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Abstract

This study has presented nation-state building raattnal identity in two novels of
post colonial societieA Man of The Peopl€l966) by Chinua Achebe and The Mimic Men
(1967) by V S Naipaul. Our major interest has beeshow the struggle of peoples of the
Third World and the difficulties that faced themtireir project of building their nation-state.
To achieve our purpose, we have relied on threerifts: Benedict Anderson’s notion of
nationalism as explained in his bodknagined Communitie€l983), Homi Bhabha’s concept
of mimicry explained in his booKhe Location of Culture (1994and Frantz Fanon'$he
Wretched of the Eart(l1961). We have attempted to show how the two wahare the same
attitudes toward nation-state building, and itslidsionment caused by political corruption,
politician’s incompetence and the people’s lossdehtity and their mimicry of their former

colonizer.
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Introduction
This research paper is a comparative study of tastgolonial novels, Chinua
Achebe’sA Man of the Peoplél966)and Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaulse Mimic Men

(1967), in term®f national identity and nation state building.

Beginning from the Age of Discoveries, the Eurapgawers like England, France,
and Spairdivided the world into different empires where tremtled their trading posts. The
aim of this trading settlement was to explore taeiral and human sources of the third world
countries. This settlement in such powerless natlas taken a very long time. As a result,
the colonized nations could not find a correct wayule themselves after their independence
The reconstruction of these colonized was a diffitask for them since they have been ruled
by foreigners for many centuries. The effect of ooatation lasted even after the
independence because the objective of the colonvzsr to suppress the identity and the

social values of the colonizer.

After the independence, the colonized nations hdpefind a way to build nation
states and revive their national identity to avthid disorder which resulted from years of
colonization. This issue is still a serious probleetause the effects of colonialism create an
impression which is based on the inferiority of tt@onized and the superiority of the
colonizer. The disorder that takes place in thelpemdependent states resulted from those
who revere their former master. Because the fedfrigferiority was rooted in his mind, the

colonizer fell most of the time in the trap of mary .

The disorder of the postcolonial societies pusheiderg to write such themes in
postcolonial literature. Several writers and irgefuals from different parts of the world wrote

about the effects of colonialism on the colonizedrdries

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



Chinua Achebe and Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaallj@st two among many others
who have used their writings to share with the whulorld the pains that the newly
independent states faced to reconstruct themsédiestwo authors tried to give vivid images
of the post colonial societies to which they belohge delicate situation of their countries
pushed them to write such novels. The two chosemelsodeal exactly with the

disillusionment that followed the independencehi third world countries.

The two novels discuss the same theme which ifathee of the nation state building
in the post independent states. The two authoi$ @éh this theme in spite of their different
geographical areas and different cultures. In amditheir relations to their countries are not
the same. Achebe’s ancestors are Nigerian and Isebawn there, so he wrote about his
country of origins, whereas Naipaul's ancestorsewkrdian immigrant to Trinidad. So,
Naipaul wrote of his country of adoption. Both aauth found themselves lost in societies

where there were neither national values nor cailttwstoms that define their identity.

Review of Literature

Achebe’sA Man of the Peopland Naipaul'sThe Mimic Menhavereceiveda large
amount of criticism from different scholars. Comiag A Man of the PeopléNole Ogundele
has dealt with AMan of the Peopleghrough a political perspective in his bo8eading

Achebe’s Politics in A Man of the Peoplitte said

Achebe himself has constantly reminded readers to
see his work against the background of the African
history?!

In this book Ogundele told that Achebe has writtenbook for political reasons in order to
denounce the corrupt governments that have ruledakf countries after decolonization. As a

writer, Achebe has expressed his opposition ag#iegpolitics of Africa.
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Another work that has discussed the novel is Ememn¥merging Perspectives on
Chinua Achebeln this book, Ernest Emenyonu has dealt with theehdrom the political

point as the first critic. He asserted,

Achebe inA Man of the Peoplpresents a pessimistic
picture of the unenviable predicament of the Nigeri
politicians of the first republic who fell from pawto
imprisonment and even deéth.

Emenyonu has stated that the objective of Achebwriting the novel is to express his
disappointment about the postcolonial politiciari®wule Nigeria. He has also described the
delicate situation that Nigeria has suffered froon fhany yearsbecause of disorder and

corruption.

One more research about the novel in this reveeM.i Keith Booker'sThe Chinua
Achebe Encyclopedian which the critic dealt with the political ariderary aspects of the

novel. He has related the novel with the politmaetumstance of Nigeria. He stated:

A Man of the Peoplés a political satire that obviously
comments on the postcolonial political situation in
Nageria’

Booker has worked othe book and linked it to Nigeria during theiting of the novel A

Man of the Peopleand even the civil war that followed two yeartgtan. As

On the other hand, different studies have been noad®.S Naipaul’'sThe Mimic
Men Among them, Champa Rao Moha®sstcolonial Situation in the Novels of V.S.Naipaul
(2004) In this book, the author has made a relation betvtke real life of Naipaul and the

life of the main character in the novel. Mohan w&rot

Singh’s conclusions about Isabella are strikingly
similar to those arrived at by Naipaul in Passhge.

He has compared what Singh experiences in the naelwhat Naipaul undergoes in his

personal life. At the end he has come to conclud® the novel represents Naipaul's

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



autobiographyAnother work that has been made concerning thelnsJdationalism and

Identity (1996) by Stefano Harney. He asserted:

The work of V.S. Naipaul stands both at the centre
and the periphery of this book, as Naipaul himgelf
always at the centre and the edge of West Indian
literature and national consciousness.

Harney has considered Naipaul and his work, Vimic Men,as a representation the west
Indian national identity. According to him, Naipabas profoundly touched the topic of
identity in his novel. One more study abdite Mimic Mens Gillian Dooley’sV.S.Naipaul,
Man and Writing(2006). Dooley has dealt with the book from thter&ry, cultural and

historical perspectives. He said:

The narrator in The Mimic Men is unlike many
narrators in modern fiction. Many first person
narrators are obviously unreliablé...

This study has analysed different aspects incluthegharration of the novel, the colonization

of thelndia and the marriage of Ralph Singh with Sandichraany other things.

Issue and Working Hypothesis:

The above review of literature shows thattti"@ novels have received a large amount
of criticism. Both authors wrote their works abdl lack of national unity and identity in
newly independent states. They showed their ideasighout the main characteHowever,
in spite of the similarity in the theme dealt withthe two novels, the two works have never
been brought together as far as we know. The queste want to answer through this
dissertation is why do two authors, originatingnfralifferent geographical backgrounds,

write about the same theme?

Our contention is that most third world postcodrmountries, be they African or West

Indian, faced the same disillusionment caused ey fdilure of the political regimes
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established after independence. And both authdongpdo postcolonial societies that were

colonized by the English.

To show this, we will rely on Benedict Andersoirisagined Communitiegnd Frantz
Fanon’s essay, “The Pitfall of the National Conssiwess;’in his bookThe Wretched of the
Earth. We will also appeal to Bhabha’s concept of ‘Mimicag developed in his bookhe

Location of culture

Following the IMRAD structure we have divided ousgkrtation into five sections. The
Introduction introduces the topic, reviews therlitere and states the issue and the working
hypothesis. The Method and Materials section ptssenefly the theories used in our
argument then provides the biographies of the twih@as and the summaries of the two
novels. The results section enumerates the findifiigs the analysis of the two works. The
discussion section is divided into two chapterse Titst deals with the failure of the nation-
state building and the nationalist dream in the litevary worksA Man of the PeoplandThe
Mimic Men.The second discusses the way the two writers datthe theme of mimicry in
relation to the main characters of the novels. IKirthe conclusion restates our main findings

and suggests further research.
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Method and Materials:

a)-Method:

Benedict Anderson is a political scientist anddrisin who one of the most important
figures that worked about the idea of nationaligmthird world nations. In his book,
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin ar@pread of Nationalism
(1983)’Anderson considers the national community as imeinecause its citizens cannot
identify each other. However, they built relatiopshbetween them through the desire to have
a link with others. They just imagine themselvesdb&in the same community with other
people who can speak the same language, folloveah®e ideolog§.Anderson relates the
term ‘nation’ to many elements such us: religioanduage and traditions. These three
elements together create what Anderson calls agiimad nation. This imagined nation is a
body of people that share similar values and hysttir is according to the values that
Anderson states in his book that people bear irdrtheir belong to the same community or

they share the same national identity.

