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This study aimed to understand how peer groups influence juvenile delinquency. It focused
on identifying the main reasons and motivations that led juveniles to associate with delinquent
peer groups. To explain this relationship and arrive at accurate and clear results, we relied on two
variables: the first was the age of the peers, and the second was the family problems experienced
by the juvenile.

We adopted the case study method, which was most suitable for such topics, and conducted a
comprehensive survey of all cases present at the Boukhalfa Rehabilitation Center. To thoroughly
explore the topic and gather the necessary data to answer the research questions and test the
hypotheses, we used the technique of direct interviews between the researcher and the
respondents. The research sample consisted of 9 delinquent juveniles.

The study revealed the following results:

1. Older delinquent peer groups have a significant influence on the behaviors of
juveniles. This influence is reinforced by the juvenile growing up and living in the same
neighborhood as these older peers. Additionally, these peers often share similar concerns
and problems, creating an emotional bond between the juvenile and the older delinquent
peers due to their shared life experiences and difficulties.

2. Exposure to family problems and disturbances within the family environment
creates psychological pressure on the juvenile, which drives them to seek out
delinquent peer groups as a means of escaping these pressures. This integration leads the
juvenile to adopt deviant behaviors from the group, ultimately resulting in their
delinquency.
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