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Figure 2 Iran’s exports to the GCC (US$ millions)
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Figure 3 Iran’s imports from the GCC (US$ millions)
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Strategic dynamics of Iran—-GCC relations 97
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Abstract !
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The present dissertation is an attempt to shed light on international relations with their
conflictual aspect, taking the Arabian Gulf as a case study. Though international relations are a
combination of cooperation and conflict, conflictual situations grow in intensity and complexity
in the light of the multiplicity and sophistication of interests and objectives of units of the
international community, as well as the diverse ways in which the conflicts are determined. This
leads to the absence of a precise definition of conflict in spite of a great deal of theoretical effort
to explain the concept. Accordingly, these theories consider that conflict is a natural
phenomenon. Therefore, diplomatic ways of resolving disputes are created in order to reduce
tensions between the two parties of the conflict. The Arabian Gulf being the area most
importantly concerned with the diversity of international conflicts in the Middle East, suffers
from several disputes, and among them is the border conflict between Iran and U.A.E. around
three islands: "Tunb" and "Abu Musa". This conflict was created by the British colonial
administration before its withdrawal from the area. Iran had occupied the islands just before
the British left, on the one hand as a first step in her strategy to play a predominant role in the
Gulf, and implement its projects in the area on the other hand, especially after the US invasion
of Irag in 2003. In the light of what has been said so far, one may put forward the following
issue: What are Iran’s true motives for the occupation of the three islands mentioned above, and
the role of this invasion in the designing of the orientation to give to her future status in the
Arabian Gulf from 2003 to 2011?
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