The second theory is Bhabhd'ke Location of Culturen which he goes very far with
the analysis of the national identity and the tefrmimicry. Homi K.Bhabha is a professor of
English who gave very important ideas to the copwmary postcolonial studig€8.In his
essay "Of Mimicry and Man”, Bhabha deals with tlw®encept of mimicry. At first, he
considers mimicry as a result of colonialism. Isuks from the desire of the colonizer to
make the colonized like him. This means that migndoes not produce a real Englishman,

but it creates only a mimic man who is anglicizéd.

Concerning the postcolonial era, the feeling ofeiidrity leads the colonized to
imitate the attitudes and the behavior of the nma3tkis imitation suppresses their original

identity which unifies their nation. Mimicry leadise colored man to resemble the white man,
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but he cannot be a white man. After falling in #tate of disillusionment, the mimic man
becomes lost between two worlds. On the one haadahnot be a white man, on the other,
he finds himself excluded from his own societygbneral, mimicry is used by the colonized

to prove that they can be civilized and organizke the colonizer?

The third theory is Frantz Fanon®he Wretched of the Eartin the third chapter
“The Pitfalls of National Consciousness”. In th@hapter, Fanon discusses the different
social classes that form a nation after the deczddion of the country. The problem in such
societies is that the nation does not find the loayrthat it needs after the independence. The
powerful classes seek for more power in order foregs the weaker ones. These classes are

just representing another form of colonialism after expelling of the real colonizt.

In this chapter, Fanon states that the nationaigemisie that took the power after the
independence works for its own interests. It mad@se national systems that can serve its
wealth. Their lack of economic power leads themappeal to the former master and the
foreign capitalists. The leader of the colonizediamapromises people independence and
political liberty, but after the independence heawers his real purpose. He shares the wealth

of the nation with the national bourgeoisié.
B)Materials:
The biographies of the authors

1) Biography of Chinua Achebe:

Achebe is a Nigerian writer born in 1930, the sdran instructor for the church.
When he was young, Nigeria was a British colong thiny he received an English education.
His father named him Albert, but he prefers hisolglame “Chinua” when he was in college.

He did very well in his study as a result; he attzhone of the best schools in the west
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Africa. In 1958, he went to London where he pul@dslone of his most known novélfings
Fall Apart. His works are known to deal with problems of styce in other words he writes
for a purpose. He writes to denounce the issueth@fAfrican society and in particular
Nigeria. He blames the leaders of his mother cquiotr their lack of national consciousness

and lack of a sense of leadership.

Through his writings he deserves the name “thihefia of the African writing”
because of his participated in the developmenthef African literature. He defended the
African life and culture against the west and otkerters who considers the African
civilization as savage and primitive. His bodkings Fall Apartis considered as a canon of
the African literature. He earned several awardegreks from different universities of the

world. In 2007, he became the winner of the “MamBar International Prize*
2) Biography of V.S. Naipaul:

Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaid Trinidadian writerborn in Trinidad in 1932. His
family was from India they served as indentured/aets in Trinidad. His writing aspiration
began when he was young because of the carees dathier who is an-English language
journalist. His goodness in his study led him tmeaTrinidad government scholarship, so he
left the country to study in England. In London, peblished his first novelThe Mystic
Masseuy in 1957. He is a Nobel prize winner in Britairr fis works which speak about the
disappointment of the immigrants in foreign cowdri His wife Hale whom he met in
England, encouraged him in his writing after he wasuccessful in his beginning. Both
Naipaul and his wife graduated from the UniversfyOxford. He won the Man Booker

International Prize in 1971 and the Nobel Prizeitdérature in 2001/
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He wrote his novelhe Mimic Menin 1967 to complain about his alienation from the
society where he found himself lost without any éxdp find his belonging whether to

England or to Trinidad.
The Summaries of the novels

1) The Summary ofA Man of the People:

A Man of the Peoples novel which is written by Chinua Achebe in 1986e story
happens in an unknown postcolonial African counttyis narrated by the main character
named Odili. The country is ruled by corrupt paeléns including the former teacher of Odili
named Chief Nanga. One day, they meet each otlteCaref Nanga invites Odili to spend
some days in his house. And Odili accepts his atiaih and goes to the house of the minister
of culture. During his stay in the house of Chiefriga, a personal problem sets off between
Odili and Nanga. It is because of this problem thatmain character involves in politics to
take his revenge from his former teacher. He cseat@mew political party which seeks to
replace the current government. Odili is opposedCloef Nanga and wants to take his
position. During the running of the campaign, Odliles to demonstrate to people that the
current politicians are just layers who think oalyout exploiting the wealth of the country. In
doing his campaign, Odili is threatened and hikagé is punished because of the deeds of
Odili. When Odili attends the event of Chief Nanb&, is beaten savagely until he is taken to
hospital. Nanga’s party wins the elections, butaitt any hope because the military removes

the government from power by forté.

2) Summary of The Mimic Men:

The Mimic Mens a novel which is written by V.S. Naipaul in 19@he story turns

around Ralph Singh, a man who is born in Isabeh&kwva part of the British Empire. This
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story is based on Singh’s memoir when he finds aifvexiled to England. Singh begins by
narrating his childhood in Isabella in which heaseabout his family and his years at school
where he received a colonial education. He leangigh the language of their colonizer this
leads to many events that shows the influence efttucation on Singh. When he becomes
an adult he involves into politics to guaranteeedtds life for his Island. He travelled to
England to ask for complete independence of theréifit institutions Of Isabella. He failed
in his mission, and unfortunately he becomes remidr@m politics and exiled from Isabella
as well. He fails in his political career and heds his mother country. He finds himself
exiled to London where he dreams of India the lainbis ancestorS’ At the end of the novel,

Singh discovers that he belongs to nowhere.
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Results:

Our reading of Chinua Achebefs Man of The Peoplend V S Naipaul’'sfThe Mimic
Men has shown that the two novels share several tdfindlespite the fact that the two authors
are from two different continents, and faced thaesalisillusionment with the task of nation-
state building. In fact, both novels deal with pedpstruggles and difficulties facing them in

their task of nation-state building.

In fact, each of the main characters of the twoet®wsuffer from the postcolonial
political crisis. Both of them try to do anything &void this problem. They experience the
hypocrisy of the societies where they live. In &iddi, they work to try to reconstruct their

countries values and identities.

We deduce that the two novels discuss the failfithe nationalist dream caused by
political corruption in the newly independent statéhether African or west Indian countries,
and colonial presence in every aspect of peopi@sianifested in the concept of mimicry
where people of such societies become mimic Menuwsrable to set themselves with their

original identity.

Moreover, we come to find that the aim of the twories resembles to each other

since they deal with the same themes.
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V- Discussion

Chapter One: the Failure of Nation State building ad the Nationalist Dream.

After having achieved political independence, thatiamalist movements in the
formerly colonized societies have faced anothelehge which is nation state building. Thus
this chapter of our dissertation tackles the themnaeationalist dream and the struggle for
nation building. We will discuss the socio politicdimate of the Nigerian and Caribbean
societies in order to show the failure of natiolding in such societies, relying on Benedict

Anderson’s theory of imagined Communities.
The Nationalist Dream in: Chinua Achebe’sA Man of the People (1966).

Before the British colonialism, we cannot speakNiferia as a nation, but rather
about a group of tribes in West Africa that were donflict with each othéf. After
independence Nigerian people has looked for waysntty themselves under one national
state that is Nigeria, and engaged in the taskatbn state building Anderson believes that
the shared beliefs between the members of a natioh as traditions, language and values
enable people to belong to a specific group. these beliefs that made the dream of nation
state building possibf&.he say<nationality, or as one might prefer to put it inew of that
world’s multiple signification, nation-ness, as va$ nationalism are cultural artifacts of a
particular kind”?%. So, what makes the task of building a nation iptessnostly is the shared
cultural elements; it means that the first stepstblishing the cultural identity then moving

to political identity.

