkli to save their lives and their families.
Besides, his marriage with Ruth highlights theanses of racism that can be observed from
the part of white men, who disgust the relationdieépveen a black man and a white woman.
At the marriage bureau, the clerks were very nastydid not want to write that papérlso
when Dennis got ill, Ruth took him to St Petersitad where they were welcomed with a lot
of stares and questions from the doctors and nuaskmg'who is h&’ and as she repliéise

is my husbaridthey just got so cold and disgustéd.

In a similar way, Jordan Hunter who fled thm Crow found himself struggling to get a
job in Chicago. Once there, he experienced harditons as it is said by Jamesi€ met up
with his brother Walter in Chicago, where he wasfled and pickpocketed from the time he
hit the town till the time he left® He worked in slaughter houses before moving upetoit
where he shined shoes with his brother Walter bardershop. After a short time, he moved
to Brooklyn, New York, where they made a living bglling illegal boozé? Thus, the
journey of the two brothers from Chicago to Browkiyncovers the poverty that the black
migrants endure in the white cities. We may ardwa tt can fit as an illustration to what

Steinberg refers to as the economic exclusionebthcks in the industrial white cities.

However, Steinberg claims that the exclusion of kiecks from the mainstream
economy is not exclusively the concern of the mitgaince it will result in the consecration

of another generation of black youths who grow mpaverty.** In The Color of Waterwe
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have the example of Dennis’ and Hunter’s childrdrovare suffering all along from racism
and poverty in New York City. James sayAs“a boy | was confused about issues of race but
did not consider myself deprived or unhappy. A®ang man | had no time or money or
inclination to look beyond my own poverty to disgowhat identity was**Obviously, this
quotation supports wha&teinberg claims about another generation suffering fromeptyw
Indeed, James and his brothers were leading a Igeoespecially after the death of their
father, Dennis. They hardly survived. The only thihat saved them was the food and clothes

that people sent to help théh.

Additionally, poverty is not the only pilem that faces the children’s generation but
there is also the persistence of the social ratigides drawn by the economic exclusion of
both their parents’ generation and theirs. Starfiogh school where they had to face racism
from both the teachers and their mates. James tlo&sone afternoon as the teacher
dutifully read aloud from our history book’s onegeaon ‘Negro history’, one in the back of
the class whispered ‘James is a nigger’ followedahypple of tittering and giggling across
the room.™ Then, they suffer from the bad treatment of thkcpdike in the case of James'’
brother, Richie. One day as he was walking in tinees with his friend, a group of boys
behind them have ditched a bag of heroin and wherpblice arrived they arrested Richie
just because they found ninety dollars in his poekel they did not even listen to him as he
tried to explain that it was his college- bank-iaaoney*> As James commentsp“the cops,

he was just another black perpetrator with a stanyd he was arrested and jailed®”

Those black children are also rejected gy white men. The grocery owner in St.
Albans is just one example among many others. Jalessribes him asa‘guff white man
who like many of the whites was on his way out @dlacks began to move in. he did not
seem to like black children’ He showed anger and disgust when he knew that, Ruthite

woman, is the mother of James, the black child. Woese came when James and his brothers
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moved to live in Delaware. They find themselved tbere. They|...] were shocked by the
racial division of the city and surrounding countyhere most of the black kids attended
understaffed and underfunded city schools whiletaghattended sparkling clean suburban
schools with fantastic facilities'® As we can deduce, the condition of education hosé
children of the 1970’s are the same ones with thelitions of education in Suffolk during
the 1920’s where schools are racially divided ashage already explained in the previous

chapter.

