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(1) Odobo Samuel Osagie, and others, Analysis of ECOWAS Institutional Framework
for Conflict Management: Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences, (Nigeria: Institute
for Peace and Strategic Studies, V8 N°6, Novembre 2017), p.145. for more details see:
http://archive.sciendo.com/MJSS/mjss.2017.8.issue-6/mjss-2017-0051/mjss-2017-0051.pdf
(The site was viewed on 22/04/2020 )

(2) Ecowas Commission, protocol relating to the mechanism for conflict prevention,
management, resolution, peace-keeping and security, (Lome: 10-12-1999), p.5.

for more details see: https://www.zif- berlin.org/fileadmin /uploads/ analyse/ dokumente/
ECOWAS_Protocol_ConflictPrevention.pdf
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ABSTRACT

The issue of regional blocs in the African continent has become a tangible reality and an important
variable of the so called new world order. The global economy has, in fact, witnessed an exponential growth
in terms of the degree of economic openness that pushed many countries toward mutual cooperation within
the framework of economic agreements under various shapes in order, not only to expand, but also
subsequently to achieve economic integration and merger. Meanwhile, the economic, political, security and
social conditions in Africa in general were unstable and fragile due to the wars and internal conflicts that the
region has incessantly witnessed. Under these quite harsh circumstances, combined with the gradual decrease
of International interest in the continent, most African countries, if not all, have considered the alternative of
establishing regional blocs aiming at achieving economic development in their local geographical areas.

From this standpoint and exactly on May 28", 1975, the western region of the African continent
witnessed the first step toward the establishment of a regional economic bloc called the “Economic
Community of West African States” (ECOWAS). The latter has had initially a purely economic character;
soon, the goals for which it was established changed with the emergence of recent security data, and thus
those economic goals were inflected toward “collective security and political stability in an attempt to bring
peace and security to the region.” The treaty establishing the group has indeed been amended in the early
1990s and by 1993, the revised treaty has been issued to settle armed conflicts as well as resolve other
political crises in its regional space. Other aims of this bloc include carrying-out peacekeeping missions
which necessarily commensurate with its financial and logistical capacities, and work to coordinate between
them and international bodies such as the United Nations and the African Union.

Finally, the obtained findings through this study clearly demonstrate that the causes of the conflict in
Ivory Coast are primarily due to ethnic, religious and political reasons, which, indubitably, fuelled the race
between the opposing groups to gain power at whatever cost: both human and material losses. The group’s
role in resolving this conflict is quite pivotal by activating diplomatic and military efforts despite the lack of
logistical and human resources especially with the decline of international support.



