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« ldiomatic expressions are multi-word phrases which that combines the
literal sense of the individual words in each phrase »( 2007 )
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« An idiom is a phrase or sentence whose meaning is not clear from the
meaning of its individual words and which must be learnt as a whole unit , for
instance , the idiom spill the beans means to reveal secret information

especially when intending to do so . »(1995)
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A theatre text exists in a dialectical relationship with the performance of that
text. The two texts — written and performed — are coexistent and inseparable ,

and it is in this relationship that the paradox for the translator lies . ( 1958 )
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BLOOD IS THICKER THAN WATTER

A1 iaall 2yl I3 5 " Al o 528 5y 1 1Y) anTl Jiall B K (o Sl Jiall 138 G i)

« Family loyalties are stronger than other relationships » .(oxford Dictionary

of idioms )
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BETTER FLATTER A FOOL THAN FIGHT HIM .
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« It is better to aviod disputes with stupid people » .
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( https://www.proverbmeaning.com )
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A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING
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« A person or thing that appears friendly or harmless but is really hastiles and

dangerous » .( Oxford Dictionary of Idioms : 316 )
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WHAT GOES AROUND , COMES AROUND.
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« People’s actions will eventually have consequences which they will have to

deal with , even though this may not happen for a long time »

( https://www.collinsdictionary.com )
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KEEP YOUR NOSE OUT OF(SOMETHING) .

Keep your nose out of something means : « refrain from interfering in someone

else’s affaires » ( Oxford Dictionary of Idioms)
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ON SOMEONE’S COAT-TAILS .
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On someone’s coat-tails means « undeservedly benefiting from another’s

success » ( Oxford Dictionary of Idioms )
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YOUR HANDS ARE TIED .
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« if you say that your hands are tied , you mean that something is preventing you

from acting in the way that you want to »

( https://www.collinsdictionary.com )
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MONEY TALKS.

@) il o @y JaY) Aal 8 Jiall Aide iKY 88 8 money talks Lalse)
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r3

Money talks means « wealth gives power and influences to those who possess it
» ( Oxford Dictionary of ldioms)
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IGNORANCE IS BLISS.
i) oy Ayl BaT) 8 Jiall o) A il Listie Y 4 dasy) Aad) 8 Jial 13a G i)
el 138 3 i ignorance is bliss Jielld alesy 53

« it’s said to emphasize that sometimes it is better for you if you don’t know all

the facts about a situation » ( http://dictionary.cambridge.org)
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The Blood and the Land

A play by Mohamed Zemaich

Adapted from the novel(the Blood and the
Land) written

by Mouloud Feraoune
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Characters

Omar :Kamouma’s Son
Mary : Omar’s Wife
Kamouma
Sliman :Chabha’s husband
Chabha
Hamama : Hussein’s Wife
Hussein
Da Remdan :Chabha’s Father
Smina : Da Remdan’s Wife
Lamara : the fool
Kamra :Hussein’s Second Wife
Djouher : An old woman
Woman 1
Woman 2
Woman 3

Men and Women from the village
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Abstract

Omar, who was forced to migrate due to the dire living conditions he was
experiencing, returns to his hometown after an absence of fifteen years,
accompanied by his Parisian wife, Marie, the daughter of Rabah who was

assassinated in France.

A few days later, Omar discovers that his father had sold their land before
his death to Hussein, a relative, for a meager price, taking advantage of his

illness and weakness.

Omar reclaims his land, triggering the resurgence of old family conflicts,
and hatred intensifies. The peaceful village, once filled with tranquility, is
transformed into a battlefield that claims lives. The revelation that Hussein
had a secret romantic relationship with Shabha, the wife of Suleiman,

becomes the talk of the village, fueling gossip among the locals.

After staining the honor of Ramadan by his daughter Shabha, he decides to

disown her. The play ends with the death of both Omar and Suleiman.