Chinua Achebe i\ Man of the People hahown how his people failed in creating a national
state and in unifying the different ethnic groupk tbeir country because of political

corruption and different ambitions of Nigerian pkopg-He has portrayed the political conflict
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between old politicians and the new generatiomt#lliectuals and detailed the struggle of the
Nigerian society against the state of confusion @isdrder that followed independence, and
finally has shown how violence and corruption tebtb the collapse of the Nationalist dream

with the military coup of 1966°

After reaching their independence, Nigerian pedtglee expected from their political elite to
build a nation-state and identify themselves witlte mational identity. To reach their aim,
they have began by establishing a government ntemaho would assume this task; the
matter is who could satisfy their needs. Anderselrelses that the nation precedes the state; it
exists first as narrativé. However in the case of Nigeria, as many postrialaountries the
state is formed first by British colonialism thashnot taken into consideration the matter of
cultural or ethnical differences, but has lookedydor economic interests. Therefore after
independence, people have carried this philosoginy,accepted their state as it is formed by
their colonizer and set themselves to the taskudfling a nation and reinforcing national

identity®
Anderson believes that:

The arrival of nationalism in a distinctively moder
sense was tied to the political baptism of the lowe
classes, although sometimes hostile to democracy,
nationalist movements have been invariably populist
in outlook a sought to induct lower classes into
political life. In its most typical version, thissumed

the shape of a rustler middle class and intelléctua
leadership, trying to sit up and channel populasgl
energies into support for the new stédfes.

Here, Anderson believes that in modern time natismais identified with lower classes, who

participate in political life of their countriesrtbugh the support of nationalist movements.
These nationalist movements are led by intellestwaio have succeed to gain their force
from the mass of the people and believed that tivarece of their new state cannot be run

only by political elite but also with the support the mass. In the case of Nigeria old
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nationalist movements or the political elite whokdhe responsibility of ruling their country
have not considered the mass as the source of pbwteras their subjects who are
remembered only in election period. This is prdgiiee main criticism contrasted to them by
the new generation of intellectuals for whom, asteoutwardly, the masses should be the

source of government.

The protagonist of the novel, Odili, the youngctesr, represents the young generation and
the hope of their expectations. He is surprisednatie discovers the reality of his country’s
government and that of the greedy politicians wleoeninterested only in their personal gains
instead of helping their people. As a result hadiztto enter the political ground to improve

his people’s lives and established the Common &o@lonvention. Odili says:

Max and some of his friends having watched with

deepening disillusion the case to which our hard wo

freedom was being put by corrupt, mediocre

politicians and decided to come together and launch
the ¢ Common People’s Convention.

Odili enters politics as a way to show his politicansciousness and his disagreement with
the acts of the ruling party. He believes that he his followers will offer the real sense of
political leadership that imposes morality and fggthe corrupt practices of Nanga’'s party.
He says'l would have thought it was better to start ouewn party clean, with a different kind
of philosophy®®. For this reason problems and competition startit kis former teacher
Chief Nanga who used his popularity as a politicaa the blind support of his people for
him to make people against Odili and his party, simét the conflict from a personal conflict
and make it a national matter where the politidae empose their dominance and causes
people to fear about their country’s future if dretforce dominate politics and takes power.
After a long time Odili and chief Nanga met agam} this time, Odili could not see that

handsome good and respectful teacher, instead vinehga greedy chief Nanga who takes
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profit from everything and looks only to increass tealth and power; so Odili wants his

people to see the truth of their minister. He says:

| wished for a miracle, for a voice of thunder hiash
this ridiculous festival and tell the poor conteinfa
people one or two truths. But of course it would be
quite useless. They were not only ignorant butaaini
Tell them that this man had used his position tdcan
himself and they would ask you... as my father did if
you thought that a sensible man would spit out the
juicy morsel that good fortune placed in his matith.

It was this evil side of chief Nanga that pushedli@al run against his government, and tries
to convince the mass of people that when unwortegpfe take politics, national state
disappearé®The old nationalist leaders failed in the task aftion state building and
nationalist dream because national identity is gustol to reach their aim that is wealth and
women. When Odili told the story of Elsei and Nangax says:That's all they care for’ he
said with a solemn face. Women, cars, landed ptgpbut what else can you expect when
intelligent people leave politics to illiterate&di chief Nanga?®*. So Odili and his friends try
to convince the mass with the idea that the failofenational dream that is caused by
corruption is the result of leaving politics to ampetent politicians. Accordingly, he assumed
a new responsibility in order to help his commumihd fights illegal practices of the political

elite.

Unlike Odili; Chief Nanga the minister ofilture is portrayed as being greedier and
selfish. He is the representative of the older g of politicians which replaced the
colonizer in the sense that his politics is a copthat of English administrator. At the surface
he is working not only for his people, but alsohtigg the European style of living

supposedly adopted by the new generation of iteléds. He says:

From today we must watch and guard our hard won
freedom jealously. Never again must we entrust our
destiny and the destiny of Africa to the hybridsslaf
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western educated and snobbish intellectuals whio wil
not hesitate to sell their mothers for a mess of
pottage..*

Chief Nanga knows very well that all what is Euraper has a relation with the colonizer is
not welcomed in his country, for this reason heoeistes the young generation of
intellectuals with western education and cultureadldition he tries to extend his political
conflict with the new generation, and make of itadional issue. He portrays those who are
against him as being not only his enemies but tieenges of their nation. The ruling party he
represents does not accept the opposition exprdgséite young intellectuals, so they plot
against them and consider their opposition as r@ayetof the task of nation state building. In
order to suppress this opposition, Chief Nanga esesy possible means: he arrests Odili's
father, bribes Max and kills him later on, and fip#&ries to bribe Odili in front of the mass of

the people gathering to listen to his campaign dpe&ddressing Odili, he says:

My private secretary has BA from oxford, he said he
should have come with me on this tour but | hadesom
office work for him to do. By the way, Odili, | thk
you are wasting your talent here. | want you to eom
to the capital and take up a strategic post incitg
service. We should not leave everything to the
highland tribes. My secretary is from there; ouople
must press for their fair share of the nationakcak

This passage shows that chief Nanga tries to co@dpi in the sense that they are both from
the same tribe and why not working together totigeitr tribe’s share of the national cake, this
act is an effort by Nanga to get rid of the oppositand to continue his practices. He is the
side that replaced colonial power and his acts anbitions prove that his sayings are just
slogans. On the one hand, he promises his peopiighb corruption but he himself uses

corruption to ensure winning elections every ye&te is only interested in gaining more

support, instead of using public money to buildaste and hospitals; he builds four story
buildings to increase his wealth. He lives in aulyx Odili is surprised when he sees Nanga’s

home:
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I was simply hypnotized by the luxury for the great
suite assigned to me, when | lay down in the double
bed that seemed to ride on a cushion of air, and
switched on that reading lamp and saw all the
beautiful furniture anew from the lying down positi
and looked beyond the door to the gleaming bathroom
and the towels as large as a lappa.

Anderson believes thdkingship organizes everything around a high centits legitimacy
derives from divinity, not from population, whoteafall, are subjects not citizens®.In the
case of a new independent state like Nigeria, sul@nsider their nation as their own
property. The population is considered not asearitizbut as subjects that have not the right to

participate in decision making.

When the government faced a financial crisis, Naagd his officials refused the plan
proposed by the minister of finance, even thoughoed a solution but the government at

that time feared to lose elections; and tried tt $im in order not to spread his solution.

Although Dr Makinde read his speech, which was
clearly prepared, the Hansard later carried a gdrbl
version which made no sense at all. It said nobedw
about the plan to mint fifteen million pounds...which
was perhaps to be expected but why put into Dr
Makinde’s mouth words that he could not have
spoken?

This passage shows that all what interests chiefghlas not his nation and the way to
develop it but rather staying in power. He doeggheng to eliminate the initiatives that may

prevent him from reaching his aim of staying in gfo&ernment.

In addition his illegal practice, Chief Nang is payed in the novel as being an
incompetent politician. He rose from the positidradeacher to that of a minister of culture.
Odili says: ‘Nanga must have gone into politics soon afterwaadd then won a seat in

parliament [it was easy in those days before wenkitg cash price].”’

