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Abstract :

This research, entitled "Representations of the LGBT Community on the Netflix
Platform: A Semiological Study of the Series ELITE", is part of a critical analysis of
contemporary media content. It aims to understand how the Spanish series ELITE, broadcast
on Netflix, portrays characters from the LGBT community, particularly through cinematic
language and symbolic narrative mechanisms.

The study is based on the semiological method, particularly Roland Barthes' approach,
which distinguishes two levels of analysis: denotative reading, focused on the literal meaning
of signs, and connotative reading, oriented toward interpreting cultural and ideological
messages. Using a targeted sample of scenes from the eighth season, the analysis was
structured around a technical grid addressing both visual and auditory elements (shots,
dialogues, music, camera movements, etc.).

The findings reveal a clear intention on Netflix’s part to normalize homosexuality by
emphasizing its emotional and human dimension. This representation relies on specific visual
and narrative codes (such as costume, music, body language, and set design) aimed at
legitimizing and valorizing LGBT identities, especially among young audiences. The study
also highlights the presence of implicit religious and cultural messages, notably through
symbols that suggest a negative image of those who oppose homosexuality, sometimes
portrayed as religious extremists, particularly within an Islamic context.

In summary, this study points to a media trend of idealizing the LGBT community
while marginalizing critical viewpoints. This reflects a clear ideological and strategic stance
aimed at promoting social acceptance of homosexuality through audiovisual fiction.

Keywords: Representations, semiology, Netflix, ELITE series, LGBT community
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