From analyzing the experience of Dennis, Huntemekand Richie with the harsh
rules of the white northern cities, we can say taBride’'s use of these characters is an
appropriate illustration to the theme of povertg, @tcome of the blacks’ suffering from

unemployment as it is conceived by Steinberg.
b. Harsh Employment Rules in Cape Town City

In theSouth African context the male characters who live in the slums work as
laborers in the town while women suffer from uneoyphent except for a few of them who
also work as servants in rich men houses; itesctse of Sarah who works in Ruby’s house.
People who manage to escape from the slums aresaltgects of exploitation and suffering.
The example of Mouse who has to obey PK’s ordevelg important. She even jumps into a
car of a man she does not know searching for a lvdheg to please her boss. At his return to
office, James has also to respond obediently ts Ri€tructions. He has to do this in order to
integrate the world of the whites. In fact, thisoisly possible if he forgets about his own
culture and adopts theirs. Accordingly, Johnny adsies James sayindpr‘ about the last
four years you have been trying to get the slunobybur system. When you eventually get it

out you are going to adopt Mozart and Bach and @fhag culture.™®
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Besides, the other example from the wbikt shows the blacks’ exclusion from the
mainstream economy lies in the story of the bladnmvho tries to help Mouse to find a
wheel chair to African Beat newspaper. The manntegzer how he could not transcend his
blackness and be a scientist dealing with atonsearch. His parents do not help him to
fulfill his dream because they are afraid of loasgrhim. He desperately saysam a black
doesn’t mean | couldn't be a scientigffis blackness also affects his work life. Indeeel, h
works in a hotel where he is a manager in taskbtuin name and wage. As it is explained by
Steinberg, a color line is drawn by both white emypls and employees. In fact, they
excluded the blacks from the industrial work prefey the European immigrants. This caused
poverty and made impossible social assimilatiorwa#i.?* Taking examples from Head's
novellaThe Cardinals a similar situation is to be found in the Soutfridan context. The
failure of the economic assimilation drove withaisocial assimilation. This social failure to
assimilate blacks is shown by Head through diffenestances. The most important is when
Johnny is so hesitant in accepting PK’s invitatiothe party to which he invites people from
both races. He even blames Mouse and does nothveartb go to the party saying to her,
“you might as well tell PK that you are coming te &illy party.”?* In fact, his description of
this party as silly is not uttered by him at randdmt it is intended to show that
intercommunication between blacks and whites isligeed and racial attitude between both
sides continues to exist. As explained by Steinbdrg exclusion of the blacks from the
mainstream economy caused their underclass statiesed, he does not like the way white

men behave with black women. James displays thewie observes,

“For Christ sake, Johnny. Why don’t you say yoyurst a racialist
and that PK is going to give a mixed party and onlyte men and
black women and a few white prostitutes and thatlyate the way
black women are suckers for white men and thatd/tiké to pose
as the defender of the black woman’s virtdé?”
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James also refers to black women'’s cruel realyiydy to convince himself that he is capable
of assimilating and cohabiting with blacks. Bug teality is that James is as racist as Johnny.

In fact, he also forbids this kind of parties ts tiife,

“you think of everything except the real issuesnds. Those you
avoid. Every man feels some sort of ownership lierwoman you
cares about. You don't take her because you caait to see her
leered at by men who think she comes cheap becsiuss

Black."**

So, it is clear from this quotation that the whitaitude toward the blacks is also racist and
causes blacks to react in a similar way; thatey #wvoid any kind of social contact with them.
Indeed, this contact that the whites try to mamtaia form of an unofficial racismwith the

anti discrimination treatment they pretend to prese

Once in the party, Mouse feels herself gfrange atmosphere as it is depicted by
Head,

“When the guests arrived, all friends and acquaitda of PK, they
gaily set about lighting a big fire and groupedus it, talking
and laughing. Somehow it unnerved her. The peo@ee\just a
meaningless blur and the way they walked in hidbhgd, false
voices, frightened hef®

Another instance that shows the failureamia assimilation of the blacks in white cities
because of their economic exclusion is that they still regarded aslaves This is clear
through PK’s harsh treatment of the three blacloreps James, Johnny and Mouse. He even
allows himself to call them “slaves"PK stuck his ginger round the door ‘Morning slaves
he says in a cheerful way® He also repeated the same label once he finistied h
conversation with themfihe Mouse, | think you’'d better take over thoseema notices from
James. He is piled up with work. Well get crackisves'?’ To this naming, the three
addressed black characters do not respond. Thiwsffiat Steinberg says in his theory that the

coming generation of the black American freedmdhcginsider themselves slaves that they

41



had never been in their lives as it is the caseheftwo women that he questioned in