Chief Nanga and many other politicians who assupwader did not get their positions thanks

to competence to run their country; but out of joxdl expediency after the independence. We
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can say that they filled the gap that was left lng tolonizer; therefore they carried out its
acts. Chief Nanga as a minister of culture knowy iittle about his own culture; furthermore
he is not interested in advancing his culture. Thishown when he says about his children
they would become English people. “Don’t you sesythardly speak our language? Ask
them something and they reply in EnglisiRormally a minister of culture would teach his
children their native language not the foreign o@elili is surprised when the minister of

culture did not know the writer's name. He says:

| had expected that in a country where writers veere
few they would all be known personally to the
minister of culture. But it was clear chief Nanga
hadn’t even heard the man’s name beftte.

Odili’'s hope collapsed when confronted to the tgaif Nigeria. he discovers that the
problem within his nation does not reside onlyhie political elite but is also present among
his community. Anderson argues tHaven in the case of colonized people, who haesyev
reason to feel hatred for their imperialist rulerd, is astonishing how insignificant the
element of hatred is in this expression of natidaaling”.** People knew that their politicians
engage in all sort of illegal practices such agugron, but they do nothing to stop them,
instead they wish to get a share of the money gadhby those politicians, for this reason

they do not show any opposition or reaction agahmese practices. The policeman says:

We know they are eating. He said; but we are eating
too. They are bringing us water and they promise to
bring us electricity. We did not have those things
before that, that is why | say we are eating*foo.

The above passage shows that by realizing someagsoas bringing water and electricity,
people are convinced that they are also eatingir Hira is taking profit without taking into
consideration how these projects are realized. Wherexpert advises Chief Nanga to wait

dry season in order to realize the road, Nangaseaa@ negative way and refuses. He says:
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And who is the expert? One small boy from his
town... whom we all helped to promote last year, now
the boy advises him that my road should not bedarr
before next dry season because he wants to catry ou
tests in the soil. He has become an earth worm....
Have you ever heard of such a thing? Is this tre fi
road we are tarring in this country? .

In order to show to his people that he is doing ynéamgs to help them; Chief Nanga wants
to realize the projects in a short time withoutinigkinto consideration the warnings of his
experts, Even those people found in their offictalir way to share the national cake. Odili

says:

| could not say | blame my village people for rdiog
from the role of sacrificial ram. Why should thegé
their chance of getting good, clean water, thearash
of the national caké?

The mass of the people consider Nanga as beingrttae who may bring them their share of
the national cake, and the one who defends anegisotheir traditior!§ ignoring that behind

his promises chief Nanga aims to ensure his vidtotiie upcoming elections. Odili argues:

Chief Nanga was a born politician, he could getyawa
with almost anything he said or did, and as long as
men are swayed by their hearts and stomachs and no
their heads the chief Nanga's of this world will
continue to get away with anythirg.

The above passage shows that people support thefrvathout using their heads to question
his deeds or search to find where all public maseyoing. They are portrayed as being blind
because they believe that a corrupt governmentdvimaprove their nation and their lives.
For Anderson, 4 nation is a socially constructed community imagdirby the people who
perceive themselves as part of that grolipHowever in the novel, people dream about
building their nation, but this dream is far fromitg realized because their politicians do not
work in this way but they want only to take prdfidm public money. But the matter is not

only with political elite, also is spread withinddérian community because at the surface they
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want to be unified under one nation state and cate@mal identity, but they prefer their

personal interests rather than national ones.

One example of people’s greed is Odili’'s father,pushes him to insure getting a seat in
government not for the sake of national interesat, det their share from the wealth, Odili

says:

He would tell me that | already had more than
enough education, that all the important
people in the country today...ministers,

businessmen, members of parliament, etc...,
did not have half my education. He would tell

me for the hundredth time to leave this foolish
teaching, and look for a decent job in the
government and buy myself a éar.

It was until Odili’s involvement in politics thatis father could be satisfiedptit he was
clearly satisfied with what | had got out of it &, especially the car which he was now

using nearly as much as myséff’

Max is another figure with whom Odili was disapgdent he and other members of the CPC

accepted bribes offered by chief Koko:

Chief Koko offered me one thousand pounds,
he continued placidly. | consulted the other
boys and we decided to accept it paid for that
minibus...

While listening to his political speech, Odili isrprised when Max says that it is their turn to
win election in order to improve life in their \alje; and Odili thought that it was needless to
make such affirmation. People were satisfied by Mlaxords, their position about this is
apparent when one villager put it clear by sayittigat word entered my ear. The village of
Anatahas already eaten, now they must make way for usatch the plate. No man in Unua

will give his paper to a stranger when his own seeds it°. This short passage shows that

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



people decided to vote for Odili's party not foetprogram they propose or for their political

competence but for their personal advancement.

For Anderson the nation is imagined as a community thanks to ghared feeling of
fraternity among members of a society who consitiemselves as being attached and

unified”®!

But in the novel, it is far from being the caseeThass of the people are separated
from their officials, or better said it is not tkhared feeling of fraternity that unified people
and their political elite, but it is the fact oktag profit; so nation state building disappeared
because it is an artificial goal for the mass dmadrtpolitical figures. It was until the end when

the government was thrown by the military coup thedple realized how terrible the former

government was, despite their support for the salexted officials when they were in power.

As a conclusion, we can argue that the novel hearlgl shown that nation building
and the nationalist dream failed in Nigeria becaafde gap existed between the mass of the
people and their politicians. It is confronted witlegal practices such as corruption and
bribery. Through our analysis we come to find tNajeria as a newly independent state has
fallen into another form of colonialism that conmsg of the same nation and that the only

way to overthrow this neocolonialism is by a mitjtaup.
b- The Nationalist Dream in V S Naipaul’'sThe Mimic Men (1967).

The building of a nation is established through ekistence of cultural icons such as
language and traditions. These icons contributieuitding up a nation, and its preservation
manifests the issue of nationalism among the citifethat nation®’. Anderson highlights the
importance of culture to spread the feeling oferalism in a particular nation, he sayghat
| am proposing is that nationalism has to be unttexd by aligning it, not with self-
consciously held political ideologies, but with flhege cultural systems that preceded it, out

of which- as well as against- which it came intinge >® He believes that nationalism did not
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emerge from the political discourse but from thecsfic shared cultural systems among

people of a given nation.

V S Naipaul'sThe Mimic Mendeals with construction of identity in post colani
period, and sheds light upon the difficulties faciCaribbean people in building up their
nation- state such as the bad effects of colenfabn their political, social, and economic

life, and the fact of being from different origiaed ethnic groups on the island.

Ralph Singh sets himself to the task of re-esthinigs his national identity and reaching a

state of order. Anderson believes that:

The nation is imagined as sovereign due to the
emergence of wars that caused the collapse of the
nation’s hierarchical system, this collapse lettlie
emergence of the self governing state as the
reinforcement of the feeling of nationalism amotsy i
people. In fact, the nationalist's major aim was to
reestablish the order in their communitiés.

To reach his aim, Singh begins with identifying bati with one homeland, because home is
associated with identity. So after feeling lost in his land Isabella, helenstand that Isabella
is not an appropriate place which can be his hamdie decided to move to London with the

hope that it would be the right place where he foéifl his ambitions. He says:

Coming to London, the great city, seeking order,
seeking the flowering, the extension of myself that
ought to have come in a city of such miraculoubtlig

| had tried to hasten a process which had seemed
elusive. | had tried to give myself a personaity.

This quotation shows that Ralph Singh tries to eahhimself with London, the city of order

where he can establish a clear vision about himeadf his own community and reaches
Order. Unfortunately he could not do so; he comedigcover that even in London he cannot
feel at ease because that great city despitesalleivelopments cannot offer a notion of home

that he is in search for. As it is very differerdrh his land he as those who immigrated to it
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could not be part of English society, they werd lasthis foreign land and their feeling of

disassociation grows more and more. He says:

In the great city, so three dimensional, so rooteds soll,

drawing color from such depths, only the city waalr Those
of us who came to it lost some of our solidity; were

trapped into fixed, flat postures. And in this grogv

disassociation between ourselves and the city ifclwive

walked scores of separate meetings, not linked dwen
ourselves, who became nothing more than percesvesyone
reduced reciprocally to a secession of such meesiaghat
first experience and then the personality dividedilderingly

into compartments.