59



:\A)ﬁ.d\ e S g :\.1'33-63\
Pl g Y

e 33 5 GAS Ay G (3 Q1 aaball Al DA
L el Lehal g Lgan ey s

-

: dauld
Baa g . laasg Ubb:\la Lo U_)A.c Al 5 9d y CLé A ?;.m
lebia i s A1 5 el D Llaadl AT 5 ol Lol
5 sl GHaslai L i Sle b0 caba e
cilbaie Lo Alle WS Ua gy de) (8 laas
o A

i L o siSa cadll ST )l Laie ST Al
LSl

Gl L i) Gl Gt (B L (slasl o gall
LW drds el (el Cwen G A A4S0
o Gl lall cpmil 1l 4l e S

S Ui (A g Wle 201 e (g\S ¢ A

&Luuu\c_majapj.“yjems.“yquﬁu)ﬁ#‘
ool (368 A h o 4lla

OSSN (A gl (REE e as Ty g dauld

60



:‘A)ﬁ.d\ L@."\A@JSJ;UJEAS\

Scene one :

Chabha : Blood is thicker than water , we never left her alone ...one fetches
her water , another brings her barley bread , and another lays out firewood for

her every now and then ... we wont let her die alone ... in Ighil N Zman we are
family , we do not have strangers...
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Scene two :

Suleiman : Better flatter a fool than fight him ... is he blessed only in my
garden ... why can’t he benefit alternatively from other’s garden so that there

won’t be any damage ... he reaps what I have sowed Da Remdan ...
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Suleiman : what goes around comes around ... you came with your own feet ,
you prick ... today | will send his soul back to his lord ... | will fulfill the promise
| gave to my father and restore the honor of my family .
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Man 1 : this is a family issue not a public concern ... we should keep our nose

clean of it , come on Idir let’s go ...
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Ramdan : Pay attention ... they are as dangerous as monsters , they eat you

while you see , nothing could stop them from keeping the land , they are
Wolves in sheep’s clothing , with no mercy or pity , and their tongues are as

sharp as knife ... there is no safety left my son ...
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Scene four :
In Houssein and Hamama’s house.
Time :night.

A modest and ordinary house , Hamama is prettifying .... In the back there

Is a cradle and the voice of a babyboy is heard .
Houssein appears tired , so Hamama helps him to take off his coat ....

Hamama : you do not intend to give the land to him after you worked hard as
your shoulders are slumped and you turned it into paradise while you spent your

youth there.... He will take it ridding on our coat-tails .
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Scene Six :
In remdan’s house .

Time : the morning .

Yasmina Chabha’s mother is setting on the door sill , fittering flour

through a sieve , and remdan is near her , drinking a cup of coffee ...

Kamouma appears ...

Kamouma : he will do whatever he wants because he is the ruler ... there are
those who are blessed ... and those who got an inch of soil ... and those who

lived a miserable life ... so our hands are tied ...
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Scene nine

Place : in a gathering .
Time : the morning .
Everyone laughs .
Hussein comes and sits .

Hussein : the ugly man is like a thrown away rotten firewood ... and when

money talks ... it would buy honor and dignity ...
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HUSSEIN : look Suleiman, ignorance is bliss . the ignorant is better than the
educated and if the blind man is a cold fish and god bestows upon him deafness,

who is better than him my friend.
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Abstract

Translating ldiomatic Expressions, especially popular proverbs, within a
theatrical text is one of the most challenging aspects of translation . This
difficulty arises from the intricate task of eliciting their meanings individually,
making it complicated to find equivalents in the target language. The primary
challenges for the translator include the requirement for deep linguistic and
cultural knowledge in both languages. In our study addressing the translation
challenge of idiomatic expressions in the theatrical text “ The Land and the
Blood ” by Mohamed Zemaiche from Arabic into English, we figured out that
employing the equivalence strategy appropriately could help overcome these
challenges. Additionally, drawing on interpretative theory proved beneficial in

this context.

Keywords: ldiomatic Expression, Theatrical Text, Equivalence, Interpretative

theory.
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