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Abstract

The aim of this research paper is to study Scd#gErald’s Tender
isthe Night through its historical perspective, and the wayeflects the
Roaring Twenties period. In order to analyze thisbfematic, we made an
appeal to the theory dilew Historicism. By the applied theory, we have
deduced thatender is the Nigh{1934) reflects mainly the twenties period. In
fact, that period was characterized by a rapid gbhawithin the American
society. The last began to lose its traditionalugal Moreover, Scott
Fitzgerald, with his modernist style, uses idealrebters within ideal settings
to show the real image of the American societyrduthe 1920’s. And through
the different relationships between the charactdrgdhe novel, Fitzgerald
success to show the real behavior of the Ameridansg that period. Through
all this, we have deduced that American peoplendutihat period gave more
importance to wealth and money rather than mortadity they did everything
just to satisfy their needs and personal goalzgerald also shows that people
who should be considered as heroes were neglédtedefore, their life lost its
value and meaning; and this is seen through seeheahcters as Abe North.
Finally, we can say thafender_is_the Night(1934) elicits its value and
importance through its historical context, andithportant events that account
about an important period of the American history.




I-Introduction

Tender _is _the Nightis a modernist novel published by the great Amearinavelist

Francis Scott Fitzgerald in 1934. It describes @ugrof wealthy American expatriates who
live in the French Riviera during the “Roaring Twies” or the “Jazz Age” (Grellet,

1987:210). The majority of these expatriates whatvte Paris during that period were young
and brilliant writers. Gertrude Stein called theifhé Lost Generation” or “The Post War

Generation” (Cuncliffe, 1993:224)

After the publication of Scott FitzgeraldBender is the Night(1934), many writers

and critics took from the novel subjects of theiifedlent comments. Matthew Bruccoli

publishedThe Composition of Tender is the Nigh{963).In the novel, he claims that the

readers offender is the Nightconsider it as an anachronistic hang-over fromtienties.

The story accounts about socio-political prejudisang flash back structure. The readers also
reject Fitzgerald’s attitudes and his escapismottias tracts, and they believe that he is a
victim of “Jazz Age” characteristics (Bruccoli, 189). Broccoli adds that Fitzgerald was a
popular figure, but he was never a popular novalistis lifetime. On one hand, the reader of

Tender is the Nighttan discover and elicit the different featureshef Roaring Twenties, but

on the other hand, the novel is not well —structp@nd it does not give much references.

Bruccoli argues that F Scott Fitzgerald fails asaernist writer. (lbid, 4).

Another critic ofTender_is the Night(1934) is brought by the same critic (Matthew

Broccoli) in his Stories of F. Scott (1954ruccoli claims that the reader d&nder _is the

Night feels that Fitzgerald is thinking of his own |dering the Jazz Age when he is writing
the novel because he was a victim of that era. @oinmg this matter, Fitzgerald himself said:

“If I had anything to do with creating the mannefsontemporary American girls, | certainly



made a botch of the job”. He also said: “I domiblw whether Zelda and | are real or whether

we are characters in one of my novels” (Bruccd@54:18).

In addition, Malcolm Cowley also gives another eiffint opinion about théender is
the Night He believes that the novel deals with the fashhbm life of the 1920S.Most

reviewers offender are the Nigh{1934) argue that it belongs to the bad old dayerbehe

crash.(lbid,2). However, according to Cowley, Famd is classifies among the best realistic
writers. With his modernistic style, he makes tbader feels a kind of nostalgia towards the

Jazz Age which influenced Fitzgerald. (Ibid)

Issue and Hypothesis:

After having a look at the different reviews that anade aboutender is the Night

(1934) we have noticed that most critics agree thas ia ipsychological novel more than
something else. Our intention, however, is to théd a novel that accounts about historical

events using literary aspects. Our hypothesis study it from a new historicist perspective.

Outline:

In order to give our work a methodological dimensiare are going to divide it into
four parts. The first one will be devoted to thetimoel and materials. In other words, we are
going to give an overview about our theory then shall provide a brief historical

background off ender is the Nigh{1934) which is the Roaring Twenties. In the sekcpart,

we will show our findings and the reached resuhsthe discussion section, we will try to
read and interpret the novel from the New Histsti@pproach. Finally, we will bring a

general conclusion for our work.



[I-Method and Materials

1-Method: (The Theory)

In order to develop the mentioned issue, we havdenaa appeal to New Historicism
theory. It helps us to show how the writer's timéeeted his works, and how this work

reflects its time in all domains.