The failure of Singh’s attempt in finding his redéntity in London pushes him to go back to
his Island Isabella, where he may get another eghtmaentify himself. He tries to reconsider
his past and accepts it, for example he reads bookssiatic and Persian Aryans, and dreams

of horsemen who look for their leader.

China was the subject of Hok's secret reading. Mine
was of Rajputs Aryans, stories of knight's horsemen

and wanderers. | had even read Tod's difficult

volumes. | had read of the homeland of the Asiatic

and Persian Aryans, which some put as far away as
the North Pole. And | would dream that all over the

central Asian plains of horsemen looked for their

leader’®

This quotation shows that Singh is proud of hist,pasd this fact makes him aware about
how terrible is his actual life on the island, isvhis conscious of his reality that encouraged
him to deal seriously with disorder and alienatiher by being a politician or by writing his
memoires. He sayfice a man is stripped of his dignities he is regginot to die or to run

away, but to find his leve!®

To reach his political identity and get away froia pporoblems, Singh enters politics under his
friend’s Browne motivation and suppd&fttherefore; at the beginning Singh’s political @rr

was very successful and got the support of all gga@and classes on his Island. He says:
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The truth of our movement lay in the Roman
house. It also lay in our undeniable success.
We attracted support from all races and all
classes. We offered, as it soon appeared, more
than release from bitterness we offered
drama®*

In addition the population saw him as their chatocestablish their national identity,
and as an attractive public figure, and a famousgmality who puts himself on the side of

the poor: Singh says:

| had become a public figure and an attractive
one. It was the personality Browne had seen,
the rich man with a certain name who had put
himself on the side of the poor, who appeared
to have turned his back on the making of

money and on his former associates...so in the
unlikely circumstances the London dandy was
resurrected...it was pleasant in those early
days just to be this sell | had known nothing

like it.>

Before Singh’s engagement in politics, high jobgeeglly in administration were occupied
by English administrators, their wages were higfteAthe arrival of Ralph Singh to politics
he succeeded to decrease the number of the pasigied by white servants, what lead to the

increase in the number of native servants, so thetfiand and its population benefitéd .

At the age of forty, when Singh failed to find gopeopriate home, he attempts to write as a

way to enlighten his past and prove his existence.

From the central fact of this setting, my

presence in this city which | have known as
student, politician and now as refugee
immigrant, to impose order on my own

history, to abolish that disturbance which is
what a narrative in sequence might have led
me to®

Singh acknowledges in his memoirs that his problefndislocation is the result of colonial

background that in most of the time erased theotigstl background of colonized people
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So he writes for the sake of constructing his lidahtity, he refers to his past through

flashbacks, and he shows his satisfaction witlpalgics, he says:

It does not worry me now, as it worried me
when | began this book, that at the age of forty
I should find myself at the end of my active
life. I do not now think this is even true. | no
longer yearn of landscapes and no longer wish
to know the god of the city. This does not
strike me as loss. | feel instead | have lived
though attachment and freed myself from one
Cycle of events. It gives me joy to find that in
so doing | have also fulfilled the four fold
division of life | prescribed by own Aryan
ancestors§®

Singh’s psychological problems are not the onhsoeathat prevented him from reaching his
dream of national identity. Indeed, still other ttas that affected him such as colonial

experience and the existence of many ethnical groanghe Island.

Although Isabella got its independence, it is stidpendent on the English colonialism
culturally, economically and politically, therefotiee colonizer is present in every aspect of
the Caribbean’s life. Singh puts it clear when hgss‘we were a colony, a benevolently
administered dependency, so long as our dependemained unquestioned, our politics
were a joke®’. The process of colonization has not ended withitependence because the
population on the Island of Isabella still suffdrem a linguistic imperialism. They are
dominated by English culture that creates a kindstofiggle in their mind. This means
Caribbean people have adopted the foreign cultdregl{sh culture) this what led to the
existence of more than one culture on the Islahd, rtative culture and that left by the
colonizer, but while adopting English culture, pleoplace themselves on its margin;
Anderson argues thatémmunities are to be distinguished, not by thasitfy/ geniuses, but
by the style in which they are imagifi€lit is this struggle between the native culture and
the adopted one that made Caribbean people febkiag not belonging to any culture,

alienated and separated elements. One featureeddpitead of English culture is the use of

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



English language instead of the native languades;complicated the task to establish one’s
identity in such societies. We can say that thé lpadps in the government and economy are
dominated by those who adopted English language Veldato the high demand to learn
English language and neglect their own languagesantetimes it is suppres§édSo these

acts helped the collapse of the nation-state mgldi

Singh links the failure of politics on his Islanddaall the disorder and anarchy to the effects
of colonization. He saystlie career of the colonial politician is short ardds brutally. We
lack order... there are no universities or city haiserefresh us and absorb us after the heat
of battle””®. So to escape this situation, they choose tdtfigre is only one course, flight,

Flight to the greater disorder? The final emptindssndon and the home countrie§.”

Even after independence, Englishmen still contneirtformer colony Isabella. As they are
considered inferior Caribbean people cannot mattecésion by themselves. In London when
Singh went to negotiate sugar estates, he is mengany consideration, they said for him

“you can take to your people any message yot ftke

English colonization left political, economic andcgl environment very damaged on the
Island “the pace of colonial events is quick, the turnowtleaders rapid...and | know that

the people who supplanted me are themselves abbet supplanted’
Singh says about the manners of an English man

His manner indicated clearly that our game had gone
on longenough and he had other things to do than to
assist the public relations of colonial politicidnsaid

how can | take this message back to my people? He
said you can take back to your people any message
you like and that was the eﬁ‘g

This passage shows that Englishmen impose thegrigupy by not taking into account Singh

as a political figure; they also did not care aliwatfeeling or the ambitions of the Caribbean
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people, the expressiotake to your people any message you likefans that both Singh and

his people are ignored by the Englishmen.

In addition to the colonial experience that cauS€aribbean people to feel inferior,
and separated elements , the lack of political emess on the island causes many troubles.
Anderson believes thait“is the shared aspects that reinforce the feebhgationalism as
well as the belonging to a communityBut on the island of Isabella there are no shared
aspects between the individualsligion, language, and mother country are differ&éhe fact
that they are different ethnic groups makes themsaparately. Normally people are the
source of power but on Isabella people do not elut politics, they are not interested in
creating their own political system, or restoreirth@olitical history, instead they follow
English politicians and copy their strategy, thastfleads them to be controlled and exploited
by the British Empire. The individuals lost theagb and cannot connect themselves to it, as a

result they cannot live a proper present or esérfatthe future®

If we take the example of Ralph Singh, he is pgddaas acting in two different ways. The
political figure, who seeks order on his land am&l protagonist in the novel, is also portrayed
as the antagonist who could not fight his weakreessmised by colonial education; he
considers his culture and community as being iofe that of the English. He say®‘be
born on an island like Isabella an obscure new wamransplantation, second hand and
barbarous, was to be born to disordéf” He considers himself as an English man; his
political power lead him to feel superior; and konk about the act of naming government
building, and roads as being a sort of power amdideship, these acts contradicted his
nationalist dream. His education also makes hirh daperior to his people; he say3his
tainted island is not for me | decided years agat this landscape was not mine. Let us move

on. Let us stay on the ship and be taken somevetsze’®
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This passage shows that Singh detaches himself filerorigins and tries to attach himself
with the English; this act is not done only witle tland but also with the family. He neglects
his father when he saysny father was a school teacher and poor. | never s family and
naturally suspected the word?” Instead he identifies himself with his mother’s fiym*I
preferred to lay claim to my mother’s family. Thvegre among the richest in the island and

belonged to that small group known as Isabellaiariiires”.*°

Singh detaches him from his father’s family treapoor and identifies with the richest family
of his mother, and similarly he tries to detach $efthfrom Isabella the land of disorder and
identifies with the great city of LondBh This notion manifests Singh’s psychological
problem of association; his problem of feeling mde pouches him to identify himself with

the reach and the superior.

