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This dissertation presents a historical and analytical study of the figure of Saint
Augustine, one of the most influential thinkers and theologians in the history of
Christianity. Augustine played a central role in shaping Western theological and
philosophical thought. The study begins by examining the geographical and
cultural context of his upbringing in North Africa and traces the key stages of
his life—from his birth in Thagaste in 354 AD, through his education in
Carthage, his early adherence to Manichaeism, and ultimately his conversion to
Christianity in Milan in 387 AD under the influence of pivotal figures such as

his mother Monica and Bishop Ambrose.

The dissertation is structured into three main chapters: the first explores
Augustine’s early life and intellectual formation; the second analyzes his
religious transformation and ecclesiastical role as a bishop; and the third
evaluates his major writings and their long-term impact on Christian thought.
The study employs a combination of historical, analytical, and narrative
methodologies, relying on primary texts—especially Confessions and The City

of God—as well as a range of historical and theological scholarship.

The research concludes that Augustine represents a vital bridge between
classical philosophy and Christian theology, and that his thought remains a
foundational reference in Christian doctrine and theological debates across the

centuries.