New Historicism provides a critical interpretatioh literary works of art. The new
critics consider a literary text as an autonomonttye They are specious of history and
consider the discipline as the enemy of literatuneaddition, texts cannot be read and
understood in isolation. The new historicists engm& that literary texts must be read and

interpreted in their biographical, social and histal context.

(Narendra Fiwary; Chand009:79)

Literature is not simply a product of history, biuactively participates in the making
of it. Instead of being untouched by the historiceiments of its creation, the literary text is
directly involved in history. It is always part ofiuch wider cultural, political, social and

economic consideration.

New historicists situate the literary text in itentext and recover as far as possible the
repressed, contradictory or unknown historical nmegsor historicity of the text, and then
examine the relationship between historical anducaill meanings of the text. A literary text
therefore, is a product of its negotiation withtbrg and cultural exchange which becomes an
interesting site for the new historicists. Obvigushistory cannot be understood without

having knowledge of its historical context. Litenst and history are inseparable.

(Ibid, 82-83)



New Historicism is literature read history, espégiaultural history. The main impact
of historicist study of literature “Text collectibim both formalist literally study where texts
are typically restricted occasional autobiograptaesl essays, and historical, political and
governmental documents may be read as literarys testiere historical literary studies
continue to dominate reading. New Historicism oanbined interest in textuality of history
or the historicity of texts. It involves an intefisd willingness to read all of the intention
traditionally conferred only on literary texts. Théore, New Historicism embodies
“paradox”. It is an approach to literature in whitlere is no privileging of the literary. A new
historical theory essay will place the literaryttethin the frame of non-literary text. New
Historicists themselves repeat the marginalizatibthe disruptive elements accomplished by

the disruptive practices they analyze. (Veeser ldaf®89: 37).

2- Materials (Historical context):

The Roaring Twenties in America were characteribgdseveral features of social
change due to the entrance of America to WWI in71%merican people were disappointed
by their president Woodrow Wilson and his plang thiad to bring peace to the country. This
failure brought many changes to the American geioerahat follows the war. At the end of
the twenties, several problems combined to trighgerGreat Depression that began in 1929.

(John Sloan, 1928:606)

Fitzgerald’'sTender_is _the Night(1934) tells an ill-fated love affair between two

wealthy expatriates flitting between the Frenchi®a and Switzerland. None of them has a
firm idea of what they are supposed to do in thigyr but they insist to be important figures
within society. The protagonist Dick Diver left Amea arriving at Zurich when a war was
raging across Europe. He was studying in Viennahaabla firsthand experience in wheat. He

is largely unaffected on a personal level by the aval its consequences. Europe at that time



was recovering from the devastating effects of Waitlions of Europeans were killed and
entire cities were ruined. During the decade inclhthe book was published, Europe as a

whole was still working to reconstruct the negat¥iects of the war.

During the Twenties, the American artists andtess challenged the traditional
ideas. They searched for new ideologies and mothexories. The majority of them were
disillusioned by the values of American’s new mialéstic society. They blamed bad
business men and Hollywood for creating an angHettual society. As a result, they left the
United States to live in Paris as expatriates,ihglfo launch one of the most creative periods
in American art and literature in the™6entury. Gertrude Stein, an American writer living
Paris, described the young expatriates as ‘The Gasteration’. She also said that Ernest
Hemingway is one of the best examples of theseekgriand a mirror of the American life of
the period. Influenced by his experience in Italyidg World War |, Hemingway became a
modernist writer with ideal characteristics. Thegongéy of those writers were disappointed by
the social values of that society, and they watdechallenge and to reshape it, among them
were William Faulkner, Scott Fitzgerald, James Bleurand Sinclair Louis. All these writers
and others founded new styles and methods of gritamd they created new ideologies and
methods of thinking within the American society.dkkén G. Harding, 1920:720_743).

In addition, fashion changed during the 1920’s. \@arshortened their hair, they were
flesh colored silk stocking and were known as ‘Bls’. The latter were care free women
who smoked, drank and practiced sex in a casuahenaiihe hair style of the decade in the
1920’s was not typically accepted in American stycibecause of its association with

prostitution that became for the first time extrémopular. (John Sloan, 1928:613-614).

Moreover, the period of the Twenties was a timaeXual liberation and the spread of

lesbian girls. Women began to practice abnormalaiy.