Being a member of an ethnic group on the islandnsether factor that caused Singh’s
isolation, he is an Indian who lives in an islahdttis not his own, so he is away from his

origins, he says:

| was a Singh. And | would dream that all over the
central Asian plains the horsemen looked for their
leader. Then a wise man came to them and said, you
are looking in the wrong place. The true leadeyaaf

lays faraway, ship wrecked on an island the like of
which you cannot visualize, beaches and coconut
trees, mountains and snow; | set the pictures tmext
one anothef?

Ralph Singh is confused between what he wants tarnlbewhat he must be, he wants to
identify himself with London and adopt English cu#, but he cannot do so because his
community and his people saw on him their hopeeticih their national identity and run a
successful political career that may bring changer social and economic environment.
However when he disillusioned with the dream oforal identity, he became the hero of his

people’s hope, but, just at the surface. In higtipal speeches he promises his people to help
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them, his sayings are not accomplished by his B&tible says: We became what we see

ourselves in the eyes of othets”

His failure as a politician is a result of his ingoetence, to restore his original identity he
chose the wrong wa¥% as trying to copy his colonizer's political powéehis makes the

situation more complex and made him be no more ghammic man. He tries to persuade his
people but even his political slogans and speeateborrowed from his masters. In addition
Singh makes no effort to run his island relayinghassmiown philosophy, instead he copies his
master’s attitudes and political views, and thisfreces the fact of considering Isabella as

part of the British Empire. He is disillusioned kvtis political activity when he says:

| see that the activity of these years existing bave said in

my own mind in parenthesis, represented a type of
withdrawal, and was part of the injury inflected ime by the
two solid three dimensional city in which | couléver feel
myseslg‘ as anything but spectral, disintegratinginpess,
fluid.

Singh’s movement is adopted by one small ethniagrand could not get the support of the
mass, which refuse any contribution concerning gbarecause each group has its own goal
on the island that is different from that of thehes. The real matter with the new
independent states is that they did not mark a lmeginning; they are following the colonial
system, and their present situation is not differeam their situation when they were

colonized, so their independence is just a nee Without meaning.

To conclude, the nationalist dream failed on tHang of Isabella, and Ralph Singh as an
agent who assumed this task failed to locate himsihin both London and the land of
Isabella. He could not succeed to do so becausisediad effects of colonization and of the
existence of many ethnic groups. Through his eepes he comes to conclude that there is
no perfect land to identify with, so he startedting his memoirs where he wrote about his

past and all his experiences either on Isabelia bondon.
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Chapter Two: Mimicry

In this chapter we are going to deal with mimicgyfbcusing on the protagonists and
the antagonists of the two novels. We discuss mnmmrelying on Homi Bhabha’sThe

Location of Cultureand that of Fanon'$he Wretched of the Earth.

Mimicry and the protagonists of the two novels

The protagonists in the two novels are unconscyowistims of mimicry. Even if both
of them are nationalist and they work for recongtng their nations by restoring a national
identity, they fall in the same trap as their aotagts. Odili and Singh feel alienated in their
societies. The two characters oppose the antagdsysiefending their identity and traditions,
but in fact they do the same with their opponents.

Homi Bhabha devotes a whole chapter to mimicry is ook The Location of
Culture. In the chapter he titles “Of Mimicry and Man: Thambivalence of colonial

discourse, he writes,

Mimicry is, thus the sign of a double articulaticm;
complex strategy of reform, regulation and discip]i
which appropriates the other as it visualizes p8wer

Bhabha means by “double articulation” that theeowho is mimicking the other cannot
define his belonging and lives in a state of amleivee. He considers it a successful manner
to get access to power. This definition of mimiorgtches perfectly the description of the two
protagonists. As their real counterparts, Odili eidgh consider mimicking the former
colonizer as the best way to impose their autharitypeople. But in fact, the imitation of
their opponents leads them to lose their real pedgees and they follow another path which

causes their failure to achieve their goal.

In Bhabha'sThe Location of Culturethere is a comparison between the one who

accepts what he is and the one that tries to hgleehlity. He says:
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One takes reality into consideration while the othe
disavows it and replaces it by a product of detied
repeats, rearticulates ‘reality’ as mimftry

The one who accepts his identity and his origirthésone who is proud of his nation and that
is what we call nationalism. On the other siderdhs the one who discards his idensityd
his nation. The strategy that he uses to escape fifs origins is mimicking someone that he

considers superior.

In Achebe’sA Man of the Peoplethe protagonist, Odili, who represents the new
generation, is against the rulers of his countrgabse they represent another form of

colonialism:

Here were silly, ignorant villagers dancing themssl
lame and waiting to blow off their gunpowder in
honour of one of those who had started the cowoftry
down the slopes of inflati&h

This passage shows that Odili is against the pslitif corruption and bribery that rules the
nation. He is also against the people who cheeth®prime minister when he visits his home
village. Yet, in spite of this overt opposition tip many signs show that he is in reality

influenced by this political class.

Odili in the first pages of the book, when he tstém narrate, criticizes the people that
applaud the prime minister. But when Chief Nangae® to him, Odili shows the opposite.
He considers himself as the hero in the eyes otitvrd. He does not react as he is supposed
to do. He does not believe happened to him wherg&lamks to hinf’ The main character
seems to be happy and very proud when Nanga remgrime. So he himself falls in what
he considers strange and ridiculous. He loves #netihve prime minister talks to him. This act

can be considered as hypocrisy in itself.
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The influence of Chief Nanga on Odili is clearfyparent when he invites him to his
residence and Odili accepts. He is very excitedheyluxury life of the minister. When he
relaxes down in a room within the house of Chiehfja he becomes impressed by the luxury

furniture of the house of his former teacheHe just appreciate his stay in that house.

The fact that Odili stays some days in the houddarsfga and he is very pleased for that leads
him to forget everything about corruption in theustry. He cares about the personal life of
Chief Nanga. Everything seems well between Odill &ms former teacher until the day
Nanga sleeps with Elsie, his beloved. It is at thmement that Odili decides to take his
revenge no matter how. He considers this problepeesonal. He rebels against Chief Nanga

and his party for personal consideration and niottfe interest of his country.

When Odili leaves the house of Chief Nanga, heoitonger the one who cares for his

nation or his origins, he states it clearly whemtfets Max:

As we ate | told Max about Elsie and Chief Nanga,
amending the story in several minor particulars and
generally making light of it all, not only becauseas
anxious to play down my humiliation but even more
because | no longer cared for anything except the
revenge:

Taking his revenge is the only thing that matters @dili after leaving the house bis

master. His humiliation and anger blinds him. H#hissty of retaliation.

Odili’'s hatred toward the rulers of the country aghinst Nanga in particular makes
him rebels to get rid of them. Frantz Fanon inbosk, The Wretched of the EartBpeaks

about the Africans and their post independent life:

The peoples of Africa have only recently come to
know themselves. They have decided, in the name of
the whole continent, to weigh in strongly agairss t
colonial regime?
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According to Fanon, African people would impatigrith get rid of the colonial regimes after
the independence of the continent.

To achieve his purpose and get revenge, Odili sretitics to counter Nanga. He
decides to create a new political party to takeplage of his former teacher in government.
This new party brings another vision which is diet from the current government. Odili

said:

if one believed the rumors---a little cash prizetea
as well. All that was well known, but | would have
thought it was better to start our new party clenwith

a different kind of philosoph$?

Defending the social values of the African soci@lyiting an end to corruption are the most
important declared objectives of the new party. sy, the hidden purpose of Odili Samalu
is to punish Chief Nanga and his government by rengothem from power. If Chief Nanga
did not sleep with Elsie, this new party would iatve been created. Odili's entrance to
politics is for seeking revenge. He is just imitgtiChief Nanga but without recognizing it.
Creating a new political party for personal reasisnsot fair neither for the government nor

for the people.