Nicodemus during his visit there. They even easitgr the word mastef®

From all what has been said, the black hexdistrial reality in the migrated areas makes
their assimilation and integration impossible thiage. The black Americans ifihe Color
ofWater who joined cities seeking for industrial work hts face the harsh reality of
unemployment and low wages. America preferred Eemopimmigrants in its factories, a
thing that reduced the migration movement of tieedrblack southerners as it is explained by
Steinberdg?® Consequently, they had also to face segregatioverpy, social disorganization
and demoralization. The same thing is depictedhe Cardinalsas the black characters in
Cape Town City are exploited by their white bossovghows hypocrite sympathy toward
them but indeed he considers them as slaves. Hn@spng racism is an outcome of the
ideology of the white supremacists ideas that eelany assimilation of the blacks and

associates blackness with inferiority.
2- Economic Inequality and the Unofficial Racism

As we have previously argued, once the blacke neached the white cities they began
to experience the hardship of the industrial e outcome of such experience is a
widening economic disparitybetween the blacks and the whites and a persistitigm. In
fact, Steinberg maintains that the United Statese Hailed to assimilate the black African
Americans during the most expansive and prospepetsd in its history, the century after
the abolition slavery when emerged as an industrigénization, providing opportunity to
tens of millions of immigrants, and boasting thghsist standard of living in the worlt.
Society relies on arguments that sprung from sifienbheories to maintain the inferiority of
the blacks. Indeed, blackness is associated weHaitk of intelligence and thecultural

inferiority to justify the non assimilation of the blacks lre tmainstream economy. Steinberg
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Steinberg remarks also that such ideas receive xtnaoedinary reception irthe mass
media3' This represents a retreat to the struggle for ldguaetween the whites and the
blacks. We believe that this process of the justifon of the economic disparity Bgientific
racism and culture is also applicable in the South African contextvas will argue by
showing the affinities in the two works of McBridad Head, respectivelyhe color of Water
and The Cardinals We will depict the stereotypes that the white nuges to reinforce the

economic inequality and how media discourse playsdeain its popularization.
a. Reversion to Scientific Racism and Cultural Inferiaity

The failure of the Civil Rights revolution in efadting the inequalities between the
whites and blacks gave rise to racism and bad Isbelsavior, each feeding on the other.
According to Steinberg, this is the context of tteeent scientific racismFor him, the
increasing poverty of the blacks and the existemica permanent underclass is justified
through ideologied® They use the argument that intelligence existepeddently from the
environment. It is rather found in tigeneand constitutes a matter loblogical inheritance.
This is how they explain the fact that blacks ateupying the lower class of the society.In
fact, some groups- notably African- Americans- héweer average intelligence and this
genetic deficit explains why they occupy the lowasata of societ’In The Color of Water
it is crystal clear that the black characters avara of those racist scientific theories that are
used against them as it is shown in James’ words:

“Deep inside | knew that my old friend Chicken Mback in
Louisville was right.l wasn’t any smarter, or any wiser, or any
bolder than the cats on the Cornsw matter my brains or
potential” [and then he adds] “my sister told me severakgmou
have to choose between what the world expects ofaya what
you want for yourself.**

As the quotation suggests, the society does notatxipom a black child to be a talented

person or to excel in education. They are seemtasef criminals and drag sellers. Then he
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adds thatThose leaders are no better than their Jewishriterparts who spin statistics in
marvelous ways to make African- Americans look $ireages, criminals, drags on society,
and animals (a word quite popular when used to diescblacks these daysf>The same
thing happens for him in South Carolina when hee@rching for his grandfather. It was hard
for the white people to believe the story that shgss the child of a white woman. As he
tells:

[...JAny black man who loiters in front of a buildinipr a long

time looking it over is bound to draw suspicionnfracops and
others who probably think he’s looking for an enta so he can
climb in and steal something. Black males are tyoassociated
with crime in America, not with white Jewish motag?