After that, the phenomenon of homosexuality appkate was perhaps the most
controversial sexual activity of that period. Is@s$ed to destroy the American society, and to
make a total break with its culture and traditiodemosexuality made also a social disorder

in family life as the father-son, and father-mothadations. (Ibid: 615).

Then, new social values emerged with theifigpadf new fashions and chemical
dyes. It was difficult to determine what sociallgcaptable, clothes became a new means of
identity and social expressions during that perpmbple of the upper class controlled society.
People were not influenced by other's competenam$ educational values, but by their
social class. From the lowest working class tohighest upper one, the values differ. People
began to give more importance to wealth and moather than morality. The rich worked to
ameliorate their business, and to stay among thieehiclass, while the poor tried to benefit

from the rich to raise their social level and tang&spect.

Moreover, people’s spirit and behavior during tiverities was associated with new
and modern theories and a total break with tragstiorhose years represent a period when
alcohol and speakeasies were spread. Those spieske&se characterized by the spread of
different kinds of drugs, alcohol, Jazz music ahd tlappers who dance at night. Several

gangs went to speakeasies just to practice theinbss.

During the twenties, many events and happeningsirceet within the American
society and a new morality was established. Onahe hand, women got their sexual
liberation, on the other, there was a spread adlsgasies, alcohol, bootleggers, and different
crimes and illegal business. Although it was difficthe government tried to make an end for

such situation by creating several acts and lavesthe Prohibition Act in 1919.

As far as the topic of movies is concerned, it mwWn that the Golden Age of

Hollywood began in 1927.Audiences began to see natals as Mary Pickford, Charlie



Chaplin and Tom Mix. The movies of Hollywood of 182 were a window of the world, and

discuss different subjects and special events.

Finally, we have already said that the Jazz Age was known by the spread of the
most dangerous gangs and criminals. Bootleggerstiped illegal business; organized
crimes; smuggled and practiced alcohol and drugnbss. The Italian Al Capone was the

most famous gangster of that period.

From all the illustrations below, we can say tlingt Roaring Twenties was a period of
rapid change and clashing values. The Americaregowas losing its traditional values and
beliefs. The Americans of that era embraced newlddges, associated with an ideal lifestyle
and the pursuit of individual goals. All this led the great depression in 1929.And as a

reference to all this, Scott Fitzgerald in his dolender is the Night(1934) illustrates most

of the characteristics and social changes thatdraggpin America during the Twenties.



IlI-Results

Throughout this dissertation, we tried to studytS€ttzgerald’'sTender is theNight

(1934) through a historical perspective, and thg waeflects the Roaring Twenties period.
To reach this aim, we used the theoryNefv Historicism. By doing so, we have reached the

following results :First, we have deduced thander is the Nightis a mirror of the real life

during the 1920’s.Giving each character an idekd, ieitzgerald shows the real behavior of

American people and their intentions in life attttiae.

Second, Fitzgerald uses Dick Diver as a centraladher and gives him an important
role in the novel. Dick is represented as an inégliate between the other characters of the
narrative, and also between our present time aadoérniod of the novel story. Moreover,
through the relation between Dick and Nicole, wscdver the importance of wealth and

money that was spread during the Twenties.

Third, and through some important characters sgcBaby Warren, Rosemary Hoyt
and Tommy Barban, we have deduced that the Amescarety lived a period of rapid
change and clashing values. All this led to worsenbehavior of people who began to give
more importance to wealth and power rather tharafitpr They did everything just to satisfy
themselves and to realize their personal goalsurm, people who should be considered as
heroes on the image of Abe North who sacrificedreatgpart of his life for his country,

became alcoholic and hopeless people with no prsgoal in life.

Finally, we discover that the importance Ténder _is _the Nightis illustrated in its

historical context. All the events and settingshef novel make from it a historical narrative.
It gives a real image of the American society dgiiihe twenties period. And without these
events, the novel loses its meaning as one of the¢ iMmportant and a referenced novel to the

American literature.



IV- Discussion:

The Roaring Twenties were marked by great chang@lynat the level of economy,
politics and society. This decade was called bydeitald the Jazz Age or The Era of
Excess...etc. After the end of the First World Warpple from different parts of the world
came to America in great numbers, a fact thatdetthé disintegration of the American dream
and society. The period was also marked by a gteatge in people’s behavior. Most of the
writers of that period were affected by that changeerefore, they went to depict the Era in
their works. F. Scott Fitzgerald is one of the esgntative writers of that period. He sought to

describe an image of that time in his works.