Before the campaign for the elections, Odili ipressed by his wealth just like Chief
Nanga. He speaks about his new car and the wayhichvhe goes to see his girlfriend in
Anata, “I decided to go home and have it washesd. fithen | drove in style to her placé”
we notice that Odili becomes blind and sees oniyap to show himself as being superior just
like the rulers of his country. He believes thatn@ayp and wealth can bring to him a better life
by becoming the one who can get his part of thisonaHe wants to be the master by

attracting people with money.

After entering into politics, Odili has lost hierse of nationalism and national

consciousness. He discovers that everything istectldao wealth and materials. The
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protagonist ofThe Mimic MenRalph Singh, is also a nationalist politician wights against

the colonial regime in his country.

Ralph Singh is a politician in Isabella, and hentgato rebuild and reconstruct the
identity of his nation. The long period of time tBaglish colonizer stayed in the country led
to the inability of the natives to establish ordethe country. They find themselves without
one unique identity, without national values. Sirgghthe main character of the novel, he
strives to build an identity for the nation andorefi the current situation of the country.
However, he falls in the same trap as OdilAirMan of the PeopleHe also finds himself

without a distinct national identity and unablectd bounds with the former colonizer.

In his bookThe Location of CultureBhabha speaks about the state of ambivalence, he

said:

The discourse of mimicry is constructed around an
ambivalence; in order to be effective, mimicry must
continually produce its slippage, its excess, iffednce?

This quotation shows us that mimicry is createdulgh a conflict of ideas and attitudes. This
means that the person who mimics another one bextsein a state of ambivalence. Since
they consider their own identity meaningless, timeyate the master. In this case they do not
accept what they are and they can’t succeed in itiné@ation of the other in the correct way.

This is what Bhabha means by the term “ambival&nce

This ambivalence is illustrated by the quest famiity of Ralph Singh. All what he wants is
to find who he is. He states that in London, he maguide, and his present is completely
separated from his past. So he is obliged to chdwseight character to get a better live in

England®®

Through what he states about his life in London,understand that Ralph Singh is lost in

England. He cannot place himself within this woH® does not know whether he is going to
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stick to the person he is or to take a new peritgialSince he is in London, it is easy for
him to take an English identity. It is at this pioihat the main character begins to mimic his
former colonizers. The need to belong caused biodeeof his original identity pushes him to
create an English character he identifies with.

Becoming a mimic man is facilitated by the coldducation he received. He flashes
back his first memory at school when he broughéagple to his teacher, but in fact that fruit
was an Orange “we had no apples on Isabella. It igin orange®® Although he knows
that he commits an error by saying an apple instéah orange, but his brain cannot accept
to name that fruit an orange. The above quotatlmmws that Singh is influenced by his
colonial education. This education shows to him |&mng) as a representation of civilization
and order® This is why he does not succeed in his politicaéern He enters politics in order
to remove the English rulers. However, when higyptakes the control of the island the
relation of his country with the colonizer does mbiange because they do not have the
capacity manage the different sectors especially gbonomic one. Fanon has accurately
described such situationsTine Wretched of the Earth

Since the middle class has neither sufficient melter
nor intellectual resources (by intellectual resesrwe
mean engineers and technicians), it limits itsnetato
the taking over of business offices and commercial
houses formerly occupied by the settf@fs.

The inability to rule the newly independent courdis/it should be pushes the governors to
appeal to their former colonizers. In Isabella,hbtite old and the new government remain
dependent on the English because they believeeinghperiority.

After Singh’s failure in politics, he finds himsedkiled to England where he searches
for identity and personality. In London, he becoraskamed of his land. This is clear when
he speaks about his birth in Isabella which he idens as an obscure world and a land of

disorder “To be born on an island like Isabella .asvio be born to disordef?

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



He considers his land as inferior and his idensitpneaningless. He is ashamed of his birth in
Isabella and takes it as a malediction. He doesmaott to accept neither his origins nor his
nationality. The bad image of Isabella leads hiraitange many things in order to become an
Englishman.

Since Singh does not have any feeling about higns;, he beholds the world through
the eyes of the Englisfi? All what he can see or do is taken from the Ehgli®rld. His loss
in this foreign country obliges him to imagine exbing like England. This is clear when he
speaks about his grandmother. He imagines her whérhcow in a completely English
Garden that he sees in a calendar picture. Théinkeethat landscape to his home villdge.
Even though his grandmother has never set foongiadad, he imagines her with her cow in
the English gardens. His brain is controlled bystete of mimicking his former masters. The
image of the superiority which he gives to the Etgmakes him believe that imitating them
will lead him to superiority®* Homi Bhabha writes:

Colonial mimicry is the desire for a reformed,
recognizable other, as a subject of difference ihat
almost the same but not quifg.

Through this quotation, Bhabha tells us that c@bmimicry is when the colonizer tries to
make the colonized imitating him but this imitatishould be limited in order that the latter
perceives himself inferior. This desire to be diéf& is based upon the imitation of the other
to become like him but not completely. This whaidbi does when he changes his name into
one that sounds more English.

Mimicry causes mental problems for the colonizedpbe after they find themselves
deprived from their own identity and they cannetlwith that of the other. This is evident
when Singh realizes that he does not belong anyvibr said:

That we live in a place that is not our own landicim
more not ourselves and hard it is in spite of bhezb
days we are the mimic&

Laboratoire de domiciliation du master: Etude des Langues et Cultures Etrangeéres



This quotation shows that the main character ssifie'm a lack of place and loss of identity
even if he mimics the English, but he cannot beliEngFinally, he becomes alienated. He
cannot get or feel home neither in Isabella ndgngland.

The analysis of the two novels shows that thegganists are victims of mimicry and
they are influenced by their masters. They pariakéhe same thing they claim to fight in
their societies. Both Odili and Singh, who sharm gloal of building and reconstructing their
identity, fall in the trap of imitating the antagsts.

Mimicry and the antagonists of the two novels

The antagonists in the two novels are also corckewith mimicry. They are the cause
why the protagonists fail in achieving the recamstion of their identity. These antagonists
are not only individuals but also events whichagainst the protagonists.

The antagonists of Achebefs Man of the Peoplare Chief Nanga and the highland
tribes. These are the opponents of Odili in theehaZhief Nanga and the tribes have shared
the wealth of the country for their personal ins¢se They rule the newly independent nations
with a complete unconsciousness. As Frantz FandrirstheWretched of the Earth

The faults that we find in it are quite sufficient
explanation of the facility with which, when dedain
with young and independent nations, the nation is
passed over for the race, and the tribe is prefawe
the state. These are the cracks in the edifice hwhic
show the process of retrogression, that is so harmf
and prejudicial to national effort and nationaltyri?’

From this quotation, we understand that therelagla of national consciousness in the newly
independent states. Just after getting the indegreed] there is a race for governing the
nation. In addition, in these countries the tribeften preferred to the state. As it is the case
in A Man of the Peoplayhen Chief Nanga invites Odili to the capital aatisthim to take a
job in the civil service in order to not leave exbing to be controlled by the highland tribes

“We shouldn't leave everything to the highlandesah*
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Through what the minister of culture says to Odbout the highland tribes, we understand
that they occupy a very important place in the govent. He means by the word “national
cake” their country whose wealth is divided betweke tribes and the ruling members. The
tribes have a very heavy weight in the state, tpetyeverything they want. This is why we
consider these tribes as one of the antagonisteinovel.

The other antagonist & Man of the Peoplés Chief Nanga who is a minister of
culture. It is because of him that the main charadili, get involved in politics and created
a new party to defend the idea of nationalism. CNienga is a perfect image of a new
independent state politician who demonstrates Imsiecry of the former colonizer.

Chief Nanga is considered as "a man of the péoghe with his political party
promises their people to a better life. This is veyis the most approachable politician to the
people. This case has been dealt by Frantz Fanon:

The objective of nationalist parties as from a aert
given period is, we have seen, strictly nationddeyl
mobilize the people with slogans of independence,
and for the rest leave it to future evetits

These political parties are looking for gaining pleoto their side by promising them a

number of goals which are for the interest of tagam. However, after their access to power;
these parties work for their own interests and nfongéhe nation. As it is the case of Chief

Nanga; although he is the preferred politiciantte people, he is not better than the former
colonizer. He is so influenced by the English uhé@ldoes not even trust his people. A prove
about this is when Nanga speaks with T.C:

You know very well T. C. that you cannot trust thes
our boys. That is why | always say that | prefed¢al
with Europeans... What? Don't worry about the Press
| will make sure that they don't publisht.