Thesestereotypesare used against the blacks not only from the gfatte white man but
also from other ethnic groups like the Jewish wame to America as immigrants, and now
occupy highest status just because of the coldneaif face. It is one of the major causes for
which Steinberg rejects the celebration of the igramts’ success and their children because
their success is then cited as proof that blaaks tlae requisite social and cultural capital that
have allowed immigrants to claw their way out ofery>’

The belief that blacks are inferior by nature soadustained by another belief which states
that blacks areulturally inferior . In Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw’s theory Bface, Reform
and Retrenchmen®000), we read that the subordination of the kdlas rationalized by a
series of stereotypes and beliefs that made tbeiditons appear logical and natural and this
includes a modern belief in cultural inferiority thie blacks which justifies all forms of racial
discrimination®® This idea goes hand in hand with Steinberg’s piwe of how the white
man tries to justify his superiority over the bladk In The Color of Waterthe evidence is
mainly depicted when James, the main charactegueners the Dawson’s, white couple who
is supposed to pay for his travelling to Europehviiite American Jazz Band. For paying back
the money he should work for them on weekends amthgl the summer. For one long year,
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Mrs. Dawson tries to change all his behavior. Sladen him dressed in a suit and bow tie
that she loans hiff. She has alsottied to correct what she considered to be [hisjopo
speech and manners, which [he] did not like at'#iBhe turns him into classical composers
and literary writers. In trying to correct the bfamoy’s behavior the couple is only confirming
the white man’s belief in the cultural inferioribf the blacks. Evidence is also found in the
treatment thaamesreceives in hischool In fact, they obliged him to dance as black stars
do even though he does not know how to dance agnl titiey mock at him, as it clearly

appears in his sayings:

| was stuck at thatvhite schoolwith white classmates who are
convinced | could dance like James Brown [...] Idrte convince
them that | couldn’t dance [but] the white kidssahool did not
believe me. [He is obliged to pretend that he cancd like the
black stars but even with efforts to please thdin] @an get is the
derision on their faces, the clever smiles, lauglahthe oddity of
it and | felt the same ache | felt when | gazedabthe boy in the
mirror. | remembered him, and how free he was, landted him
even more.*?

Scientific racism is also one of the concerns oadie novella,The Cardinals It can be
explained in relation to education and how bladksexcluded from it. As we have already
mentioned in the above chapter, children of thenslare deprived of education. Mouse has to
flee from the slum around The National Road to blke & have three little yearssahool
She has also to rely on herself to improve herllésiee even accepts to live with Johnny in
his house for the same reason. &fycation seems to be a dream for the black population in
South Africa and illiteracy is dominant among ieople. In fact, the old man to whom Mouse
owes her first contact with letters and words & ahly person in the slum who is able to read
and write. Although a drunkard person he is, heery respected by people of the slum. The
reason is that he is able of what they are not &bl&hey always have recourse to him to
write their letters. They also need him to underdtthe letters they receive. Thus, they are

intellectually dependent to this person. This esido is seen as a legitimate one since black
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people’s inferiority is regarded as a matter ofeggand not a matter of construction as it is
advocated by Murray and HerrnsteinTihe Bell Curve Mouse (Meriam), an intelligent she
is, child she notices how the old man always redieshe letter book to write his letters. She
also manages with his help to write her name sgbéaég She even succeeds to understand
the story book she found in the refuse dump. T proof of what Steinberg explains in his
theory todiscredit the assumption of the biological racisnwhich places black people at the
bottom considering them as an inferior race, inbégaf rational thinking. Another instance
that supports Steinberg’s view in Head’s novellavieen the black man who wanted to help
Mouse to find a wheel chair tells his story abastdream tdoecome a scientiswhich is not
realized because of his blackness. Indeed, he estidpis atomic research due to biackness
that he could not transcend. He later on exprdsse®grets as he realizes that his blackness
(biologically speaking) has never been a causeobfbecoming a scientist. In his terms:
“Because | am a black that did not mean | could beta scientist.*®* So, what prevent him
from fulfilling his dream to become a scientispiglitical and socialrather than biological as

he confirms in his saying:

my parents wererich and could have afforded to send me out of
the country to study, but myother wanted to possess meshe
knew | would never come back. My father was texdfiat the
thought of a black man wanting to reach out beylishlackness,
or so it was for him.[...] It is hard to accept tleeff that all a man
aspires to is athe mercy of power-politics andthe irrational,
chaotic, wayward rule of mafi.