1-The Lost Generation:

The Twenties knew the emergence of many young atidt writers such as Ernest
Hemingway, William Faulkner, Ezra Pound and Scattderald. This group of expatriates
went to France just to search for better life, argkn they regained home, they found their

country deeply transformed. (Cuncliffe, 1993:4)Irender is the Night(1934), Scott

Fitzgerald celebrates the writers known as “Thet l(®sneration” through Dick Diver who,
after marrying Nicole, goes to live in the Frendhi&a. Once in Paris, they meet a group of
wealthy Americans who leave America searching &itdr situation and life style. Moreover,
there is North family including the ancient warridbe North and his wife Marry; there are
also the Mc Kiscos; Tommy Barban; the beautifuregss Rosemary and his mother; and
Baby Warren who is Nicole’s sister. All these cltéeas and others, develop several relations
that reflect important and realistic events thapdemed in America during the Roaring
Twenties. The Lost Generation defines a sense olntoss and aimlessness apparent in
literary figures during the 1920’s.The First Wowhr seemed to have destroyed the idea that

if you acted virtuously, good things would happktany good and young men went to war



and died, or returned home either physically or talgnwounded. Therefore, they had no
hopes or wishes, but they were lost. All this shdiat the author was influenced by the
characteristics of that era. With a modernistic vedywriting, Fitzgerald accounts for the
historical events lived by those expatriate writar&aris during the twenties. In this context,

Fitzgerald said:

" | was only talking big. Every-thing’s just startj over. Most of the Americans in
France are Frantic to get home, but not me -I draktary pay all the rest of the year
if I only attend lectures at the university. Howtsat for a government on the grand
scale that knows its future great men? Then I'mgdiome for a month and see my
father. Then I'm coming back —I've been offereah.] (Fitzgerald, 1934:24)

2-Abnormal Sexuality:

In addition, Tender_is_the Night (1934Rbounds with examples of abnormal or

perceive sexuality as it is spread during the twesntin the novel, Fitzgerald attempts to
portray the effects of resistance of the femina@awf culture. At the beginning of the novel,
we meet Louis Campion and Royal Dumphry who seelmetin a homosexual relationship.
Dick threats Francisco, another homosexual young mvho also seems to have been
involved with Royal Dumphry. Moreover, Mary NorthdCaroline Silbey-Biers turn out to
be lesbians. They flirt and kiss each other onctieek. Baby Warren flirts with men without
any intention of marrying them. She also makes redations in a casual manner. Dick’s
relationship with Nicole seems to be worsened. Dinga falls in love with Rosemary who is
half his age. Although she is Nicole’s friend, dletrays her with her husband. Tender is
the Night (1934), we can easily notice the spread of abnlosaruality. Fitzgerald has given
several illustrations to account about the sexbat&tion and the spread of crazy ideas during
the Jazz Age. In this context, Fitzgerald illustgathe feminizing culture through several
expressions as it is the case in this quotatidfr. Dumphry, a tow headed, effeminate man

remarked: ‘Mama Abrams is a plot in herself;" anahion shook his monocle at him saying: Now,

Royal, don't be too ghastly for words.” (Fitzgerald, 1934: 71)

10



3-The loss of social values:

Concerning the loss of social values during the fities, the American society seems
to be materialistic. People began to give more nt@pae to wealth, money and power rather
than morality. Scott Fitzgerald, within his novellustrates several examples from the
American behavior during that period .The readerth& narrative may discover all this
through several characters and the different oelatiips between them. Baby Warren,
because of her father’'s power, represents a hags shoman. Baby is not intelligent enough
or well-educated like some other characters. Howeshee feels superior and more powerful.
She practices business and gains a power and Hitdtyle only because she is rich and
beautiful enough. Nicole is not as beautiful asyBamnd she is mentally wounded. However,
she is still important because she is rich andrgEao the upper class. Rosemary, who
represents a young beautiful actress, is not relBaby or Nicole, but, because of her
interesting job, she gains respect. In his ture, glotagonist, Dick, represents the working
class. He is not rich, but intelligent and well-edted. He is a brilliant psychiatrist who works
in a Swiss Sanatorium. Like most of the Americahshat age, he wants to be rich and to
gain respect. Therefore, he marries the rich Nigolerder to benefit from her situation as an
upper class woman. Thus, Fitzgerald and with hisleno and realistic style, illustrates the
real image of the American society, and the sogdlies that were spread over the country

during the Roaring Twenties. The reader Tdnder_is_the Night(1934) discovers the

importance and the power of people of the uppesscldhey used to control society and to

impose their ideologies over it. To illustrate,zZgierald said:

