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*-Khadija Elmadmad, la gestion des frontiéres au Maroc, projet de coopération sur les
questions liées a I’intégration sociale des émigrés a la migration et & la circulation des
personnes, série: « CARIM-RR», n°04, RSCAS, 2007, p01.
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Abstract :

The mutation which took place in the post-cold war era have brought about agreat
epistemological revolution for many concepts, most prominent of which is the concept of
security, which now encompasses several non-military issues such as immigration,
particularly illegal immigration. This shift has led to the logic of securitization in the
treatment of immigration. The latter, through the force of rhetoric ( ideas of the Copenhagen
School), has come to be considered as one of the most serious security threats, raising fears on
the part of states because of its abusive linking with other cross-border threats like terrorism,
organized crime and smuggling.

In regard of the particular situation in the Mediterranean area, with the big gap in terms of
development between the two sides (South and North of the Mediterranean), the option of
immigration is rendered a necessity rather than a choice. Moreover, the countries of the
Maghreb are concerned by this phenomenon in both its legal and illegal aspects, being source
countries(for illegal immigration) at the same time. To facethis situation, the European Union
has established the bases for a bilateral partnership with multiple contributors (Barcelona
process), but with an observsive focus on security measures in dezling with this phenomenon,
instead of focusing on the economic factors which are the main cause of immigration.

Based on this and drawing on the ideas of the Copenhagen School about broad security,
this study tries to deal with the issue of immigration in its relation to security, by analyzing
the strategies and policies of the EU towards the states of the South, and how, on the ground,
these policies have continued. Consequently, devising effective and realistic measures will
only be possible through embracing the strategy of desecuritization. This means adopting a
comprehensive and balanced approach, with a vision for the future, and not treating this as an
issue of employment threatening European security.