As far aseconomyis concerned, it is apparent from Head’'s noveflat tthe blacks are
economicallyinferior and dependent to the whites. Steinberg in hisryhéaxuses on the
economic inequality as a basis of all forms of abdiscrimination between blacks and
whites. This economic inequality is of great sigi@hce because it widens the gap between
the two races at different levels in a continuagess. In fact, it is this continual process of

theeconomic disparitythat makesacism from which the blacks suffer an unofficial one. In
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this perspective, many instances are to be foutikdemovella. Life in the slums is a deprived
one in comparison to that of the nearby cities pamliby the whites who are characterized by
high standards of living. Moreoveservitude and subordination are restricted to the black
population. In contrasteadership and patronage (mastership) are reserved for the whites.
The latter pretend to be of great heart full of lammm and generosity. An example of this in
the novella is when PK refuses to get Mouse fifslit is described by Heatia white boss
who feels great playing father to sweet young ienb¢hing.”. Another instance is to be
found in the government policy trying to move peopf the slums to the built townships that
Johnny qualifies as hell from hell and organizeadgr camps. The reason is that the economy
of South Africa is based arheap labor. So, the laborers cannot afford to pay forrdrs of
township houseswith their cheap incomes. Thus, it is better toer to live in slums that
cost them nothing than in township houses which twam more they can afford on their

incomes. In Johnny’s terms:

“the new townships are just another hell from hEK. They're

organized prison camps. On the overage, incomesatew that
the people can hardly afford to pay these so callérleconomic
rentals. They live from day to day in fear of beohggged before
the rent courts. Those who try to supplement th@omes by
illicit liquor and other shady deals are constaitunded out by
the cops. A cop can enter the home any time thedngets him.
And what chances are there of raising the wagesstarttlard of
living when the economy of this country is basedcheap labor?
It used to cost a man nothing to live in shacks islum. Now it
costs him more he can afford on his income to likea

township.*®

This fits what Steinberg assumes when considefi@geiconomic inequality as a basis of
blacks’ inferiority not what the whites refer to asientific and cultural inferiority in their
ideologies to justify and legitimate their supremac

b. Media Discourse as a Reinforcement of Racism

Steinberg has introduced the example of Richaedridtein’s and Charles Murray’s
book The Bell Curvelt is a book that is based @tientific racism and stipulates that the

blacks are destined to remain on the curve of tleee/, so any ameliorative social policy is
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doomed to failure. Indeed, this book, that helpeetoforce the White’s stereotypes about the
blacks, has been well received by the mass ried&tereotypesbout the blacks are
generalized and widely spread not only by word ajuth but also through images in
television, movies newspapers music, comic books, talk shows, pseudo- scientédsearch
and evertext-books These media make stereotypes, whose disseminaéisronce confined

to oral transmission from one person to anothegmsenore like factual knowledge than
personal opiniof® In The Color of WaterJames McBride has introduced the role of media as
a means to reinforce racism and to perpetuateténeatypical images of the blacks. First, it is
in Ruth’s comment about the/ news treatmentof the blacks that we can find evidence. In
fact she pinpoints one of the crucial issues oé that is the depiction of the black man as a
villain on TV news and shows. She tells her sonekarth don’t care what theghow on TV
thesestupid boyswith guns and these murderers they show on thes.n€aose aren’t the
majority. Most blacksare peaceful and trusting. That's why they’re madeol of so easy®

As this quotation suggests, the television helpshape wrong images on the blacks and

reinforces the white people’s stereotypes aboutksléeing all criminals.