“For a moment she entertained a desperate ideallimigt him how rich she
was, what big houses she lived in, that reallywsas a valuable property_ for
a moment she made herself into her grandfather,V&aren, the horse
trader.” (Fitzgeral®34:39)

11



4-Speakeasies and alcohol:

The word “Speakeasy” came to mean “People wereaagupto speak easy when at a
bar’. Speakeasies were big sections of an estamdish that were used for illegal
selling for alcohol drinking during the Prohibitidra. Some speakeasies were Similar
to today's clubs, as there were singing and jazZopeances. Speakeasies often
featured Jazz bands playing within their walls, #melflappers would dance at night.
To enter in the hidden bar, and got paid a findifpqmeople have to use passwords and
code expressions. Speakeasies were found everywhé@merica and Canada. They
were established because of tielstead Act (1920) by which the Prohibition of
alcohol is enforced. Not long after that act is, pgople started hustling alcohol into
illegal and concealed saloons, and they felt thelrie indulge in alcohol. Therefore,
many gangsters and criminals found hustling illdgadiness a very profitable act, and
they used those speakeasies markets for theialillegsiness. (Warren G. Harding,

1920:728-729). Inrender _is the Night(1934), Fitzgerald gives several illustrations.

For instance, this new morality is seen on the naigAbe North who represents the
alcoholic man of the story. After returning frometAmerican war, where he lost his
best friend, he lives a kind of nostalgia and reg¢pethe war days. He becomes an
alcoholic man who prefers to pass a great partioftime drinking alcohol within
speakeasies and ideal bars. The protagonist afdhel, Dick, becomes alcoholic. He
is a man of almost limitless potential who makessfttal decision to marry a rich and
beautiful, but mentally ill woman. Once their mage fails, he ultimately sinks into
despair and alcoholism. In addition to this, tleh rand beautiful Baby Warren prefers
to benefit from her situation as a high class wontme drinks alcohol, dances in
speakeasies and also makes different sexual mdaijss. Then, every meeting

between the characters of the novel is associatédalcohol. This is illustrated by

12



Fitzgerald in:“The patient had found an opportunity betweendhanges of day and night

nurses to resort to the bar, where he gulped downvishes; ...” (Fitzgerald, 1934:315)

5-Prohibition:

During the Roaring Twenties, people crossed the, lsmacked traditions and broke
boundaries. A new culture was created. There vagwead of Jazz music, money, the flapper,
gangster wars, loose morals and speakeasies. Asu#t, rtheProhibition Act (1919) was
passed. Many progressives and traditionalists stggb&rohibition. They believed that it
would help reduce unemployment, violence and pgvérheir support helped to pass the
eighteenth amendment in January 1920. In ordeeitdarce the amendment, the congress
passed théNational Prohibition Act (1920) After that, gangsters and criminals began to
practice illegal business, crimes, smuggling anddimng liquor to the United States from
Canada. The government continues to enfBradibition, marking a great increase in federal
police powers. That great battle against gangsietstheir values represented a victory of the
forces of modernism, and a defeat for the supporbértraditional moral values. (Sloan,

1928:615-616). InTender _is the Night (1934), we discover the difficulties that the

government finds to save the American citizens fribwat disaster, and from the negative
effects of such behaviors. Dick who comes from Rdltay) becomes alcoholic. Therefore,
he is beaten by the police. However, and becaukergiower, Baby Warren succeeds to help
him, and to get him out of jail. Abe North, aftallikg the black man July Peterson is not
punished by the police or government, but beatatetth by a group of dangerous gangs in a
speakeasy. In addition, through most of the sedtofghe novel, we discover the injustice and
the criminality that was spread in the Americanistycof that period. We can say that neither
the government nor the police succeeded to cotiteobad behavior of the Americans in the

1920’s. This is illustrated by Fitzgerald ttNow you know that the French government wants to

13



encourage American touring-so much so that in Raiss summer there’s an order that Americans

can't be arrested except for the most serious off&ti (Fitzgpld, 1934:379)

6-Movies:

