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ABSTRACT :

This research addresses the principle of universal jurisdiction as one of the most
prominent modern legal mechanisms in public international law, aiming to
achieve international criminal justice in response to the most serious crimes, such
as war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. The principle is based on
the idea that certain crimes affect all of humanity and must not go unpunished,
even if there is no direct connection between the crime and the prosecuting state
in terms of territory or nationality.

The study focuses on clarifying the theoretical concept of universal jurisdiction,
tracing its historical development, and analyzing it within the international legal
framework, particularly through key international agreements such as the Geneva
Conventions, the Convention Against Torture, and various relevant customary
and treaty-based international legal norms.

It also explores the legal and practical challenges to applying this principle in
reality, including issues related to state immunity, the requirement of double



criminality, respect for sovereignty, evidentiary difficulties, and the lack of
effective international cooperation. The study concludes that, although universal
jurisdiction remains an exceptional legal tool, it holds great potential for
strengthening international justice—provided that it is supported by broader
international recognition, effective implementation mechanisms, and genuine
political will that places justice above sovereignty-based and pragmatic
considerations.

Keywords :Universal Jurisdiction, International Criminal Justice.