In addition to the TV, we haveinemaas another media that helps to shape and reinforce
the inferiority of the blacks. As we can deducerirdames’ words, he has witnessed this kind
of racism. He saysl saw the guys in thenovies white men like Steve McQueen and Paul
Newman who beat the bad guys and in the end goprétgy girl- who, incidentallywas

always white.>°

Moreover,racism during the 1970’s and 1980’s is also a produchafiazines.The latter
is considered as a media that has a great influenskaping the individuals beliefs. In the
novel, James has read an article where it is \edetw the children from parents of different
origins as tragic mulatto. As a young boy, he does not understand what @ntnand asked

for more details from his mother as we can seesispeech:

48



One afternoon | came home from school and corn&étechmy
while she was cooking dinner. Ma, what is a tragiclatto? |
asked .anger flashed across her face like lightind her nose,
which tends to redden and swell in anger, blewikg & balloon.
Where'd you hear that? She asked. | read it inakbbor God’s
sake, you're no tragic mul- What book is this? dubok | read*

It is obvious from this quotation that the ster@ety about the blacks are well received by the

media. They constitute a field that helps the pgagpian and the continuity of racism.

As far as the use of media discourse as reinfornewferacism inThe Cardinals it is first
shown in the editorial line of thafrican Beat newspaperwhich tries to reshape the racial
reality of South Africa by glorifying the governnt&npolicy with blacks. As Mohamed, one
of the black characters in the novella, saysu‘people do crazy business there. No one wants
to buy African Beat from my shop anymore. Theyitsayke out that the non-whites bad.
We have also the relation 8K, the head officer, with the three black reportéts.always
treats them aslaves He even pushes them to write things differeninfi@ality which they
have to accefdb secure their jobs To hide reality and say it otherwise is an exaydlthe
unofficial racism. They try always to give a goldemage to the harsh and dirty reality that
the blacks live. An example of this is when Pk sefi to publish Johnny’s report about
townships because it gives a faithful depictiotifefthere which is not much better than that
of the slums. PK suggests another report that defoeality. Indeed, when he reads Johnny’s
report, he repliesare you crazy? The head office will never takesthi told you to take
human interest side: “Mrs Kumalo lived in a hovdll fzer life. She never knew what it was
like to have a kitchen,privacy® Besides, PK always tries to show his sympathy tds/¢he
blacks though in reality he does not do any effoitelp them. This is apparent when Johnny
addresses him sayintSorry, PK, | am not a supporter of the governmeétfTo which PK
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responds’You don’t have to talk that way. You know | amyaur side”>” To this answer

Johnny gives us Head'’s opinion about the situatioough his commentfor Christ’'s sake,
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PK. We don’'t need your sympathy yahite leftists and sympathizers are the greatest
supportes of thestatus quo If you are so worried about freedom and justioe the
underdog why don’t you go and convert your whitetheers and sisters who are causing all
this mess antkave us aloné>°*So it is clear from these quotations that the sympthat PK
and other whites show is a false one. They newertdrdo real actions that help black
population to gain their freedom from racial normusd practices that keep them from

reaching full citizenship.

All in all, what we have seen are examples of hbe/ mass media can be used and
contribute to the production and the well receptwdmacist ideas and theories in both New
York City and Cape Town City. Steinberg contests tise of use of media as means of
propagation for the racist ide3dsThis makes him argue that race history obserepéttern

of two steps forward and one step batk.

From the analysis of the themeassimilation of the blacks in white cities, we came to
conclude that once the migrants have reached Naw @ity and Cape Town City, they find
themselves struggling against different forms aism, ranging from economic problems to
social ones. In fact, the two White Cities are aebtarized by harsh rules of employment that
are based on racist assumptions. We have depietedifficulties that black migrants have
met to integrate. Indeed, Dennis, Hunter and evisnchildren have undertaken another
journey of suffering from the color line establidh@ employment. Likely, black characters,
Mouse, Johnny and JamesTihe Cardinalshave experienced thacial exclusionfrom the
mainstream economy Moreover,racism in both novels isa continuing processand the
economic gap between the whites and the blacks tils vgidening becauseboth
societiesAmerica and South Africa, have made referencieléology in order to justify the
increasing poverty of the blacks. It has been redethat in both novels, the white men

associate blackness wittriminality and lack of refinement They developstereotypes

50



about the black people and uses the media as asneaweinforce these racist stereotypes

about the blacks being criminals andturally inferior to maintain the white supremacy.

Endnotes

! Stephen SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroadsn Theories of Race and Racism,,ddes
Back and John Solomos (New York: Routledge, 20864,

2 |bid., 568.