The United State movies began to locate in the yabd neighborhood of Los
Angeles and California in the 1920’s, and they giote a popular recreation. Almost every
community had a cinema in town. In 1922, the nunidfepeople who were going to the
cinema was larger than those who attend the chwedkly. Movie stars such as Douglas
Fairbanks, Mary Pickford and Charlie Chaplin becaraeic images around the world. New
technologies increased movie’'s appeal. In 1927, Tidehnicolor Corporation developed a
means of producing movies in color, this process@lwith sound, made movies even more
realistic and exciting. The movies of Hollywoodthre 1920’s discuss different subjects and

important topics and products. (Sloan, 1928:628Y.dnder is the Nigh{1934), we discover

the influence of such actors and stars on the Ararrsociety. Rosemary Hoyt plays a role of
a young attractive actress. She is a beautiful womw#th whom Dick has an intense

relationship. She represents a modern woman withcharacter. She likes adventure, she
travels a lot, and she profits from the best ardtiexy moments of her life. All these features
make from her an ideal actress of the Jazz Agek Decomes unnaturally interested in her,
and then falls in love with her. We can say thavi@® and Hollywood actors of the twenties

were of great importance within people’s life. Thasllustrated by Fitzgerald in:

“You're Rosemary Hoyt and | recognized you in Sotoeand asked the hotel

clerk and we all think you're not perfectly marvetoand we want to know

why you're not black in America making another neous moving picture”
(Fitzgerald,1934:70)

7-Bootleggers:

After the Prohibition Act was passed in 1920, the majorities of people wgeenst it

and tried to violate it. Therefore, a huge marketllegal business and commodity was

14



created. The market was led by a group of dangegangsters and criminals. The most
famous was the Italian Al Capone who made illegaditiess in Chicago. He was a public
enemy and a threat for society. These criminaleweown as “Bootleggers”. By the time, a
great number of them began to be smugglers, orgamimes, and practice alcohol and drug
business. During that time, the American societgfasome of the most dangerous criminals

in the history of the country. (Warren G. Hardia§20, 729). InTender is the Nighi(1934),

Fitzgerald illustrates some crimes and illegal .atke ancient warrior Abe North murders the
black man July Peterson. After that and in ordesawe himself from the police, he takes the
body of the dead man into Rosemary’s bed. Thisegmesents a real picture of bootleggers of
that era. The latter were able do everything josttlize their goals. Then, and although Abe
is not punished by the government, he is punished lgroup of gangs in a speakeasy. In
addition, Dick Diver, and after his arrival to jafaces a lot of problems caused by the Italian
gangs. He is also beaten by the police in Rome raswdt of the problems he causes when
drinking alcohol. Alcohol is used by Fitzgerald @asymbol of any act that shows horror,
criminality and injustice. Bootleggers practiceeithllegal business after forming groups of

people who share the same ideas and ideologied).(Ibhis is illustrated by Fitzgerald in

Tender isthe Night (1934) as in:

“Your friend name Deever he's in trouble. He haduble with the police,

and they have him in the jail. He sent a taxi upeth the driver says that he
promised him two hundred lire. ‘He paused cautiypfst this to be approved.
‘The driver says Mr.Deever in the bad trouble. He la fight with the police

and is terribly bad hurt.” (Fitzgerald, 19287)

15



V- Conclusion

Throughout this work, we tried to study Scotizgérald’sTender is the Night

(1934) from a historical perspective and the wayefresents the Twenties period. In the

introduction, we have exposed some critic§ehder is the Nigh{1934). Since it is analyzed

through different perspectives, we have deduced ithaepresents an open window of
different critics. Furthermore, we have followedthwithe historical background which

summarizes the different characteristics of the Ara@ society during the Jazz Age. As it is
shown in the dissertation, during the Twenties,pteaonade a total break with the ancient
traditions. The American society lost its values] @eople were ready to do anything just to

satisfy their needs and personal goals.

Moreover, in the discussion part of our disseotatitried to approach the theory of

New Historicism to Scott Fitzgerald’'ender is the Nigh{1934). The former assumes that

any literary work should be judged according tohistorical context in which it is produced,

since the historical events have a great influemctehe writer's work. Thereford.ender is

the Night represents the Roaring Twenties period in Ameridee latter, however, shows
how characters, settings, and the different evehtbee novel reflected mainly to the 1920’s
period and its characteristics. More than this haee shown how the different features of the

Jazz Age had influenced the Americans and theiespat that period.

Finally, we suggest that Fitzgeraldilender _is the Night{1934) should be studied in

other different perspectives than the historica¢.dbh may be studied from a psychological,
linguistic and other perspectives, because it s an open window of information and

knowledge.
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