This happens when Chief Nanga speaks with Hon..TKdbino. This quotation shows the

high regard of Nanga toward the Europeans. He dokbelieve in the abilities of his people
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instead, he prefers the skills of the foreigners.atldition, he manages to hide this by
corrupting the press and obliging them to ignors #ct.

Chief Nanga does not limit his mimicry to politidde does so also in his daily life
with his family. This is clear when he speaks with children in English. This is clear in the
following quotation:

A small thing, but it struck me even as early as:th
Mr. Nanga always spoke English or pidgin; his
children, whom | discovered went to expensive

private schools run by European ladies, spoke
impeccable Englisf!

Nanga doesn’t use his mother tongue with his fantig children attend European schools.
These acts tell us that Nanga is somehow ashambi$ ofiother tongue and his identity as
well. This phenomenon is explained in Fanofte Wretched of the EartHe said:

The colonized subject is a persecuted man who is
forever dreaming of becoming the persecttor.

This is what Chief Nanga wants to become. His deisirto become the persecutor and to
reproduce the deeds of the English colonizer whedrthis country for decades. The
oppression that his country experienced leads Qiaelga to believe that his national identity
is inferior. The feeling of inferiority is the caaisf his choice of English.

Although he is the minister of culture, he doeg walue his own language. He
neglects everything which is related to the culwiréis country. This is not ignorance but he
does not care about it since he desires to resethdl&nglish as much as possible. This is
clear when he speaks with Mr. Jalio about the natidress:

If you want me to attend any of your functions you
must wear a proper dress. Either you wear a sait...
if you don't like it you can wear our national aose.
That is correct protocdf?

Through this quotation, we notice that Chief Narapmsiders the European suit as the

standard dress. And he considers the national maesas optional. This is a sign that shows
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the superiority and the value that Chief Nanga gitcethe Europeans and the inferiority that
he gives to his origins

The best example that illustrates the psycholog@luéf Nanga is his attitude toward
the Nigerian literature:

For how else could you account for the fact that a
Minister of Culture announced in public that he had
never heard of his country's most famous novel and
received applause---as indeed he received again lat
when he prophesied that before long our great cpunt

would produce great writers like Shakespeare,
Dickens, Jane Austen, Bernard Shaw and---raisiag hi

eyes off the script---Michael West and Dudley

Stamp***

In this quotation, we see that Nanga compares ¢lgeadation of his country’s literature with
the superiority of the English one. Although he slowt know about the writing of his
country, he announces that he does not care abdataddition, he mentions many literary
works that belong to the English literature insteddspeaking about the writings of his
country.

At the very end of the novel, Nanga reveals hadevit nature when he hits Odili. He
wants to persecute every one against him. Odk: sai

He pulled the microphone away smartly, set it down,
walked up to me and slapped my face. Immediately
hands seized my arms, but | am happy that he got on

fairly good kick from me. He slapped me again and

again*®

His reaction reveals his desire to be the persecti® reproduces the acts of the colonizers
towards people who rebel against them. His authdeads him to see himself as the
colonizer of his own country.

The antagonists ifhe Mimic Menare not very different from Chief Nanga. One of

the antagonists in Naipaulhe Mimic Mens the corrupt government that rules the country.
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These politicians are always dependent to the Emgiblonizer. This is found in FanoThe
Wretched of the Earth

The national middle class is easily convinced that
can advantageously replace the middle class of the
mother country. But that same independence which
literally drives it into a corner will give rise tiin its
ranks to catastrophic reactions, and will obligeoit
send out frenzied appeals for help to the former
mother country*®

In this quotation, Fanon shows that even afterinikdependence, the colonized nation stays
dependent on its former colonizer to rule the défe sectors of the country such us economy
and education. The new rulers of the countryfive Mimic Menare a perfect illustration of
such politicians who cannot assume the resportgiilof the government they fought for.
Singh summarizes the situation in these terms :

In a society like ours, fragmented, inorganic, imdk |
between man and the landscape, a society not held
together by common interest, there was no true
internal source of power, and that no power wak rea
which did not come from the outsid€.

This quotation clarifies the objective of the postonial politicians. They are nothing more
than individuals who mimic their former master. yhgnore the consequences that can be
caused by their dependence to the Endfi8fheir inability to govern the country pushes
them to make appeal to the colonizer to help themointrolling the country. This is why
Ralph Singh decides to enter politics to guarantiee self-government of Isabella.
Unfortunately, he follows the same path as theiptesvgovernors.

Another antagonist of the novel is the birth ohdgbi in Isabella even though his
origins are Indians. He does not feel home anywheher in Isabella nor in England. This
situation makes him search for his identity in Emgl. He searches for order and a place
where he can link himself to, except Isabella. Bid:s

As a child, Singh responds to his sense of
abandonment by dreaming of India, the homeland, and
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of his origins, he reads books on Asiatic and Rarsi
Aryans and dreams of horse men who look for their
leader'®

Since his childhood, Ralph Singh felt that he iatsider in Isabella. His ancestors are from
India, so he lives as a mimic man since his bitth.Isabella, he does not succeed to
reconstruct his identity, so he goes to searcit farEngland.

The third Antagonist is his exile to England, aieiwy which is far from India and
Isabella. He complains about his lack of belonginglsabella, then he finds himself in
England which is the country of the colonizer. ld&ls

| was the dandy, extravagant colonial, indifferémt
scholarship. In fact my income was small.....Buttl le
it be known that on my island my family were batle
of coca-cold?®

In England, he tries to take the appearance oEtiglish. However, his Englishness does not
give him an English Identity. He feels as doublenmiman, first in Isabella, then in England.
The English identity is not something easy to ggtabforeigner. Speaking English and
changing the name does not mean that Singh is€fndiecause his origins are Indian. So, he
does not belong anywhere.

To conclude, the antagonists in both novels agectuse why the protagonists do not
achieve their objective which is constructing thaiginal identity. In Achebe’& Man of the
Peoplethe antagonists stand in the way of Odili to prévem from getting the national unity
he fights for. And in Naipaul’'s The Mimic Men, tipeotagonists forbid Singh to link himself

to a land or place.
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Conclusion

Throughout our research, we have tried to dagvessible connection between
two literary works from two different continentBhe Mimic Merby V S Naipauand AMan
of the People by¥hinua Achebe, we have discovered the struggleeoples of the Third
World, and the difficulties they tried to face imetr project of recovering and building their
nation state. To reach our aim we relied on Beteflimerson’simagined Communities
Homi Bhabha's concept of mimicry, and Frantz Fasogssay The Pitfall of the National
ConsciousnessThen, we highlighted more interest on the falaf nation-state building in
newly independent countries, and demonstrated Alshebe’s and Naipaul's works are a
satirization and problematization of re-shapedetts of Africa and India; thus they cast a
deep reflection on their emerging modern societvéh its challenges and experiences of

growth and degeneration.

Our analysis has shown that the two works shareesaffmities despite the fact that
the two authors are from different cultural, sgcadd political backgrounds. Our analysis has
shown the manifestation of nationalist dream in hbatorks; it was followed by
disillusionment caused by political corruption, apalitician’s incompetence on one hand,
and the people’s loss of identity and their mimiofythe colonizer’s values, views, and life
style, on the other. In other words it showed hovwpast colonial society suffers from
dislocation, loss of identity and its people’s atfe to define them within the colonizer, and
therefore they became mimic men. Both protagoro$tthe novels decided to engage in
politics in order to fight their actual conditioasd re-establish order among their societies,

unfortunately and for several reasons they coutdsnoceed.

Our study of theMimic MenandA Man of the Peoplgave us the possibility to read
two novels from different nations and continentanfrthe same perspective. Additionally, it

allowed us to highlight the concept of nationalniity and nation building, to prove the
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extent to which most of third world writers strive reaffirm their national identities. The
scope of our research, however did not allow usléal with by the two authors in these

works.

For further research, Chinua Acheb&sMan of the Peopland V S Naipaul'sThe Mimic

Man can be studied from a new historicist perspective.
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