® Stephen Steinberbleoliberal Immigration Policy and Its Impact on is&n Americans23 Notre
Dame J.L. Ethics & Pub. Pol'y (2009): 4.

< http://scholarship.law.nd.edu/ndjlepp/vol23/iss1/8

4 James McBrideThe Color of Wate(New York: Riverhead Books, 199d)94.
> Ibid.

® Ibid.

" Ibid., 236.

® Ibid., 143.

®Ibid., 121.

% Ibid., 120- 121.

! SteinbergNeoliberal Immigration Policy and Its Impact on is&n Americans04.
12McBride, The Color of Water261

“lbid., 245.

“Ibid., 89.

“lbid., 97.

"lbid.

Y Ibid., 102.

*® Ibid., 180.

*Bessie HeadThe Cardinal§USA: Heinemann, 1995), 16.
?%bid., 103.

21 SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroads64.

2 Head,The Cardinals 80.

“|bid.

*Ibid., 81.

*Ibid., 82- 83.

51



?® |bid., 29.

*" |bid., 80.

8SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroad§63.
# |bid., 564.

*bid., 565.

* |bid., 567.

*bid., 568.

%% |bid., 567.

3"McBride, The Color of Waterl61.
*bid., 104.

% |bid., 220.

3" SteinbergNeoliberal Immigration Policy and Its Impact on isan Americans 215.
38 Kimberlé Williams CrenshawRace, Reform and Retrenchniei Theories of Race and Racism
ed, Les Back and John Solomos(New York: Routledg8020654.

% SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroads67).
“McBride, The Color of Water184.

*'bid., 185.

*?Ibid., 105.

“*Head,The Cardinals103.

“Ibid.

** Ipid., 25.

% Ibid.

“" SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroadss8.

“8 Kawame Anthony Appiah and Henry Louis Gates Jr, &fficana: The Encyclopedia of the African
and African- American Experience (New York: Basiwi@s Books, 1999), 1584 .

9 McBride, The Color of Watefl 10.
*pid., 91.

*!Ibid., 92.

*2 Head,The Cardinals 30.

> Ibid., 19.

*bid.

% |bid.

*% Ibid.

52



> SteinbergAmerica Again at the Crossroads567.
%8 |bid.

53



V.General Conclusion

Though from different backgrounds, the Americanter James McBride and the South
African writer Bessie Head show a similar expereencappropriating the canon of literature
as a means to denounce the effects of racism aadhgd on the black communities. As two
contemporary writers, they are experimenting wité identity of the blacks by depicting the
meaning of blackness in the two societies of Anaeand South Africa. Such experiences are
the source from which the stories of the two worke Cardinalsand The Color of Water

stem from.

The equation of blackness and migration ih#te core of our dissertation have disclosed
how land is important to assert the blacks’ freedeomd how their economic exclusion has
played a major role in the failure of a possiblsi@dation both socially and economically in
the two societies. Both works shed light on théufai of the governments’ policies to find a
solution to black racism as it is referred toAimerica Again at the Crossrogdfie USA and
South Africa have lost several opportunities toepdfor racism. The dispossession of the
blacks from land owning in the USA and the exprafon of the South African blacks from
their land keep them from reaching freedom anddititenship. This was at the basis of their
migration movement in quest for freedom that theyuld never enjoy as they have to the

present day face another problem in the migratedsawhich is that of assimilation.

By transposing the African- Americans exeece with racism to that of the South
African blacks we have reached that the issue ofsma is still the concern of the two
contemporary societies. Racism is a continual p®dteat takes the form of pseudo- scientific
theories that justify a reference to ideology idesrto maintain the black subordination and
the white supremacy. In fact, as Steinberg assuthegparamount truth is that these nations

have never had the political will to address tiseiésof racism until forced by the evehts.
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Our dissertation does not tackle all the issuesrédate the two worksThe Color of Water
and The Cardinals Our investigation had as its concern the depictd the migration
movement triggered by the policy of exclusion maimeéd by the government. We believe
that a study of the black movements as a reactiothése policies would be of great
significance to highlight the impact of racism oimarities and to suggest how an effective

mounting pressure is necessary for change in thestwieties, America and South Africa.
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